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Chapter Thirteen 


The Chapter Concerning Knowledge 
and The Fervour the Sahabah ~~~ 

had for Knowledge 

This chapter highlights the tremendous fervour that Nabi ~ and the Sahabah 

8~ had for divine knowledge and how they encouraged it It further 

discusses how they taught and learnt knowledge pertaining to Imaan and good 

deeds and also how they preoccupied themselves with it whether they were on 

journey or at home, undergoing hardship or enjoying prosperity. Also 

highlighted is how they dedicated themselves to teaching guests who arrived in 

Madinah Munawwarah (may millions of salutations and greetings go to the 

master of the place). Furthermore, the chapter illustrates how they blended the 

dissemination of divine knowledge with Jihaad and earning a living. In addition 

to this, it describes how fhey dispatched individuals to cities to disseminate 

divine knowledge and how they also gave importance to inculcating within 

themselves qualities that promote the absorption of this knowledge. 

The Encouragement Rasulullaah ~~ 

Gave towards Knowledge 


Rasulullaah ~ Welcomes Hadhrat Safwaan bin 
Assaal ~~ who had come to Seek Knowledge 

Hadhrat SafWaan bin Assaal Muraadi ~~ says, "I once came to Rasulullaah 
~ in the Masjid as he was reclining on his red shawl. '0 Rasulullaah ~!' I 
said, 'I have come to seek knowledge.' R.asulullaah ~ exclaim.ed, 'Welcome to 
the seeker of knowledge! Verily out of the love for what the person seeking 
knowledge is out to seek, the angels encircle him with their wings and then 
mount each other until they reach the sky above the earth.",(l) 

Rasulullaah ~IS Words to Hadhrat Qabeesah 
~ when he Came to Seek knowledge 

Hadhrat Qabeesah bin Mukhaariq ~ says, "When I once went to Rasulullaah 
~, he asked me what brought me there. I replied, 'I have grown old and my 
(I) Ahmad, Tabraani, Ibn Hibbaan and Haakim, as quoted in Targheeb waf Tarheeb (Vol.! Pg.59). 
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bones have weakened. I have corne to you to teach me something by which 
Allaah will grant me great benefit.' Rasulullaah ~ said, 'Every stone, tree and 
mound of sand that you passed (on your way here) prayed for your forgiveness. 0 

QabeesahLYOU will be saved from blindness, leprosy and paralysis if after 
performing your Fajr salaah, you thrice redte the du'aa ! '. J~~i\ ~\ ,,~) 
(f~O Qabeesah! You should also recite the du'aa: 

'" ",', ' '" "" ,." ",,, ''', ' "" , ;; ,;,., , ,."" ,t ,Wi '.1 ~ '" 
~J~~rb ~~~~b.!J~ ~ ~\~l~t" 

"di;. ~ ,~."'l~j)t,. 
'0 Allaah! I implore You for that which is with You. Pour Your grace 
upon me, shower Your mercy upon me and send down Your blessings 
to me.",(l) 

Rasulullaah ~ Tells Two of the Sahabah ~~ 
that Seeking Knowledge Atones for Sins 

Hadhrat Sakhbarah ~ narrates that two men were passing by when 
Rasulullaah ~ was busy giving a talk. Ra~ulullaah ~ si:lid to them, "Sit 
down because you two are upon great goodness:" When Rasulullaah ~ (had 
completed and) got up; the Sahabah ~ dispersed. The two men then also 
got up and asked, "0 Rasulullaah ~! You had mentioned that the two of us 
were upon great goodness. Is this for us exclusively or for the general public as 
well?" Rasulullaah ~ replied, "Whenever a servant of Allaah seeks 
knowledge, it atones for all his past sins." (2) 

The Superiority of an AaliIn over an Ordinary 
Worshipper in the Words of Rasulullaah ~ 

Hadhrat Abu Umaamah· Baahili ~ says that someone once spoke to 
Rasulullaah ~ about two men, one being an Aalim and the other an ordinary 
worshipper. Rasulullaah ~ remarked, "The superiority of an Aalim over an 
ordinary worshipper is like my superiority over the lowest amongst you." 
Rasulullaah ~ then proceeded to say, 'Ver.ily Allaah showers His mercy on the 
person who teaches people to do good. In addition to this, the angels, the 
inhabitants of the heavens and even the ants in their anthiHs and the fish in the 
oceans pray for his forgiveness." (3) 

Another narration does not mention the incident of the two men but continues to 
state that Rasulullaah ~ said, "The superiority of an Aalim over an ordinary 
worshipper is like my superiority over the lowest amongst y{m." Thereafter, 
Rasulullaah ~ recited the verse: 

.... £ t;" '.1' ,.,,, ~ ,. ,,. ....')
(,"A~I)=tli 4J.,....) ,ljo.Wl ~~~ ~illl~Wl 

(1) 	Ahmad, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (VoLl Pg.2I). Mundhiri and Haythami have commented on 
the chain of narrators. 

(2) Tirmidhi and Tabraani, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vo1.1 Pg.60). 
(3) Tirmidhi. 
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From Allaah's bondsmen, it is only the Ulema who truly fear Him. 
{Surah Faatir, verse 28} 

The rest of this narration ends off just like the one quoted above. (I) 

Hadhrat Hasan- narrates that Rasulullaah ~ was once questioned about two 
men who were from amongst the Bani lsraa'eel. While one was an Aalim who performed 
only the compulsory salaahs and then sat to teach the people good, the other 
fasted throughout the day and performed salaah all night. The Sahabah ~)J..,~ 
wanted to know which of the two were better. Rasulullaah ~'s reply was: "The 
superiority of the Aalim who performed only the compulsory salaahs and then sat 
to teach the people good over the one who fasted throughout the day and 
performed salaah all night is like my superiority over the lowest amongst you.,,(2) 

The Encouragement Rasulullaah ~ gave for 
Seeking. Knowledge 

Hadhrat uqba bin Aamir ~~ says that they were on the Suffa platform when 
Rasulullaah·~ came out of his room and said, "Which of you would like to 
every day to go to the marketplaces of Buthaan or Aqeeq and return with two 
excellent camels with large humps without committing any sin or severing any 
family ties?" "0 Rasulullaah ~!" the Sahabah ~ said, "Each one of us would 
love to do that." Rasulullaah ~ then said, "If you go to the Masjid and teach 
or learn two verses of the Qur'aan, it will be better for you than the two 
camels. Similarly. three verses are better than three camels, four verses better 
than four camels and any number of verses better than an equal number of camels.,,(3) 

Rasulullaah ~IS Words to a Working Man who 

Complained of his Brother who was Busy 


Acquiring Knowledge 

Hadhrat Anas ~~ reports that during the time of Rasulullaah ~ there were 
two brothers, one of whom worked while the other was always with Rasulullaah 
~ to learn from him ~. When the working brother complained about his 
brother to Rasulullaah ~ (that he did not work), Rasulullaah ~ said to him, 

"It is perhaps because of him thatyou are granted sustenance." (4) 

The Encouragement the Sahabah ~~~ 

Gave towards Seeking Knowledge 

Hadhrat Ali ~,~~ Encourages Acquiring 

Knowledge and the Narration of Hadhrat 


Kumayl from him 

Hadhrat Abu Tufayl narrates that Hadhrat Ali ~~ used to say, "Indeed the 
(I) Daarmi. 
(2) Daarmi, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.26.28). 
(3) 	Muslim, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.175). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar 

narration in his Hiiya (VoU Pg.34I). 
(4) Tirmidhi. as quoted in ]am'ul Fawaa'id (VoL I Pg.20). Ibn Abdul Birr has reported a similar 
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people closest to the Ambiyaa are those who practise most on what they 
brought." He would then recite the verse: 

('1A~.i:o~ JT O)}-") (1;;11 J~l.j ~11~J~~IJ~~Q~~WIJjI ~l) 
Verily those closest to [braheem ~ are the ones who followed him 
and this Nabi and those who have Imaan ... {Surah Aallmraan, verse 68} 

He would then explain, "The verse (the words 'this Nabi and those who have 
Imaan ') refers to Muhammad ~ and those who follow him. You people 
should therefore never change because those close to Muhammad ~ are 
those who obey Allaah. On the other hand, the enemies of Muhammad are 
those who disobey Allaah even though they may be close relatives of Muhammad 
~."(l) 

Hadhrat Kumayl bin Ziyaad narrates, "Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib §.:l~~ once 
caught hold of my hand and took me into the desert. When we were in the 
desert, he sat down, sighed and said, '0 Kumayl bin Ziyaad! Hearts are like 
containers and the best of hearts are those that take heed the most. Remember 
well what I have to say to you. People fall into three categories. There is the 
Aalim who is attached to Allaah, the learner who is on the path of salvation and a 
mean uncultured type of person who follows every noise-maker, who sways with 
the wind, who has gleaned nothing from the light from divine knowledge and 
who has not even taken support from a strong pillar. Knowledge is better than 
wealth because while knowledge guards you, you have to guard wealth and while 
knowledge increases with spending (by practising on it and teaching it), wealth 
decreases with spending. Love for knowledge is a loan that will be repaid (by 
Allaah). Knowledge earns authority for the Aalim in this life and fond memories 
after his death while the achievements of wealth disappear once the wealth is no 
more. Even though they are alive, the treasurers of wealth are really dead while 
the Ulema live on throughout the annals of time. While the Ulema (after death) 
may not be visible to the eye, their honour and love still lives on in the hearts (of 
people)," 
"Ah!" Hadhrat Ali ~~ sighed. Pointing t6 his chest, he said, "Verily in here is 
such knowledge that I wish I could find a bearer for it. However, all I can find are 
quick-witted people who cannot be trusted. They use the instruments of Deen for 
worldly purposes by employing Qur'aanic arguments against the Qur'aan and the 
bounties of Allaah against His servants. The only other type of person I find is 
one who follows people of the truth but has no insight into inspiring it. He 
therefore falls into doubt with the first doubt that presents itself, because of 
which he does not know where he stands. The other type of person I find is one 
immersed in carnal pleasures, who is a devout follower of passions. The other 
type I find is the one who is infatuated with wealth and amassing wealth. In fact, 
the last two types are not even callers to the Deen(2) and the most fitting 

narration in his }aami Bayaanil Hm (Vol.l Pg.59), as has Haakim in his Mustadrak (Vo!.l Pg.94), 
reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. 

(I) Lalkala'ee, as quoted in Kanzuf Ummaaf (VaLl Pg.96). 
(2) While the first two are callers to Deen, their other iniquities make them ineffective. 
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description of them is to liken them to grazing animals. So knowledge dies with 
the death of people capable of bearing it. At the same time, the earth is never 
empty of people who stand up for Allaah using His contentions so that everything 
that Allaah has proved and made clear to people should never be lost to 
mankind. Such people are however exceptionally few in number but most valued 
by Allaah. It is by them that Allaah rebuts criticism against His arguments until 
they pass on and cultivate (their knowledge and expertise to) others like them. 
Their profound knowledge swiftly guides to them perceive the reality of all 
matters, making iteasy for them to understand intricacies that are beyond those 
who live in affluence and lUXUry. They are comfortable with matters that perplex 
and frighten ignorant people. While their bodies are in contact with the world, 
their souls are attached to a greater scene (the Aakhirah). Such people are 
Allaah's deputies in the lands and the true callers to his Deen. AhI Ah! How I long 
to meet them! I seek Allaah's forgiveness for me and for you. You may now leave 
if you please." (l) 

The Encouragement Hadhrat Mu'apdh bin Jabal 
~~~ gave Towards Knowledge 

Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal @~ said, "Acquire (divine) knowledge because 
learning it is fear of Allaah, going out in search of it is Ibaadah, rehearsing it is 
Tasbeeh, discussing it is Jihaad, teaching it to those who do not know is 
Sadaqah and spending it on those worthy of receiving it promotes nearness to 
Allaah. This is so because knowledge highlights what is Halaal and what is 
Haraam, it is a beacon for people on the road to Jannah, it is a companion in 
loneliness, a friend in the wilderness, a partner to talk to in solitude and a guide 
in prosperity and in adversity. Knowledge is also a weapon against the enemy 
and makes one shine out when amongst friends. Allaah elevates nations by virtue 
of this knowledge, making them leaders in virtue so that people follow in their 
footsteps, emulate their actions and always adopt their opinions. In addition to 
this, the angels are eager to be with them and rub their wings against them. 
Everything on land and water seek forgiveness for them, even the fish and other 
creatures in the oceans and the wild and tame animals on land. This is all 
because (divine) knowledge brings life to hearts (that have died after suffering) 
from ignorance, it is a lantern of the eyes against darkness and by virtue of this 
knowledge, a person reaches the ranks of the chosen ones (of Allaah) and 
elevated stages in this world as well as in the Aakhirah. Thinking deeply about 
such knowledge equals fasting while learning and teaching it equals standing in 
salaah. It is because of this knowledge that family ties are maintained and the 
lawful is distinguished from the unlawful. This knowledge is the leader of deeds 
and all deeds follow from it. His only the fortunate who are inspired with it, 
(1) 	Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (VoU Pg.79). Ibn Ambaari has reported a similar narration in his 

Masaahif. as have Murhabi in his 11m, Nasr in his Hujjah and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzuf 
Ummaaf (Voi.5 Pg.231). Ibn Abdul Birr has ai"" reported part of the narration in his Jaami Bayaanil 
11m (Vol.2 Pg.II2) where he states that the narration is so renowned amongst scholars that the 
chain of narrators need not be quoted. 
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while those deprived of it are most unfortunate." (1) 

The Encouragement Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 

Mas'ood ®~~ gave Towards Knowledge 


Hadhrat Haaroon bin Rabaab narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 

~~ said, "Start your mornings as either an Aalim or one busy acquiring· the 

knowledge of Deen but do not be something other than these two because 

anyone other than these is an ignorant person. verily, out of their happiness for 

what he is doing, the angels spread out their wings for a person who ventures 

out in the morning to seek knowledge." (2) 


Hadhrat Zaid reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ once said, 

"Start your mornings as either an Aalim or one busy acquiring the knowledge of 

Deen but do not be one who knows nothing and follows blindly." (3) 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ once addressed the people saying, "0 

people! Ensure that you acquire the knowledge of Deen before it is taken away 

from this world. The manner by which it will be taken away is the departure of its 

bearers. Ensure that you acquire the knowledge of Deen because none of you 

knows just when you will need it. Ensure that you acquire the knowledge of 

Deen but beware of hair-splitting and excessiveness. You should also ensure 

that you follow traditions (that which the Sahabah ~~ did) because there 

will soon appear people who will recite the Qur'aan but then cast it behind 

their backs. (4) 


Hadhrat Abul Ahwas narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, 

"No person is born an Aalim. Knowledge is gained only through studies." (5) 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ also said, "Start your mornings as either 

an Aalim or one busy acquiring the knowledge of Deen but do not be something 

other than these two. If you are unable to do this, then at least have love for 

the ulema and never despise them." (6) 


The Encouragement Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ®~~ 
gave Towards Knowledge 

Hadhrat Hasan narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~ once said, "Either be an 
Aalim, a student acquiring the knowledge of Deen, one who loves such people or 
one who follows them. However, never be the fifth person otherwise you will be 
destroyed." Hadhrat Humayd says that when he asked Hadhrat Hasan who the 
fifth person was, hereplied, "He is the one who innovates acts of Bid'ah." (7) 

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (VoU Pg.239). Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his Jaami 
Bayaanil Hm (Vol.! Pg.55) and it is also quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.! Pg.58). 

(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil 11m (VoL I Pg.29). 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his Jaami Bayaanilllm (Vol.1 Pg.29). 
(4) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.! Pg.126) has commented on the chain of narrators. Abdur Razzaaq has 

reported part of the narration, as quoted in the Jaami if Ibn Abdul Birr (Vol. I Pg.78). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his Jaami Bayaanil lim (Vol. I Pg.IOO) 
(6) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.122) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanilllm (Vol. I Pg.28). 
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Hadhrat Dahhaak narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ®~ once addressed the 
people saying, "0 people of Damascus! You people are our brothers in Deen, our 
neighbours in nationality and our allies against the enemy. However, what 
prevents you from being friendly with me when it is others (and not you) who are 
paying my expenses. Why is it that I see your learned ones leaving while the 
ignorant ones fail to learn? Why do I see you people hankering after that 
(sustenance) which is being taken care of on your behalf while you neglect that 
which you have been commanded to do? Remember that there were people who 
constructed sturdy buildings, who amassed an abundance of wealth and who 
entertained distant hopes. However, their buildings became their graves, their 
hopes proved to be deceptive and all they amassed was destroyed. Remember 
that you must learn and teach others because the reward of the student and 
the teacher is alike and had it not been for these two, there would be no good 
in the rest of people." (I) 

Hadhrat Hassaan reports that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~ addressed the people 
of Damascus saying, "Are you people content to just filling yourselves with bread 
made of wheat flour year in and year out without speaking of A1laah in your 
gatherings? Why is it that your Ulema are leaving and your ignorant ones are not 
learning? If your Wema had the desire, their numbers could increase and if your 
ignorant ones look for knowledge, they will certainly find it. Do what will benefit 
you rather than that which will harm you. I swear by the Being Who controls my 
life that every nation that was destroyed, was destroyed only because they 
followed the dictates of their passions and regarded themselves as spiritually 
pure." (2) 

Hadhrat Qurra narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~ once said, "Acquire 
knowledge before it is taken away because its disappearance will be effected by 
the demise of the Ulema. There are only two categories of men; the Aalim and the 
student. There is no good in those who do not fall into these categories." (3) 

Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Mas'ood Faraazi reports that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa 
~ once said, ''Whenever anyone proceeds to the Masjid to learn or to 
teach anything virtuous, he receives the reward of a Mujaahid who returns 
with booty." (4) 

Hadhrat Ibn Abu Hudhayl narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~~ said, "A 
person is lacking in intelligence and good judgement if he thinks that spending 
mornings and evenings in (learning and imparting) knowledge is not Jihaad." (5) 

Hadhrat Rajaa bin Hayaat reports that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~ said, 
"Knowledge is derived from studies." (6) 

(I) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya 0/01.l Pg.213). 
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya 0/oLl Pg.222). 
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya 0/01.1 Pg.222). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil 11m (VoL 1 Pg.321. 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami Bayaanilllm 0/01.1 Pg.3I). 
(6) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanilllm 0/01.1 Pg.100). 
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The Encouragement HadhratAbu Dharr ~~~ 
and Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~~ gave 

Towards Knowledge 
Hadhrat Abu Dharr ~ and Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~ both said, 

"Learning even a single chapter of knowledge is more beloved to me than a 

thousand Rakaahsof Nan salaah." They also narrate that Rasulullaah ~ said, 

"If death comes to someone studying the knowledge of Deen when he is still 

studying, he dies as a martyr." (1) 


Another narration states that they stated, "Learning even a single chapter of 

knowledge is more beloved to me than a thousand Rakaahs of Nan salaah, 

regardless of whether the knowledge is practised upon or not." (2) 


The Encouragement Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 

Abbaas ~~~ gave Towards Knowledge 


Hadhrat Ali Azdi reports that when he once asked Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 

~~ about Jihaad, the Sahabi ~~~ replied by saying, "should I not tell you 

about something that is better than Jihaad? It is that you go to the Masjid and 

teach the Qur'aan, Fiqh or the Sunnah." (3) 


Hadhrat Ali Azdi reports that he once asked Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 

~~ about Jihaad. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~,~ replied by saying, 

"Should I not tell you about something that is better than Jihaad? It is that you 

build a Masjid and then teach the Qur'aan, the Sunnah of Rasulullaah ~ 

and Deeni Fiqh." (4) 

Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ said, 

"Everything seeks forgiveness for the one who teaches people what is good, even 

the fish in the oceans." (5) 

The Encouragement Hadhrat Safwaan bin Assaal 
~~~ gave Towards Knowledge 

Hadhrat Zirr bin Hubaysh reports that when he went to Hadhrat SafWaan bin 
Assaal ~~~ one morning, Hadhrat SafWaan ~.~ asked, "What brings you 
here 'this morning, 0 Zirr?" ") have come in search of knowledge," Hadhrat Zirr 
replied, Hadhrat SafWaan ~.~ remarked, "Begin your mornings as either an 
Aalim or a student of Deen, but never as anyone else." (6) 
Another narration states that Hadhrat SafWaan bin Assaal ~~ said, ''Whoever 
leaves home in search of knowledge should know that the angels spread out 
their wings for the student and the Aalim of Deen." (7) 
(1) Bazzaar and TabraanL as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.! Pg.61). 
(2) Jbn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil !lm (Vol. J Pg.25). 
(3) Ibn Zanjway, as quoted inKanzul Ummaal{Vol.5 Pg.230). 
(4) Jbn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanilllm (VoL I Pg.62). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami Bayaanil 11m (Vol.! Pg.124). 
(6) Tabraani in his AwsaL Haythami (Vol. I Pg.122) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(7) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (VoLl Pg.123) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
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The Fervour that the Sahabah ~U&~ 


had for Knowledge 

The Statement Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~~~ Made on 


his deathbed about his Fervour for Knowledge 

When he was on his deathbed, Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~ asked the 
people to See whether dawn had broken. When they reported that it had not yet 
come, he again sent them to see. After this happened several times, they 
eventualli reported to him that dawn had broken. To this, he said, "I seek 
Allaah's protection from the night followed by a morning that takes one to 
Jahannam. I welcome death with open arms. It is that long absent visitor and a 
friend in need. 0 Allaah!" While I had always been afraid of You, today I long to 
meet You. 0 Allaah! You know well that I never loved this world or to live long 
here to dig canals or to plant trees. I loved it only for the thirst in the extreme 
afternoon heat (when fasting), for enduring times of hardship and to sit on my 
knees when associating with the Ulema in gatherings of knowledge," (I) 

The Fervour that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~~~ 
had for Knowledge 

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~,~ once said, "Had it not been for three things, I would 
have loved to be no longer in this world. When asked what the three things were, 
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~ said, " (The first is)Placing my head on the ground 
before my Creator in Sajdah during the hours of day and night so that it is sent 
ahead (as rewards) for my (true) life (in the Aakhirah). (The second is) Enduring 
thirst during hot afternoons (while fasting) and (the third is) sitting with 
people who choose their speech as carefully as you choose your fruit." The 
narration continues further. 

The Fervour that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 
~~~ had for Acquiring Knowledge 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ says, "When Rasulullaah ~ passed 
away, I said to an Ansaari friend of mine, 'The Sahabah ~~ are plenty in 
number. Come. Let us learn from them.' 'I am astonished at you, 0 Ibn Abbaas!' 
he said, 'Do you think that people will need you (to learn from) when so many of 
Rasulullaah ~'s senior Sahabah ~ are amongst them?' I left that as it 
were and proceeded to learn from the companions of Rasulullaah ~. When I 
heard that a Hadith was narrated by someone, I would go to his door and if he 
was having his siesta, I would roll up my shawl there and use it as a pillow. (As a 
I waited there) The wind would blow sand on me and when the man came out, 
he would ask, 'What brings you here, 0 cousin of Rasulullaah ~? Why did you 
not send for me and I would have come to you?' I would then say to him, 'No. It 
(1) Abu NU'ayrn in his Hilyiii (Vol.1 Pg.239). Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his }aami 

Bayaanil Urn (Vol.l Pg.51). 
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is I who should be coming to you.' I would then ask him about the Hadith. My 
Ansaari friend happened to live to the time when he saw people gathering around 
me to learn and would say, 'He has been a much smarter youngster than 1.",(1) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ says, "When the various cities were being 
conquered (by the Muslims) and people started focussing their attention towards 
the things of this world, I started focussing my attention on Hadhrat Vmar 
®~." It is because of this that most of the Ahadeeth narrated by Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®~~ are from HZidhrat Vmar ~~. (2) 

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ®~'s Fervour for knowledge 
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~ narrates, "Rasulullaah ~ once said to me. 'Are 
you not going to ask me for a share of the booty as your companions are asking 
me?' I replied, 'All I ask of you is to teach me that which Allaah has taught you.' I 
then spread out the striped shawl I was wearing between us. In fact, I can even 
picture seeing the lice crawling on it. Rasulullaah ~ then narrated Ahadeeth to 
me and when I had heard everything, he told me to pick up the shawl and wear it 
(which I did). Thereafter, I have never forgotten even a single letter of what 
Rasulullaah ~ had narrated to me." (3) 
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~ once said, "people say that Abu Hurayrah narrates 
plenty of Ahadeeth1 It is with Allaah that we have an appointment (and He will 
judge). People ask why the Muhaajireen and Ansaar do not narrate as many 
Ahadeeth as Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ®~! While trade in the marketplaces 
occupied my Muhaajireen brothers and commitments to their properties 
occupied my Ansaa.r brothers, I was a poor man who stuck close to Rasulullaah 
~ so that my belly could be filled. I would therefore be present (with 
Rasulullaah ~) when they were not. I also remembered much when they had 
forgotten. Rasulullaah ~ one day said, 'If any of you spreads out a cloth 
until I finish speaking and then holds it close to his chest, he will never forget 
anything that I say.' I therefore spread out my striped shawl because I had 
nothing else (to spread out). After Rasulullaah ~ had finished speaking, I put 
it to my chest. I swear by the Being Who sent Rasulullaah ~ with the truth that 
from that day to this, I have never forgotten anything Rasulullaah ~ said. By 
Allaah! Had it not been for two verses of the Qur'aan, I would never have narrated 
anything to you people. (The verses are): 

~\ j V"WJ ~~ ~ r~""IS~\J ~1;~~j, .~.... Wjrt ~ c>'''~~ .:~.ul ~\)
#' #' u:.".", "" v-.... "" #' 'wi". ~ 1..1"" , 

~~;U I~J \~:JIJ 1y'6 d.~\ 4; 01 c>~:L1 ~+:j;j an~:t ~~)'j 
_ :I'~ .1:1 , .J" """" [" ,If'" .I ,.1,. 

(I'. (IO'''.;..~I :oyi! OJ."....) " 0 ~)\ ~1."..."liIJ ~~yl 
------------------------------ ~ #

(1) Haakim in his Mustadrak (VoLl Pg.I06), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by DhahabL 
Daarmi and Haarith in his Masaaneed have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Jsaabah 
(Vol.2 Pg.33I). Tabraani has also reported the narration from reliable sources as confirmed by 
Haythami (VoL9 Pg.277). A similar narration has also been reported by Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami 
(VoU Pg.85) and by Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.182). 

(2) Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoU Pg.I6I). 
(3) Abu Nu'ayrn in his H/{ya (VoLl Pg.38I). 
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Certainly those who hide (trom people) the clear things and guidance 
which We have revealed after We had explained it to them in the Book 
for the people; such people (those who hide these things) are cursed by 
Allaah and by all those who (are commanded to) curse (such as the 
angels, humans, finn, animals). (This applies to alI such people) Except 
those who repent, correct (the wrong they did) and clarify (what they 
hid). These are the ones whom I will forgive, for verily I am The 
Greatest Acceptor of repentance, The Most Merciful. {Surah Baqarah, 
verses 159, 160} (I) 

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~,ti.1~ once said, "People complain that Abu Hurayrah 
narrates too many Ahadeeth. I was a person who stuck with Rasulullaah ~ to 
have my belly filled because it was a time when I was unable to eat leavened 
bread, wear silk or have slaves in attendance. Because of extreme hunger, I 

would press my stomach against stones (so that the coolness of the stones 
would alleviate the burn of the hunger).! would ask a person to recite a verse of 
the Qur'aan for me although I knew it only so that (as we engaged in discussion) 
he may (offer to) take me home for meals. The person who treated the poor best 
was Ja'far bin Abi Taalib ~. He would take us home and feed us everytl-ing 
he had in his house. In fact, he would even take out for us a (honey or butter) 
container that was empty, wipe out whatever remained (stuck to the sides and 
bottom) and then give this to us to suck." (2) 

The True Meaning of Knowledge and 
what the Word Knowledge Refers to when 

Used in a General Context 
Narrations from Rasulullaah ~ Concerning the 


True Meaning of Knowledge 

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~~ narrates that Rasulullaah ~ said, "The 
example of the guidance and knowledge that Allaah has sent me with is like a 
drenching rain that falls on a particular piece of ground. While a part of the 
ground is fertile and absorbs the water to grow grass and an abundance of 
vegetation, another portion of the ground is hard and holds the water. However, 
Allaah still allows it to benefit people because they drink from it, give their 
animals to drink from it and also irrigate their fields with it. The rain also falls on 
another portion of the ground that consists of a rocky terrain which neither 
holds the water nor grows any grass. Such is the example of a person who has a 
deep understanding of the Deen of Allaah. That which Allaah has sent me with 
benefits him, because of which he becomes knowledgeable and teaches others as 
well. It is also the example of the person who pays no heed to it and refuses to 
accept it." (3) 

(lJ Bukhaari (Vol.l Pg.316). 
(2) Bukhaari, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vo1.5 Pg.l 75); 
(3) Bukhaari and Muslim, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.20). 
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Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ narrates that Rasulullaah ~ said, 
"Every Nabi ~ that Allaah has sent before had close friends and companions 
who adopted his ways and obeyed his instructions. However, there came after 
them generations who did not practise what they preached and who did what 
they were not instructed to do. Whoever resists them physically is a Mu'min, 
whoever resists them verbally is also a Mu'min and whoever resists them by heart 
(by disapproving of what they do) is also a Mu'min. After these (three categories 
of people) there remains none with even a mustard seed of Imaan." (1) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr ~~ reports that Rasulullaah ~~ said, 
"Knowledge is of three types; explicit verses of the Qur'aan, concrete Ahadeeth 
(with authenticity that is beyond doubt) and injunctions of the same standing 
(ljmaa(2) and Qiyaas..3) that is beyond doubt). Everything apart from this is extra 
(it is not compulsory to learn)." (4) 

Hadhrat Amr bin Auf ~ reports that Rasulullaah ~ said, "I have left with 
you two factors that you will never go astray as long as you hold fast to them. 
They are the Book of A1laah and the Sunnah of your Nabi ~ ,,,(5) 

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~U&~ reports that Rasulullaah ~ once entered the 
Masjid where he found the people gathered around a man. "What is happening?" 
Rasulullaah ~ asked. "0 Rasulullaah ~!" the Sahabah ~. replied, "He 
is an Allaamah." "What is an Allaamah?" Rasulullaah ~ enquired. The Sahabah 
~~ said, "Someone who knows Arabic better than anyone else and also has 
the most knowledge of poetry and the differences between the Arabs." 
Rasulullaah ~ remarked, "That is knowledge that does not benefit a person 
and no harm will be done to remain ignorant of it." (6) 

The Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 
®~~ and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®~~ 

Concerning the real meaning of Knowledge 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~ once said, "Knowledge is in three things; 
the talking book (the Qur'aan) I the perpetual Sunnah and to say 'I do not 
know' (when one does not know something)." (7) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ said, "Knowledge is really in the Book of 
AllaaI-. and the Sunnah of Rasulullaah~. Based on personal opinion, if anyone 
says anything other than this, I cannot say whether he will find it included 
amongst his good deeds or amongst his sins." (8) 

Hadhrat Mujaahid says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ was once 

(1) Muslim, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.21). 
(2) Consensus of authorities in Isiaamic jurisprudence. 
(3) The sound Sharee analytical deduction of accepted Muslim jurists. 
(4) 	Abu Dawood and Ibn Maajah, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.27). Ibn Abdul Birr has 

reported a similar narration in his ]aami (Vol.2 Pg.23). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil 11m (VoL2 Pg.23). 
(6) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aam Bayaanil !1m i (Vo1.2 Pg.23) 
(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aam Bayaanil IIm i (Vol.2 Pg.24). 
(8) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.2 Pg.26). 
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performing salaah while Ataa, Tawoos and Ikramah and I, all his students, were 
sitting together. A man arrived and asked, 'Is there a Mufti amongst you?' 'Ask 
your question,' I said. He said, 'Every time I urinate, a spurting liquid follows the 
urine out.' 'Is it the type of liquid from which a child is born?' we asked. When he 
replied in the affirmative, we ruled that he should take a bath (each time it 
happened). The man then turned away saying, 'Innaa Lillaahi wa Innaa Ilayhi 
Raaji'oon'. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~~ hastened with his salaah and as 
soon as he made the Salaam, he said, 'Ikramahl Go bring that man back.' When 
Ikramah brought him back, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ turned to us 
saying, 'Tell me whether the verdict you gave this man was sourced from the 
Book of Allaah?' 'No,' we admitted. 'Then was it sourced from the Sunnah of 
Rasulullaah ~?' he asked further. When we again conceded that it was not, he 
asked, 'Then was it from the Sahabah ~~~ of Rasulullaah ~~?' Again we said 
no. 'Then from who did you learn it?' he asked. 'We derived it from our own 
judgement,' we replied. To this, he remarked, 'It is for this reason that 
Rasulullaah ~ said, 'A single jurist is more difficult for Shaytaan to contend 
with than a thousand (ignorant) worshippers.' He then turned to the man and 
asked, 'Tell me. Do you feel any lust in your heart when this happens to you?' 'No, 
I do not,' the man replied. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas §.l~~ asked further, 
'Then do you feel any weakness· in your body (after it emerges)?' When the man 
again replied negatively, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ll.7~ said, 'This 
happens because of coldness (in the body). so wudhu would suffice for you (there 
is no need to bath).',,(l) 

Reprimanding those who Occupy Themselves 
with Learning Things that are Contrary to' 

that Which Rasulullaah ~~ Taught 

Rasulullaah ~~ Reprimands People who did this 
Hadhrat Amr bin Yahya bin Ja'dah ~ll.7~ narrates that when someone brought 
to Rasulullaah ~ a scripture written on the shoulder blade of an animal, 
Rasulullaah ~ remarked, "It is enough for a person to have himself classified 
asa fool or a person gone astray just to turn his attention away from what his 
Nabi ~ has brought and to focus it on what another Nabi ~ had brought, 
or to turn his attention to a scripture other than his own." It wa~ t!1en that Allaah 
81~;,a)\;z revealed the verse: 

(o\~L.;.I~ OJ.,....) (10 ~~~\ .!J~IC w)lt,--:..~~~ ;ljl)
"" "" ",,"" 

Is it not sufficient for them that we have revealed a Book (the Qur'aan) 

to you (0 Rasulullaah ~), which is recited to them? {Surah Ankaboot, 
verse 51 }(2) 

(1) Ibn Asaakir. as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.IIS). 
(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami Bayaanil 11m (Vo1.2 Pg.40). 
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Hadhrat Umar ~~~ Rebukes a man who Wrote 
the Scripture of Hadhrat Daaniyaal ~~ and His 

Incident with Rasulullaah ~~ 
Hadhrat Khaalid bin Urfuta narrates that he was with Hadhrat Umar ~ when 
a man from the Abdul Qais tribe was brought. The man lived in a place called 
soos(where Hadhrat Daaniyaal ~ is believed to be buried). When Hadhrat 
Umar ~ asked him whether he was a particular person from the Abd tribe, 
the man replied that he was. Hadhrat Umar ~ then struck him with a staff 
that he had with him. "0 Ameerul Mu'mineen!" the man cried, "What have I 
done?" Hadhrat Umar ~~ told him to sit down and when he did, Hadhrat 
Umar ~~ recited the following: 

o I:J;J ~~7 ~ ~; Li I~} ~j.iI tl 0 i/J, y.~1 ~II .iJ~ -.)j ;1) 
,"', "",.J, '" J '" ,,;, .... f "','" -"', '" ,"'-"'" '" "" ",,,,,'" '" ,"'''' ~ .1", ,I ,'" 

~ 0-: ::.;:s I:JjJ 1:J~11.lA ~l ~.,I ~~I 0->1 ~~~ 

(i ,\-.:...!I:.J...y. oJ,...) (0 ~;~~il ~ 
In the name of Allaah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Alif 
Laam Raa. These are the verses of the clear Book (the Qur'aan). 
undoubtedly We have revealed it (the Qur'aan) as an Arabic Qur'aan so 
that you may understand. We narrate to you a most beautiful story in 
this Qur'aan that We reveal to you. Before this you were of the unwary. 
{Surah Yusuf, verses 1-3} 

Hadhrat Umar ~~~ recited the verses thrice and hit the man thrice. Again the 
man asked, "What have I done, 0 Ameerul Mu'mineen?" Hadhrat Umar ~.u.,~ 
said, "You are the person who wrote the scriptures of Daaniyaal ~." "I am 
prepared to do whatever you instruct me," the man said. Hadhrat Umar ~.1;.1~ 
then said to him, "Go and erase it with (pouring) hot water (over it) and (the 
wiping with)white wool. I neither want you to read it or to give it to anyone else 
to read. If the news reaches me that you had read it or had given it to someone 
else to read, I shall punish you very severely." 
Hadhrat Umar ~~ then told the man to sit down, and when he sat in front of 
Hadhrat Umar ~, the Ameerul Mu'mineen narrated, "I once copied a 
scripture from the Ahlul Kitaab on a piece of leather. When Rasulullaah ~ 
asked me what it was I had in my hand, I said, '0 Rasulullaah ~! It is a 
scripture that I copied to supplement the knowledge we have.' Rasulullaah ~ 
then became so angry that his cheeks flamed red. (By the instruction of 
Rasulullaah ~) The announcement 'As Salaatu ]aami'ah' was made (to gather 
the people), to which the Ansaar said, 'Take your weapons! Take your weapons! 
Your Nabi ~ has been angered.' The people then amassed around Rasulullaah 
~'s pulpit. Rasulullaah ~ said, '0 people! I have been granted speech that 
is comprehensive, conclusive, yet very concise. I have also brought to you a 
creed that it exceptionally pure. Therefore, you need never be confused and 
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never allow yourselves to be deceived by the confused ones (the Ahlul 
Kitaab).'" 
Hadhrat Umar ~ continues, "I then stood up and said, 'I am satisfied with 
Allaah as my Rabb, with Islaam as my religion and with you as my Nabi.' 
Rasulullaah ~ then descended from the pulpit." (\) 
Hadhrat ]aabir ~~ narrates that Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ~~ once 
brought to Rasulullaah ~ a scripture that he got from some people of the 
Ahiul Kitaab. "0 Rasulullaah ~!nhe said, "I just got an excellent scripture from 
some people of the Ahlul Kitaab." Rasulullaah ~ became angry and said, "Are 
you people in doubt, 0 son of Khattaab? I swear by the Being Who controls my 
life! What I have brought to you is clear and pure. You therefore have no need to 
ask them. (The danger is that) They might tell you some truth that you may reject 
or tell you some false that you may believe. I swear by the Being Who controls 
my life that even if Moosa ~~ was alive, he would have no option but to follow 
me.,,(2) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Thaabit ~)1.1~ narrates that Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab 
~~ once came to Rasulullaah ~ and said, "I was passing by a friend from 
the (Jewish) Banu Qurayzah tribe, so he wrote down for me some quotations 
from the Torah. Should I read them to you." When Rasulullaah ~'s face started 
reddening (with anger), Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Thaabit ~~ said to Hadhrat 
Umar ~, "Can you not see Rasulullaah ~'s face?" Hadhrat Umar ~ 
immediately exclaimed, "I am satisfied with A11aah as my Rabb, with Islaam as my 
religion and with Muhammad fi as my Nabi." Rasulullaah ~'s anger then 
subsided and he said, "I swear by the Being Who controls the life of Muhammad! 
If Moosa ~ had to be amongst you and you leave me to follow him, you 
would certainly go astray. You are meant to be my Ummah and I am meant to be 
your Nabi.',(3) 

Hadhrat Umar ~~ Rebukes il man who told 

him That he Found a Scripture with 


wonderful Content 

Hadhrat Maymoon bin Mahraan narrates that a man came to Hadhrat Umar 
~ saying, "0 Ameerul Mu'mineen! When we conquered Madaa'in, I found a 
scripture with wonderful content." "Is the content consistent with the Book of 
Allaah?" Hadhrat Umar ~)1~ asked. When the man said that it was not, 
Hadhrat Umar ~ sent for his whip, lashed the man and recited the verse: 

oo~~~~ DI~.:J ill)1 ~l 0 i-;~\ ,;';~I ~~ .iJi!.Jj ;1) 
(I) Abu Ya'la. Haythami (Vol.! Pg.182) has commented on the chain of narrators. IbnulMundhir, Ibn 

Abi Haatim, uqayli, Nasr Maqdasi, Sa'eed bin Mansoor and Abdur Razzaaq have reported a similar 
narration. ;jS quoted in K11nzui Ummaai(Vol.1 Pg.94}, 

(2) 	Jbn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (VoL2 Pg.42). Ahmad, Abu Ya'la and Bazzaar have reported a similar 
narration but Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.174J has commented on the chain of narrators. 

(3) Ahmad apd Tabraani. Haythami (VoU Pg.174) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
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,"', '" ,.I ,"'J'" ,.1, .... , '" ,,;II -', ... , ... -... ,,"' ... II' , ....... ,""" ~.1 ... .J , ....
t:Y ~~ 0)) 0~11.lA cl;.Ill...4>JI ~~I 0->1 ~~~ 

(i ,,,,;;.":!I:.J...,,y- ~),...) (Q ~~~I.jl ~ 
In the name of Allaah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Alif 
Laam Raa. These are the verses of the clear Book (the Qur'aan). 
undoubtedly We have revealed it (the Qur'aan) as an Arabic Qur'aan so 
that you may understand. We narrate to you a most beautiful story in 
this Qur'aan that We reveal to you. Before this you were of the unwary. 
{Surah Yusuf, verses )-3} 

He then said, "Those before you (the Jews and Christians) were destroyed only 
because they forsook the Torah and Injeel and turned to the books of their 
scholars and priests. These two scriptures then eventually disappeared along 
with the knowledge they contained." (1) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood OO~~ and 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas OO~~ Condemn 


Questioning The Ahlul Kitaab 

Hadhrat Hurayth bin Zuhayr reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ 
said, "Never question the Ahlul Kitaab about anything because since they are 
misguided, they cannot guide you. (The danger is that) They might tell you some 
truth that you may reject or tell you some false that you may believe." (2) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ also said, "If you have to ask them (the 
Ahlul Kitaab), then consider what they say. If it coincides with the teaChings of 
Allaah's Book, you may accept it, but you must reject it if it does not." (3) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas @~ once said, "How can you people ask the 
Ahlul Kitaab about anything when you have with you the Book that Allaah has 
revealed to His Nabi ~, which happens to be the latest scripture from your 
Rabb? It is new and has not been interpolated. Has Allaah not informed you in 
His Book that they (the Ahlul Kitaab) had altered Allaah's scriptures (the Torah 
and Injeel) with their own hands and said that it was from Allaah? This was done 
only to earn some meagre worldly profits. Does the knowledge that has come to 
you not prevent you from asking them? By Allaahl I have never seen any of them 
asking you about what Allaah has revealed!" (4) 
Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas @.l1.1~ said, "You 
ask the Ahlul Kitaab about their scriptures when you have Allaah's Book which is 
the latest of Allaah's scriptures? It is new, has not been interpolated and you are 
even able to read it." (5) 

(I) Nasr Maqdasi, as quoted in Kanzul UmmaalNol.! Pg.95). 
(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami 0101.2 Pg.40). Abdur Razzaaq has reported a similar narration. 
(3) 	Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami 0101.2 Pg.42). Tabraani has reported a similar narration from reliable 

sources as confirmed by Haythami NoLl Pg.192). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami 0101.2 Pg.42). 
(5) Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in the ]aami of Ibn Abdul Birr. 
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Being affected by the Knowledge of Allaah 

and His Rasool ~~ 

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~~ and Hadhrat 

Mu'aawiya ~~~ are Affected by a Hadith of 


Rasulullaah ~ 

Hadhrat Shufay Asbahi narrates, "Upon entering Madinah one day, I saw many 
people gathered around a particular man. When I asked who the man was, I was 
informed that he was Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~. I then went close and sat 
down in front of him as he narrated Ahadeeth. After he had completed and was 
alone, I asked, 'I ask you in the name of the rights (I have upon you in that I am a 
Muslim, a traveller and a student) to narrate to me a Hadith that you heard from 
Rasulullaah ~ and that you understood welL' He said, 'By all means. I shall 
narrate to you a Hadith that Rasulullaah ~ narrated to me and which I 
understand well.' He then sighed so deeply that he was close to falling 
unconscious. We waited a while until he regained his composure and said, 'I 
shall relate to you a Hadith that Rasulullaah ~~ narrated to me in this very 
house when there was none here besides him and I. Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah 
~~ then again sighed so deeply that he was close to falling unconscious. 
When he regained his composure, he wiped his face and said, 'I shall relate to 
you a Hadith that Rasulullaah ~ narrated to me in this very house when there 
was none here besides him and I. Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~ then again 
sighed so deeply that he actually fell on his face. I held him up for a long while 
and when he regained consciousness, he said, 'Rasulullaah ~ narrated to me 
that on the Day of Qiyaamah, every nation will be on its knees when Allaah will 
descend to pass judgement between the people. The first to be summoned (for 
reckoning) will be the person who memorised the Qur'aan, the person who was 
martyred in the path of Allaah and the man with plenty of wealth. Addressing the 
Qaari, Allaah will say, 'Did I not teach you that which I revealed to my 
messenger?' 'Indeed you did, 0 my Rabb!' he will respond. Allaah will ask him 
further, 'And what did you do with that which I taught yOU?' He will reply, 'I 
recited it day and night.' 'You are lying,' Allaah will declare. The angels will 
reiterate saying, 'You are lying.' Allaah will then add, 'Your only motive was that 
people should caI1 you a Qaari, which they have already done.' 
Next. the wealthy man will be summoned. Allaah will ask him, 'Did I not grant 
you plenty so that you never depended on anyone else?' 'Indeed you have, my 
Rabb!' he will admit. 'Then what did you do with that which I gave you?' Allaah 
will ask. He man will say, 'I used to maintain family ties and give charity.' 'You are 
lying,' Allaah will declare. 'You are lying,' the angels will reiterate. Allaah will then 
say, 'Your only motive was that people should caU you a generous person, which 
they have already done.' 
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Next to be summoned will be the one who was martyred in the path of Allaah. 
Allaah will ask him, 'For what objective were you killed?' His reply will be, 
'because we were commanded to fight in Jihaad, I fought until I was killed.' 'You 
are lying,' Allaah will declare. 'You are lying,' the angels will reiterate. Allaah will 
then say, 'Your only motive was that people should call you a brave person, 
which they have already done.' Rasulullaah ~ then hit his hands on my knees 
and said, '0 Abu Hurayrah! These three will be the first of Allaah's creation with 
whom the fire of J ahannam will be fuelled on the Day of Qiyaamah. III 
(After hearing this Hadith from Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~) Hadhrat Shufay 
then went to Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ~ and narrated the Hadith to him. Hadhrat 
Alaa bin Hakeem says that Hadhrat shufay was the person who tended to 
Hadhrat MU'aawiya ~'s swords. He reports, "When this Hadith from 
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~ was narrated to Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ~~, 
Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ~~ remarked, 'If this is what will happen to these three, 
what about the rest of mankind?' He then wept so much that we thought he 
would expire.Wesaid, 'Thismanhascertainly brought a calamity upon us (by upsetting 
the Khalifah in this manner)!' When Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ~ regained his 
composure, he wiped his face and said, 'Allaah and His Rasool ~ have 
certainly spoken the truth when they say: 

~ 1':". ' "" 1':"i ' ~I'''!\ ' .'11 "'''~ Lt~~j' " will a_I.'::"I\ ~" :Lf : ,,\.,~~J~~~ ~"yy ~J. ~ J~O d7 

4h~."I':'i ,'''':'' ~1..;.' j "WI ~\." . ~I ., ~I 'H:\:'-U1.!.0I i 0 ~,,, ~,"
v-::rJ~ ~ ;, J.) ,~ i.S:!~~d-" !J ~O~ 

_ 4 ~ ~ ".1 ... " ,-,,,, , 

(1,\ 'Io~' :~.,.. aJJ-"") '\Q o~ 'ylS" l.II 
Whoever desires the fife of this world and its splendour (without a 
concern for the Aakhjrah), We shall grant them the full rewards for their 
(good) deeds in this very world and they will not be wronged (they wjJl 
not be given less than they deserve). They are the ones who shall have 
only the Fire for themselves in the Aakhirah. whatever (good actions) 
they did in the world will be lost to them (in the Aakhirah) and all their 
(good) deeds will be in vain (because they will see no rewards for these 
in the Aakhirah where they will require them most TNs is because they 
acted only for worldly objectives). {Surah Hood, verses lS-16}(I) 

Hadhrat Abu Salamah bin Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf ~ reports that 
when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ffi~ and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr bin Al 
Aas ~~ met at Marwa, they started discussing Ahadeeth. When Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Amr ~,~ left, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin umar ®1J.1~ remained 
there weeping. "What makes you weep so much, 0 Abu Abdur Rahmaan?" 
someone asked. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~ replied, "That man 
Abdullaah bin Amr ®1J.1~ says that he heard Rasulullaah ~ say, 'Allaah will 
throw a person headlong into the fire of Jahannam if he has pride equal to 
(I) 	Tirmidhi (Voi.2 Pg.61). Targheeb wat Tarheeb (VoL! Pg.28) states that Ibn !(huzaymah and Ibn 

Hibbaan have both reported similar narrations, 
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even a mustard seed in his heart.,,,(l) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha ~,~~ and 
Hadhrat Hassaan ~~ Weep when Allaah 

Revealed the Verse: "Only deviant people 
follow the poets" 

Hadhrat Abul Hasan the freed slave of the Banu Naufal tribe reports that Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Rawaaha ~~~ and Hadhrat Hassaan bin Thaabit ®~ (both 
acclaimed poets) came weeping to Rasulullaah ~ when A11aah revealed Surah 
TaaSeenMeem Shu'araa. Rasulul1aah ~ recited to them the verses: 

~~~ ~Ij0 ~~~~~~ ~Ij J.f ~ ~:;;JI0 ~jwI ~:~1;~ tllj\'~ po '" '" '" 7 
~~.JI \j;"~;\~ ~ 41, IjJ1j ~~I ~, \.1.~ 1St

, .:~.ul ~, 01 ~~ ~ J;
\.I... ... ", ~ J- v .. ",,,, 

- ,f{J. ,11 11 .. ," 
(nv 1.1 nh.:.-.!I :~~ oJ,..,) '\ '~1.:. ~ 

Only deviant people follow the poets (by repeaUng those poems of 
theirs that contain rambling speech and useless talk). Do you not see 
that they (poets) wander lost (distracted) in every valley (have no 
direction and tend to sway to the extremes)? And (do you not see) that 
they say things which they never do? (Such is the condition ofall poets) 
Except those who have Imaan, who do good acts, who remember 
A1laah abundantly and who avenge themselves after being oppressed 
(by counteracting the satirical poetry that the Kuftaar direct at Islaam 
and at Rasulullaah ~ with poetry oftheir own). {Surah Shu'araa, 

verses 224-227} 

When Rasulullaah ~ recited the verse "Except those who have Imaan, who 
do good acts ", he said, "That refers to you." Thereafter, when he recited "who 
remember Allaah abundantly", he again said, "That refers to you". Again, when 
reciting the verse "and (those) who avenge themselves after being oppressed", 
he said, "That refers to you." (2) 

The People of Yemen Weep when they Hear the 

Qur'aan During the Khilaafah of Hadhrat 


AbuBakr~~~ 
HadhratAbu Saalihnarratesthatwhen some people from Yemen came to Madinah 
during the Khilaafah of Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~ and heard the Qur'aan, they 
started weeping excessively. To this, Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~ remarked (in 
humility), "That is how we used to be, but then hearts started to harden." Hadhrat 
Abu Nu'aym explains that the phrase "hearts started to harden" means that their 
hearts strengthened and became content with the recognition ofA1laah. (3) 

(I) Targheeb wat Tarheebf'/ol.4 Pg.345). 
(2) Haakim f'/o1.3 Pg,488). 

(.3) Abu NU'aym in his Hilya. as quoted in Kanzui ummaaJf'/o!.I Pg.224). 
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A Warning to the Aalim who does not Teach others 
and to Ignorant Person who does not Learn 

Hadhrat Abzah Abu Abdur Rahmaan ~,~~ reports that Rasulullaah ~ once 
praised certain groups of the Muslims in his sermon. Thereafter, Rasulullaah 
~ said, "What is the matter with certain tribes who neither make their 
neighbouring tribes understand Deen, nor do they teach it to them, explain it to 
them, enjoin them (to do good) or forbid them (from evil)? What also is the 
matter with other tribes who neither learn from their neighbours nor make an 
attempt to understand the Deen or to be conversant with it? Take note that 
people will have to teach Deen to their neighbours, explain it to them, enjoin 
them (to do good) and forbid them (from evil). At the same time, others will have 
to learn Deen from their neighbours and make an attempt to understand it, 
otherwise they will all be punished very soon in this very world." Rasulullaah 
~ then descended from the pulpit and entered his room. 
''Who do you think Rasulullaah ~ was referring to?" some people asked. "We 
think that he must have been referring to the Ash'ar tribe who have a good 
understanding of Deen while their neighbours are uncultured Bedouins living at 
an oasis. When the news reached the people of the Ash'ar tribe, they came to 
Rasulullaah ~ and said, "0 Rasulullaah ~I why is it that when you praised 
some people, you criticised us? What have we done?" Rasulullaah ~ replied, " 
that people will have to teach Deen to their neighbours, explain it to them, enjOin 
them (to do good) and forbid them (from evil). At the same time, others will have 
to learn Deen from their neighbours and make an attempt to understand it, 
otherwise they will all be punished very soon in this very world." "0 Rasulullaah 
~!'t they pleaded, ''Will we be held responsible for the wrongs of others?" When 
Rasulullaah ~ repeated his words, they again asked, "0 Rasulullaah ~!Will 
we be held responsible for the wrongs of others?" This time again, Rasulullaah 
~ repeated what he had said. They then requested Rasulullaah ~ for a 
year's grace to educate ~heir neighbours and to give them a sound 
understanding of Deen. Rasulullaah ~ granted them the grace. Rasulullaah 
~ then redted the verse: 

~ ~~ .I> ;;..;; i-' ~J ;j'; S'~)S Ji'~l~ ~ \j.#'J~1 ~) 
~.;l:~11~l? ~~. t;\.I> ~#~:; ~ji~ ~I ~t? 01 ~jJ;~ I~l?~ ~ 

(v.. ,vA~T:o,.ljLo 0),...) (0 
Those of the Bani Israa'eel who committed kufr were cursed on the 
tongues of Dawood ~ and Isa ~ the son of Maryam. That was 
because they were disobedient and they overstepped the limits (oftheir 
religion). (Among the reasons for which they were cursed was that) They 
would never prevent each other from the evil that they used to carry 
out. Evil indeed was that which they did (not preventing each other 
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from sinful acts). {Surah Maa'idah, verses 78-79}(l) 

Allaah will Grant Whoever Strives to Gain 
Knowledge and Imaa;n 

The Words of Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~~~ to a Man 
who Was Weeping by his Bedside before his Death 

Hadhrat AbduUaah bin Salamah narrates that a man came to (the bedside ot) 

Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~ and started to weep. "What makes you weep?" 

Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~~ asked. The man replied, "By Allaah! I am neither crying 

because of the ties of kinship we have nor because of the material gains I used to 

get from you. What makes me weep is the fear that the knowledge I used to glean 

from you will soon come to an end." Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~~ consoled him saying, 

"Do not cry because whoever strives to acquire knowledge and Imaan, Allaah 

will grant them to him just as He granted Hadhrat Ibraheem ~ during 

times when there was no knowledge and Imaan!' (2) 


Hadhrat Haarith bin Umayrah reports that when Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal 

~~ was about to pass away, the people around him started to cry. "What 

makes you people cry?" he asked. They replied, ''We are crying because of the 

knowledge that will stop coming to us when you pass away." Hadhrat Mu'aadh 

~~~ said, "Verily knowledge and Imaan shall remain as they are until the Day 

of Qiyaamah. Whoever search~s for them shall find them in the Qur'aan and the 

Sunnah. While you ought to judge every piece of information by the standards of 

the Qur'aan, never judge the Qur'aan by the standards of any piece of 

information. Seek knowledge from Umar ~~, Uthmaan ~,~ and Ali 

~~ and if you do not meet them, seek knowledge from four men; from 

uwaymir ~~ (Abu Dardaa ~~), Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~, Salmaan 

~ and from Abdullaah bin Salaam ~, who had been a Jew before 

becoming a Muslim. In fact, I heard Rasulullaah ~ say that he (Hadhrat 

Abdullaah bin Salaam ~~) will be the tenth of ten people to enter Jannah 

(without reckoning). You must however ensure that you beware of the mistakes 

of an Aalim. You should accept the truth from whoever brings it to you and 

reject falsehood from whoever brings it to you, regardless of who the person 

may be." (3) 


Hadhrat Yazeed· bin umayrah narrates, "During the illness that claimed his life, 

Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ®~ would often fall unconscious and then regain 
consciousness. When he once fell unconscious for a long time, we feared that he 
had passed away. When he regained consciousness, I was standing in front of 
him crying. 'What makes you cry?' he asked. I replied by saying, 'By Allaah! It is 
not because of the worldly benefits I received from you that I am weeping and 
(I) 	Ibn Raahway, Bukhaari in his Wahdaan, Ibnus Sakan, Ibn Mandah, Tabraani, Abu NU'aym, Ibn 

Asaakir, Baawardi and Ibn Mardway, as quoted in Kanzu/ ummaai (Vol.2 Pg.139). 
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hiiya (VoU Pg.234). 
(3) Ibn Asaakir and Sayf, as quoted in Kanzui Ummaal(VoL7 Pg.87). 
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also not because of our kinship. What makes me weep is the departure of the 
knowledge (of Deen) and knowledge of Islaamic law that I had been acquiring 
from you.' His response was, 'Do not weep because knowledge and imaan shall 
remain as they are and whoever seeks them shall surely find them. Seek them as 
Ibraheem ~ sought them. When he had not acquired them fully, he asked 
Allaah saying: 

(,\'1~T:~ijw, O.l~) (to J~~":;1 J~ ~I~ J! JU) 
'I am going to (a place where) my Rabb (has commanded me to go), (it 
is onlyAllaah) Who will soon guide me.' {Surah Saaffaat, verse 99} 

After I die, seek knowledge from four persons. If you cannot find what you seek 
with anyone of them, then ask the people for the best amongst them. The four 
men are Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~, Abdullaah bin Salaam ®~, 
Salmaan ®l1~ and uwaymir Abu Dardaa ~. You should also beware of 
the blunders of the wise and the verdict of a hypocrite.' 
'How will I identify the blunder of a wise man?' I asked. He explained, 'It is 
misguided speech that shaytaan casts on the tongue of a man which he utters 
without thinking. However, it sometimes also occurs that a hypocrite speaks 
what is true. You should therefore absorb sound knowledge from wherever it 
comes to you because there is light in the truth. Matters that are dubious should 
however be avoided.",(1) 
Hadhrat Amr bin Maymoon narrates, "We were in Yemen when Hadhrat Mu'aadh 
bin Jabal ~ came there and addressed us saying, '0 people of Yemen! Accept 
Islaam and live in peace. 1 am the envoy of Rasulullaah ~ to you.' Since then, 1 
took a liking to him and never parted from him until he passed away. When he 
was leaving the world and 1 started to weep, he asked, 'What makes you cry?' I 
replied, 'I am weeping because of the knowledge that will be leaving with you.' 
He consoled me saying, 'Verily knowledge and Imaan shall remain until the Day 
of Qiyaamah ... " The rest of the narration is similar to the ones above. (2) 

Learning Imaan, knowledge and Practise 
All at the Same Time 

The Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 
~~~, Hadhrat Jundub bin Abdullaah ~.~~ and 

Hadhrat Ali ~.~~ in this Regard 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~IJ.,~ said, "During the greater portion of my life I 
have seen that a man (from the Sahabah ~) learns Imaan before the 
Qur'aan. Whenever a Surah was revealed to Muhammad ~, the man would 
learn what was proclaimed lawful and unlawful and where it was appropriate to 
stop just as you people learn the (words of the) Qur'aan itself. However, I now 

(I) Haakim (VolA PgA66). 
(2) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol. 7 Pg.87). 
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see people learning the Qur'aan before Imaan and while they have read from 
Surah Faatiha up to the end of the Qur'aan, they have no idea about what the 
Qur'aan instructs and what it prohibits. They also do not know where it is 
appropriate to stop and scatter the verses about like unwanted dates." (1) 

Hadhrat Jundub bin Abdullaah ~ said, "We were' youngsters almost 
coming of age when we learnt Imaan before the Qur'aan with Rasulullaah 
~. When we then learnt the Qur'aan, our Imaan grew even stronger." (2) 

Hadhrat Ali ~ once said, 'Whenever a Surah, a verse or a few verses were 
revealed during the time of Rasulullaah ~, it would serve to strengthen the 
Imaan and submission of the Mu'mineen and if it contained a prohibition, they 
would immediately abstain." (3) 

How the Sahabah ~ would not Learn another Verse of the Qur'aan until 
they had Learnt how to practise on the Previous verse 
Hadhrat Abu Abdur Rahmaan Sulami says, "The Sahabi ®):i.~ who taught us 
mentioned that when they learnt ten verses from Rasulullaah ~, they would 
not proceed to another ten verses until they had learnt everything about the 
previous ten verses and how to practise on them. He would also say, 'Our 
knowledge consisted of both theory and practice. III(4) 
Another narration adds that the Sahabi ~~ also said, "We used to learn the 
Qur'aan as well as how to practise on it. There shall however come people who 
will inherit the Qur'aan after us who will drink up the Qur'aan like water without 
it passing by their collarbones. In fact, it will not even pass here." He then placed 
his hand on his throat. (5) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, ''Whenever we learnt ten verses of 
the Qur'aan from Rasulullaah ~, we would not proceed to learn the next ten 
verses until we had learnt whatever was in them." When someone asked a 
narrator named Hadhrat Shareek whether this referred to practising the ten 
verses first, he replied in the affirmative. (6) 

Acquiring That Much of Deeni knowledge 
that One Needs 

The Words of Hadhrat Salmaan ~ll.1~ to a man 
from the Banu Abs Tribe in this Regard 

Hadhrat Hafs bin Umar Sa'di narrates from his uncle that Hadhrat Salmaan 
~ once said to Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~~, "0 member of the Banu Abs! 
While knowledge is abundant, life is short. You should therefore acquire only 
that much of Deeni knowledge that you need and leave out that which does not 

(I) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol. I Pg.165). 
(2) Ibn Maajah (Pg.Il). 
(3) Askari and Ibn Mardway, as quoted in KEnzu/ Ummaa/ (VoU Pg.232). 
(4) Ahmad (Vo1.5 PgAlOl. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.232) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(5) Ibn Sa'd (Vo1.6 Pg.172). . 
(6) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaa/ (Vol.1 Pg.232). 
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concern you." (I) 

Hadhrat Abul Bakhtari reports that a man from the Banu Abs tribe was once in 
the company of Hadhrat Salmaan ~ when he took a sip of water from the 
Tigris River. "Drink again," Hadhrat Salmaan ~ bade the man. When the 
man declared that he was sated, Hadhrat Salmaan ~ asked, "Do you think 
that your sip decreased much from the river?" The man said, "How can the sip I 
took decrease anything from it?" Hadhrat Salmaan ~ then remarked, "In the 
same manner, knowledge never decreases. You should therefore glean as much 
knowledge as would benefit you." (2) 

The Words of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~~ 
to a man who Wrote to ask him about Knowledge 
Hadhrat Abu Qayla reports that when a man wrote to ask Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Umar ~ about knowledge, the Sahabi ~~ wrote back saying, "You have 
written to me asking about knowledge. Knowledge is however something much 
greater than I can write back to you about. However, (the advice I will offer is) if 
it is possible for you to accomplish, you must make an effort to meet Allaah in a 
manner that you have held your tongue from dishonouring a Muslim, you do not 
have the burden of any Muslim's blood on your back, your belly is empty of the 
wealth of the Muslims and you have remained united with them." (3) 

Teaching Deen, Islaam and the Faraa'idh 
Rasulullaah ~~ Teaches the Deen to Hadhrat 

Abu Rifaa'ah ~~ 
Hadhrat Abu Rifaa'ah ~~ narrates, "1 came to Rasulullaah ~ at a time 
when he was busy delivering a sermon. '0 Rasulullaah ~!' I said, 'A stranger 
has come to enquire about his Deen because he knows not what his Deen is.' 
Leaving the sermon aside, Rasulullaah ~ turned to me and came to me. His 
chair, the legs of which I think were of iron, was then brought. RasuluIlaah ~ 
sat on it and started teaching me that which Allaah had taught him. Thereafter, 
he returned to his sermon and completed what remained of it." (4) 

Rasulullaah ~ Teaches Deen toa Bedouin, to 
Hadhrat Farwah bin Musayk ~~~ and to a 

delegation from Bahraa 
Hadhrat Jareer ~~ reports that a Bedouin once came to Rasulullaah ~ 
saying, "Teach me Islaam." Rasulullaah ~ explained, "(Islaam is) That you 
testify that there is none worthy of worship but Allaah and that Muhammad ~ 

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his HjJya (Vol.1 Pg.189). 
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (VoL 1 Pg.188). 
(3) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.S Pg.230). 
(4) 	Muslim (VoLl Pg.287). Bukhaari has reported a similar narration in his Adab (pg.171), as have 

Nasa'ee in his Zeenah, Tabraani and Abu Nu'aym, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.S Pg.242). 
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is the servant and Rasul (messenger) of Allaah, that you establish salaah, pay 
zakaah, fast during Ramadhaan, perform Hajj of the Kabah, love for people what 
you love for yourself and dislike for people what you dislike for yourself." (1) 

Hadhrat Muhamm~d bin umaarah bin Khuzaymah bin Thaabit says, "Hadhrat 
Farwah bin Musayk Muraadi ~ forsook the royalty of Kindah and arrived 
with a delegation to follow Rasulullaah ~. He stayed with Hadhrat Sa'd bin 
ubaadah ~~ where he learnt the Qur'aan, the Faraa'idh of Islaam and the 
Shari'ah." The narration continues further. (2) 

Hadhrat Dubaa'ah bint Zubayr bin Abdul Muttalib ~ reports that a 
delegation from Bahraa in Yemen once came to Madinah. They were thirteen 
men and when they arrived, they led their animals to the door of Hadhrat 
Miqdaad bin Amr ~ in the district of the Banu Jadeelah tribe. Hadhrat 
Miqdaad ~~ met them, extended a warm welcome to them and hosted them 
in a room of his house. When they came before Rasulullaah ~, they all 
accepted Islaam. Thereafter, they stayed several days and learnt about the 
Faraa'idh of Islaam. When they later returned to Rasulullaah ~ to bid him 
farewell, Rasulullaah ~ had gifts given to them, after which they left for their 
homes. (3) 

Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~ and Hadhrat Umar 
~~~ Teach Deen 

Hadhrat Ibn Seereen reports that when teaching Islaam to the people, Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr ®.~ and Hadhrat Umar ~~ would say, ''Worship Allaah without 
ascribing any partners to Him. Establish on time the salaah that Allaah has made 
Obligatory for you because any deficiency in this spells certain destruction. Pay 
zakaah with a cheerful heart, fast during Ramadhaan and listen to and obey your 
leaders." (4) 
Hadhrat Hasan narrates that a Bedouin once came to Hadhrat Umar ~~ saying, 
"0 Ameerul Mu'mineen! Teach me the Deen." Hadhrat Umar ~ said, "(The 
Deen of Islaam is) To testify that there is none worthy of worship but Allaah and 
that Muhammad ~ is the Rasul (messenger) of Allaah, to establish salaah, to 
pay zakaah, to perform Hajj of the Kabah and to fast during Ramadhaan. You 
should also look only at the apparent actions of people and beware not to 
probe their private lives. Furthermore, beware not to do anything that will be a 
cause of embarrassment (if people found out) and when you meet Allaah, tell 
Him that Umar instructed you to do these things." (5) 

Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar ~ added, "0 servant of Allaah! 
Hold fast to this and when you meet Allaah, then tell Him whatever comes to mind." (6) 

(I) Ibn ]areer, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal0/o1.1 Pg.70). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd 0/01.1 Pg.327). 
(3) Ibn Sa'd 0/01.1 Pg.331). 
(4) Abdur Razzaaq, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Ibn ]areer and Rustah in his Imaan, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaa/ 

0/01.1 Pg.69). 
(5) Bayhaqi and Isfahaani in his Hujjah. 
(6) Ibn Adi and Bayhaqi, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaa/0/01.1 Pg.70). 
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Hadhrat Hasan narrates that a man approached Hadhrat Umar @~ saying, "0 
Ameerul Mu'mineen! I am a man from the countryside and have many duties to 
tend to. Do advise me to do something that I can trust in to convey me (to 
Jannah)." Hadhrat Umar ~~ said to him, "Give me your hand and understand 
me well." When the man gave him his hand, Hadhrat Umar @)1.,~ said, "You 
should worship Allaah without ascribing partners to him, establish salaah, pay 
the obligatory zakaah, perform Hajj, perform Umrah and obey (your leaders). You 
should also look only at the apparent actions of people and beware not to probe 
their private lives. Do every such deed that will not embarrass you when the news 
of it spreads amongst people and stay away from every such act that will be a 
cause of embarrassment and disgrace when the news reaches others." 
"0 Ameerul Mu'mineen!" the man said, "I shall practise on this advice and when I 
meet my Rabb, I shall say, 'It was Umar bin Khattaab who told me to do this.'" To 
this, Hadhrat Umar ~ remarked, "Hold fast to this and when you meet your 
Rabb, you may tell Him whatever you like." (I) 

Teaching Salaah 

Rasulullaah ~ Teaches the Sahabah i@~ How 


to Perform Salaah 

Hadhrat Abu Maalik Ashja'ee reports from his father @)1.,~ that salaah was 
the first thing Rasulullaah ~ taught anyone who accepted Islaam. (2) 

Hadhrat Hakam bin Umayr @~ reports that Rasulullaah ~ taught them 
thus: ''When you stand up for salaah, say 'Allaahu Akbar' and raise your hands 
without passing your ears. Then recite: 

, )I, "'''' "'", '" ~", ,,,,,,,'" ", ,J, ... ", ~1'''' ,,,,,,,,.,, , ""', )I 

H.:.I~ 4:.11 '.lJ.:.I...I>.' JWJ ~I.:.IJ~J .:.I~J, ......+U11!J ~" , , 

'You are Pure, 0 Allaah and we praise You, Blessed is Your name, Lofty 
is Your honour and there is none worthy ofworship but You.",(3) 

Rasulullaah ~f Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~f 


Hadhrat Umar ~~~ and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 

Mas'ood ®~ Teach the Tashahhud 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar @~ says, "Hadhrat Abu Bakr @,~ used to 
teach us the Tashahhud from the pulpit just as little children are taught at 
school." (4) 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas @~ says(S), "Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab 
~ once took hold of my hand and taught me the Tashahhud, informing me 
that Rasulullaah ~ has also taken him by the hand and taught him the 
Tashahhud, which is: 
(1) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaalryo1.8 Pg.208). 
(2) Tabraani and Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmecl by Haythami 0101.1 Pg.293). 
(3) Abu Nu'aym. as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal 0101.4 Pg.203). 
(4) Musaddad and Tahaawi, as quoted in Kanzul UmmaaJryol.4 Pg.217}. 
(5) Daar Qutni. as quoted in Kanzul Ummaalryol.4 Pg.217l. 
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~ " ... ,,,, " ,1.1.1' ;J",'" , ~.J iZ ,.,.

"~~l?Jt:;.J1 ~4;kl1 ,~I~I ,~~~1" 
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Abd Qaari narrates that he heard Hadhrat Umar bin 
Khattaab ~ teaching the Tashahhud to the people from the pulpit. He was 
telling the people to recite .... (~~~h The narration still continues further. (I) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ says, "Rasulullaah ~ used to teach us 
the Tashahhud just as he taught us a Surah of the Qur'aan." (2) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ said, "Rasulullaah ~ taught me the 
Tashahhud with my hand in his just as he would teach me a Surah of the 
Qur'aan. II The narration then proceeds to cite the words of the Tashahhud. (3) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ also mentioned, "Rasulullaah ~ used 
to teach us the beginnings of the Surahs and the Qur'aan, as well as the 
Khutbahs for salaah and for other occasions (such as the Khutbah for marriage)." 
The narration then continues to discuss the Tashahhud. (4) 

Hadhrat Aswad reports, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~.IJ.1~ used to teach us 
the Tashahhud just as he would teach us a Surah of the Qur'aan. In fact, he 
would even correct the simple errors we made in the AJif(l) and Waaw G)." (5) 

Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~~ Teaches Salaah to a 
man who Could not Perform Salaah Well 

Hadhrat Zaid bin Wahab reports that when Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~~ once 
entered the Masjid, he noticed a man who was performing salaah without 
carrying out the Ruku and Sajdah properly. When the man had completed, Hadhrat 
Hudhayfah ~~ said to him, "For how long have you been performing salaah 
like this?" When the man informed him that he had been performing salaah in 
that manner for the past forty years, Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~ remarked, "You 
have performed no salaah for the last forty years. Had you died while performing 
salaah in this manner, you would not have died on the creed in which Allaah 
created Muhammad ~." As Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~~ then proceeded to 
teach the man how to perform salaah properly, he said, "Even though a man 
makes his salaah brief, he must carry out the Ruku and Sajdah properly." (6) 

Teaching Adhkaar and Du'aas 
Rasulullaah _ Teaches Adhkaar and Du'aas to 


Hadhrat Ali ~~ 

Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib ~)l.,~ narrates that Rasulullaah ~~ once said to 

him, "Should I give you five thousand goats or teach you five phrases that 

(I) Maalik, Shaafi'ee, Tahaawi, Abdur Razzaaq and others. 
(2) Ibn Abi Shaybah. Another similar report has been narrated from Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~. 

(3) Ibn Abi Shaybah. 
(4) Askari in his Amthaal. 
(5) Ibn Najjaar. The above narrations have been quoted in Kanzul Ummaal(Vol.4 Pg.218-219). 
(6) Abdur Razzaaq, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Bukhaari and Nasa'ee, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (VolA 

Pg.230). 
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contain the welfare of your Deen and your worldly life?" "0 Rasulullaah ~!" 
Hadhrat Ali ®)J.,~ replied, "While five thousand goats are plenty, I prefer that 
you teach me the five phrases." Rasulullaah ~ then told Hadhrat Ali ®)J.,~ to 
recite the following: 

,Vi, ,""'" ill' ,,,, 1 ' ,..., ,,, 
". ~.uj......, j:.. ~ 'I\·:li I,.".JljJ 
~- J'"""- tI"'i' ..r... ~ . , 

"0 Allaah1 Forgive my sins, make my character accommodating, make 
my earnings lawful, make me content with what You provide for me 
and never allow my heart to hanker after something that You have not 
decreed for me." (I) 

Hadhrat Ali ~~~ Teaches Adhkaar and Du'aas to 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Ja'far ~~ 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin ]a'far ®lli.'~ used to teach his daughters certain words 
(of du'aa) and instructed them to always recite them. He mentioned that it was 
Hadhrat Ali ~ who taught these to him and informed him that Rasulullaah 
• used to recite them whenever he faced a difficulty or was worried about 
something. The words were: 

.,'::.i, ~,., :~ :i121 ,L, ~, .!J"W ~~ .. '.<-i, ", t.:J, ~, ~, 4J1 ~" '-t.r . I)J I.:.r-:'" J ·.......:r ~ ""
~ J . 

,< ~ :i121 JJ ~( ,1;.:'1,VI " 

I.:.r-:'" ~J"" J ~ 
"There is none worthy of worship but Allaah The Most Tolerant and 
Magnanimous. Pure is He the Most Blessed Allaah Who is the Rabb of 
the universe and the Rabb of the Glorious Throne. All praise belongs to 
Allaah the Rabb of the universe." (2) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin ]a'far ®~ says, "Ali ~~ once said to me, 'Dear 
nephew1 I shall teach you some words that I heard from Rasulullaah •. 
Whoever recites them at the time of his death shall certainly enter Jannah. 
(They are) To recite three times: 

"~):.i, ~\ 4.lJ, ~'4JI~" ... ... ... , 
'There is none worthy of worShip but Allaah The Most Tolerant and 
Magnanimous' 

To recite three times: 
"', ...... ' \II '" ~ J',,,,, '''' 

"~WI ~J~~'" 
'All praise belongs to Allaah the Rabb of the universe' 

To recite three times: 
(I ", ,,,, ",.J t,.,,,.,J ill' .1 , ,Jill'" ,.1.1, .1' ",.,'''' ill' ,'" 

"j!~:~"y~~J ,. !~1J ~ I!.1.lJI ~'k 1$~I.:JJ~" 

'Blessed is the Being in whose hand is all kingdom, who gives life and 


(1) Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal\l/ol.4 Pg.230). 
(2) Nasa'ee and Abu Nu'aym. as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal \1/01.1 Pg.298). 
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death and Who has power over all things,(l) 

Rasulullaah ~ Teaches Adhkaar and Du'aas to 
Some Sahabah ~~~ 

Hadhrat Said bin Junaadah ~ says, "I was one of the first persons from the 
people of Taa'if to meet Rasulullaah ~ (to accept Islaam). I left early in the 
morning from Saraat in the upper reaches of Taa'if and reached Mina at the time 
of Asr. r then climbed a mountain and descended (to Makkah where I accepted 
Islaam). Rasulullaah ~ then taught me the words: 

'~ :UJIJ :UJI ~~ 4:J~ ~J ~ J~IJ ~I ~~" 
Rasulullaah ~ then said, "These words are the Baaqiyaatus Saalihaat 
(everlasting good deeds) (2).,,(3) 


Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b ~~ narrates that Rasulullaah ~ taught them to 

recite the following du'aa every morning: 


,"" "" ,J ~ '" "" , .,..J '.J "" "",.";11''' ". "",'., , t"''' ,. ", , "."'tIJ,If' 

~ WI ~~~ ~J i.f~~1 ~J ~~~I ~~ ~I" 

"~:<"jl JI.:~ ~l?t:;~ I~';'~QI u.oJ;J :'J
~'" v·", """ """,,,. 

"We begin the morning on the natural way of Islaam, the Kalimah of 
sincerity, the Sunnah of our Nabi Muhammad ~ and on the creed of 
Hadhrat Ibraheem ~I,t!b who was never a Mushrik." 

Rasulullaah ~ also taught them to recite the same du'aa in the evenings." (4) 
Hadhrat Sa'd ~!l-~ reports that Rasulullaah ~ taught them the following 
du'aa just as a teacher would teach children to write: 

'" .) ~ t ,,,.1., t., ;I.J , .J f." .) ,J '''' "..J , .1 f.", ,.I'". "..J , .J t .) 1M tZ:.J ~ ". 

y~JI J~ ~jl iJ\ ~ ~~J"1j ~I~ ~~J"lJ ~\~ ~~J"\-il~\" 

'~I yl~JQiJl ~~~~;fJ~1 
"'", '" ;II .,.,. ". 

"0 Allaah! I beseech You to protect me from miserliness, from 
cowardice, from being returned to an age of infirmity (senility), from 
the tribulations of this world and from punishment in the grave." (5) 

Hadhrat Naufal ~~~ narrates, "Rasulullaah ~ taught us the following du'aa 
to be recited when a person passes away: 

;.J,,.'" '.J~" ".1.1 .,.,..-, 1MtI'". "',"''''',. ,"'#'" ,"''''", If',., ,.) '.J.L,. 
.:J~ I~~I ~jJJ ~ ~IJ~ ;.:;.JI~ ~IJ ~I.p-b ~I'p-~.&I ~I" 

.J"-,. ""', ''''' .1",' Y, II,"" , .1"',"'''' "''''.J,.J "'III'II' 

";UJ W #\.9 u..., "-! ~I -.:;..iIJ '.# ~I ~ ~J iJ~ .' -,II ,,~
'" "".". ":1 V· 

'0 Allaah! Forgive our brothers, unite us and create love between us. 0 
Allaah! We know only good of this servant of Yours (take his name) but 
You know him better than us. Do forgive us and him.' 

I was the youngest of the Sahabah ~ at the time and I asked, 'And what if I 
(1) Kharaa'iti in his Makaarimul Akhlaaq, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (VoL8 Pg.lll). 
(2) As referred to in verse 46 of Surah Kahaf and verse 76 of Surah Maryam. 
(3) Tabraani, as quoted in the TaiSeerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.86). 
(4) Abdullaah bin Ahmad in his Zawaa'id, as quoted in Kanzul ummaal (VoL 1 Pg.294). 
(5) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal(Vol.! Pg.307). 
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do not know anything good about him?' Rasulullaah ~ replied, 'Say only that 

which you are certain of." (1) 


Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit ~ narrates that when Ramadhaan arrived, 

Rasulullaah ~ would teach them the following du'aa: 


"0 Allaah! Keep me safe and well for Ramadhaan, keep Ramadhaan safe 
and well for me and accept it (my fasting and Ibaadahin Ramadhaan) 
from me." (2) 

Hadhrat Ali $t~ Teaches People how to Send 
Salutations to Rasulullaah ~ 

Hadhrat Salaamah Kindi narrates that Hadhrat Ali ~~ taught the people to 
send salutations to Rasulullaah ~ with the following words: 

t+.;;~" \'.{L.,i I' ,:"~il '11Ii-:" I;'';'::':''j\ 't I.... 1'.1 """1" I"~I""" • """....r:: ~ Y.r- J~J ~" t..$J~J ~1j>..A.4.J o.s=: ~ 
~ '" ." "" 

.!J4 ~ II ~ .!J /.;; aJiJJ .£ulf~ ."..>I:;J .!l;1j1.:P .J,i("; 't :.;.\ ~~J 
,.. " ~, " Ji ,->" J". "...r' U---", ",., 

;, '" "" II!', ",'" ,.I ... '" III' " ,'" "''''''', .,. ", w.J ",,,, ,,,,,,,, ", , "'" 
yi- ~~y ~ Ij,...,........ ~~ .:J.t~ ~lj~ loS' ~4~1 ~~ 
.iJ '\ S~ II ~ ~~~~ lWb. ,ci..;.:i ~( ....:" ... ,,, f ....:ii : " .~ '.t" ~"" """ ; :;; "" J ,,¥- i.S! r:,I'J J" ...:r o..r;,
,. ", ,"''' " '" ..., ", ," '" ,,, .J,.1~' ",.J ;W ". ",,,, I ,'" ~ .,. 
~IJ ~~IJ . .:illl ~~.,> ~ yJ.WI I.;..:!JA 0\.11'" ....,.W ~ t..$JJI ~ \;";"'. "," Y-7 "" .,..,. .,. ""'";. " 
,J "'''' .J,.J ",''''' ... .1, "'".1'" ... ,'" ,,;,. ",' "".1", "','" ",,,, ,.I
"jl:>-J q,.-W\ ~I~ ....l>:.:).~1 ~~UJ ....~~I~~J ....~~I ~b...p.,.. 

", "'.,.'" '" ", II' '" "'.,. .,. 

WI ' 111''''.Il ... 11", ... "",,,,..,.11,.., _","?, ,WI' "',,,, ".J, ;". ,.1,,-' !II' ,oJ 

~I .~J~~ cl.l.,....,..>J ~~.h!:!J q.;UI ....~ .:J¥'J ~J~I~ 
"''' ", -.1 ,..," _',..1"" ,;ill, , ", , '"I' ,J ,,,,,,,,. ,- t!,',..I',', ,

~IJJS:,.yi-~~~ .. ..A ~1 ~l.QS:Wio o~" 1!.1J~ .J~;U ~III fS ,. v,. ," ;.:-..,. ~ \.,;-
,'" til ", "'" "'.I~'" ,.1,,' , '" ",. ,",,., , ," ,',
;.j~ ~W\ ~~ ~ ~I ..:..:tU1~J~I ~ll;$ ,.p..J>.J yj.\MJ1 ~Iy ~j IX 

o;t+~JI J~ AJ .£u~1 .~..A o~\J ~J; 11 ~ J11;J ~:d ~I~ ~jlJ , ,. ,., \,.I, ~., ,. 

"~,,lA~J ~J' t..:J ....~. I~ ~ IS a.JLWI'~;J
II" II II ...,--y- II ~ Y--;--,. ...,.-;, 

"0 AIlaah The One Who has spread out the earth and created the 
heavens. 0 TheOne Who has authority over the nature of hearts, be 
they good or evil. Bestow Your most selected mercies, Your every 
increasing blessings and the kindest of Your compassion on 
Muhammad ~ who is Your servant and Rasul (messenger), who is 
the seal of the Ambiyaa (prophets) before him, the key to the locked 
(treasures of wisdom and Your graces), the one who used the truth to 
make the truth evident and who repelled the armies of falsehood. As 

(I) Abu Nu'aym. as quoted in Kanz.ul Ummaal (Vot8 Pg.114). 
(2) Tabraani in his Du'aa and Daylami, as quoted in Kanzui ummaai(Vo1.4 Pg.232). 
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was entrusted to him, he fulfilled Your commands with the valour of 
his obedience to You and was always prepared to please you without 
shuffling his feet about and without weakness in his resolve. He called 
towards Your revelation, fulfilled his pledge to You and constantly 
strove to enact Your commands until the fire (of Islaam) had been 
stoked for anyone wishing to take a spark from it. It is by him that 
hearts were guided after being immersed in evil and vice. It was him 
who made manifest the clear signs and distinct features of Islaam and 
its unmistakable injunctions. He is the one whom You trust and with 
whom You have placed Your trust. He is the treasurer to Your 
knowledge and the one in whom You have vested Your knowledge. He 
shall be Your witness on the Day of Qiyaamah and it is he whom You 
have sent with Your bounties. He is after all, Your true Rasul (prophet). 
o Allaah! Expand Your eternal Jannah for him and from Your 
ever-increasing grace, do reward him with the purest of rewards that 
are given time and time again and grant him from Your abundant 
bounties that are safely treasured. 0 Allaah! Raise his house above all 
others, grant him the best hospitality with You and grant him the most 
complete light. When You raise him (on the Day of Qiyaamah). do also 
grant him the privilege of having his testimony accepted by Yourself 
and let his words be pleasing to You, just, decisive and a clear and 
triumphant proof (against the Kuffaar)." (I) 

Teaching Guests and Those who Came 
to Madinah 


Rasulullaah ~ Instructs the Sahabah ~~~ to 

Teach the Delegation from the Abdul Qais Tribe 


Hadhrat Shihaab bin Abbaad reports that he heard a Sahabi ~ who had 
been part of the Abdul Qais delegation say, "When we came to Rasulullaah ~, 
the Muslims were extremely happy with our arrival and they made ample way for 
us to sit when we reached their gathering. Rasulullaah ~ welcomed us and as 
he looked at us, he asked who our leader was. When we all indicated that he was 
Mundhir bin Aa'idh, Rasulullaah ~ remarked, 'Is he the Ashaj (the one with the 
scar on his face)?' This was the first time that this name was used for him on 
account of an injury to his face caused by the hoof of a donkey. 'That is him, 0 
Rasulullaah ~!' we confirmed. 
Mundhir ~ had stayed behind the rest of the delegation (when they went 
before Rasulullaah ~) to tie their animals and secure their belongings. He 
then took out his bag, removed his travelling clothes· and wore his best clothes. 
When he made his way to RasuluIlaah ~~, Rasulullaah ~ was reClining with 
(I) 	Tabraani in his Awsat and Abu Nu'aym in the Awaali of Sa'eed bin Mansoor, as quoted in Kanzill 

Ummaal (Vol.! Pg.214), In his TafSeer (Vo1.3 Pg.509) Haafidh Ibn Katheer has commented on the 
narration. 
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his legs stretched out. As he approached the gathering, the people made way for 
him, saying, 'Sit here, 0 Ashaj.' Rasulullaah ~ was now sitting up, holding his 
legs up. Rasulullaah mg; said, 'Sit here, 0 Ashaj.' He sat on Rasulullaah ~'s 
right hand side and, sitting up straight, Rasulullaah ~ welcomed him and 
treated him warmly. Rasulullaah ~ then asked him about his land, taking the 
names of various places in the territory of Hajar, such as Safa and Mushaqar. 
'May my parents be sacrificed for you, 0 Rasulullaan ~!' Mundhir ~ said 
in astonishment, 'You know the names of our towns better than us.' Rasulullaah 
~ said, 'I have travelled extensively through your land.' 
Rasulullaah ~ then turned to the Ansaar saying, '0 assembly of Ansaar! Treat 
your brothers well because together with being Muslims like you, they also 
resemble you most closely in hair and complexion. (Like you) They have accepted 
Islaam willingly and have neither been for<::ed to accept nor was there any need to 
attack and fight them for refusing to accept.' (The Ansaar then hosted the del<,;gation). 
Some time later, Rasulullaah ~ asked the delegation, 'How did you find the 
. hospitality that your brothers gave yoU?' They replied, 'They are the best of 
brothers. They gave us soft beds to sleep in, superb food to eat and they spent 
their days and nights teaching us the Book of our Rabb and the Sunnah of our 
Nabi ~.' This impressed Rasulullaah ~ and made him very happy. 
Rasulullaah ~ then turned to each one of us to assess what we had learnt and 
what we had been taught. While some of us had learnt the Tashahhud, some had 
learnt Surah Faatiha, others had learnt a Surah, others two Surahs and there 
were also others who had learnt one or two Sunnah practices." The narration still 
continues further in great detail. (I) 

Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri !:ID.~~ reports, "We were sitting with Rasulullaah 
~ when he said, 'A delegation from the Abdul Qais have come.' We could see 
no one, but after a short while, we saw that they had arrived. After they had 
greeted Rasulullaah ~, he said to them, 'Have you any dates or any provisions 
left over?' When they said that they had, Rasulullaah mg; had a leather spread 
laid out. They then poured out the dates they had left over and Rasulullaah ~ 
gathered the Sahabah ~ around. Rasulullaah ~ then said to them, 'This 
date is called Barni.' He then proceeded to name all the different varieties of 
dates and the delegation confirmed all the names as correct. 
Thereafter, Rasulullaah ~ gave instructions for every man of the delegation to 
be hosted by one of the Muslims, who would teach him the Qur'aan and salaah. 
They stayed a week, after which Rasulullaah ~~ summoned them and assessed 
that they had not yet learnt well enough and had not yet developed a keen 
understanding (of Islaam). Rasulullaah ~ then handed them over to another 
group of Muslims, with whom they stayed for another week. When Rasulullaah 
~ again summoned them (and assessed them), he discovered that they had 
learnt well and developed a sound understanding. '0 Rasulullaah ~!' they 
submitted, 'Allaah has taught us tremendous good and granted us 
(i) 	Ahmad (VolA Pg.206), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoL8 Pg.178) 

and by Mundhiri in his Targheeb wat Tarheeb (VolA Pg.152l. 
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understanding. However. we are now yearning for home.' Rasulullaah ~ then 
permitted them to return home. They then said. 'Why don't we ask Rasulullaah 
~ about the drinks that we consume in our land?' ... The Hadith then 
proceeds to cite the prohibition of consuming drinks fermented in pumpkin 
shells, hollowed wood and dyed containers. (1) 

Acquiring knowledge While Travelling 

Rasulullaah ~ Teaches the Injunctions of Deen 


While Travelling for the Farewell Hajj 

Hadhrat Jaabir ~~ narrates that after living in Madinah for nine years, 
Rasulullaah ~ did not perform Hajj until the announcement was made one 
day that Rasulullaah ~ would be performing Hajj that year. A great multitude 
of people then arrived in Madinah with the intention of following Rasulullaah 
~ and doing what he did. There were still five days left of Dhul Qa'dah when 
Rasulullaah ~ left (Madinah) with the Sahabah ~. It was when they 
reached Dhul Hulayfah that Hadhrat Muhammad bin Abu Bakr ~ was born 
to Hadhrat Asmaa bint Umays ~. She sent a message to ask Rasulullaah 
~ what she was to do, Rasulullaah ~ replied saying, "Take a bath, use a 
cloth to hold the blood and enter into Ihraam." 
Rasulullaah ~ then proceeded further and it was when his camel took him to 
Baydaa that he called out the TaJbjya of Towheed saying: 

"'", "'} , " 
"cl.lclJ~~ 

The Sahabah ~~ also red ted the Talbiya and although Rasulullaah. heard 
some of them add phrases like" " C'Dhal Ma'aarij"), he did not rebuke them. 
Hadhrat Jaabir ~ says, "The people in front of Rasulullaah ~ reached as 
far as I could see. They were on foot and on animals. Behind Rasulullaah ~ 
were just as many people, and there were also that many on his right and his left. 
Rasulullaah ~ was in our midst and he was well aware of the meanings of the 
Qur'aanic verses that came to him. We therefore did exactly what we saw 
Rasulullaah ~ doing." (2) 

The aspects of Deen that Rasulullaah ~ taught the Sahabah i€6~ on this 
journey and in the sermons he delivered during the Hajj will be quoted in the 
chapter discussing Hajj. Some of it has however passed in the chapter discussing 
learning while out in Jihaad. 

The Incident of How Hadhrat Jaabir Ghaadiri 
~~ Acquired Knowledge during Rasulullaah 

~'sJourney 
Hadhrat Jaabir bin Azraq Ghaadiri ~ says, "I was riding my animal and 
{lj Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.3 Pg.113). 
(2) Ahmad, as quoted in Ai Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vo1.5 Pg.146). 

www.islamicbulletin.com



229 THE UVES OF THE SAHABAH i4@~~ (Vol-3) 

carrying my provisions when I came to Rasulullaah ~. I rode with him until 
we reached a waypoint. Rasulullaah ~ dismounted and entered a leather tent, 
the door of which was guarded by more than thirty men armed with whips. As I 

drew closer, one of them started pushing me away. I said, 'If you push me, I shall 
push you and if you hit me, I shall hit you.' 'You must be the worst of all men!' he 
remarked. 'By Allaah!' I retorted, 'You are worse than me.' 'How is that?' he asked. 
'I have come form the far ends of Yemen to listen to Rasulullaah ~ so that I 
may report back to my people at home, yet you are pushing me away.' 'You are 
right,' the man submitted, 'I swear by Allaah that I am worse than you.' 
Rasulullaah ~ then rode on and it was from the Jamarah Aqabah in Mina that 
people started crowding around him in great numbers to ask him questions. 
However, because of their large nambers, none of them could get close to him. A 
man who had trimmed (and not shaven off) his hair came to Rasulullaah ~ 
saying, '0 Rasulullaah ~! Do pray that Allaah showers His mercy on me.' 
RasuluUaah ~ said, 'May Allaah shower His mercy on those who shave off 
their hair.' Again the man pleaded saying, 'Do pray that Allaah showers His mercy 
on me.' Rasulullaah ~ repeated, 'May Allaah shower His mercy on those who 
shave off their hair.' When the man again appealed, 'DO pray that Allaah showers 
His mercy on me', Rasulullaah ~ again said, 'May Allaah shower His mercy 
on those who shave off their hair.' After Rasulullaah ~ repeated this three 
times, the man went to have his hair shaved off. Thereafter, I only saw men 
with shaved heads. II (1) 

Allaama Ibn Jareer's Interpretation of the verse "u is not for the Mu'mineen to 
proceed (in Jihaad) all togethert 
Allaama Ibn Jareer neS cited numerous interpretations of the verse: 

'" ,4 /I '" It,~iiI;ii'~ V 111' .--.... ,.1,l1li ,', IoltI '" , ,"""" "",""'_,1, IP~ ,.1 , .... ",'" .I' '" "" ,,,,)
.J ,:-.:;~~~ I u..1.b ~~..i 1<" ...... ~ ';i: Ii a..;1S' 'i,;:·1 " ....... ~-.I' "IS'L.J 

~ ~ ~ ", -J;'-r v,.r- .r- _~ J~""YV-

(\n~i :4y oJJo-M) (to ,,~~~:1~1~T~j '~~~jJ 'J~~) J;U' 
It is not for the Mu'mineen to proceed (in jI'haad) all together 
(simultaneously when it is not Fardh for all to participate). Why does a 
small group from every large party not proceed to attain a deep 
understanding of Oeen so that they may warn their people when they 
return to them so that they may beware (ofsin)? {Surah Taubah, verse 

I22} 

After citing them, he states: "With regard to the phrase "to attain a deep 
understanding of Deen so that they may warn their people when they return to 
them so that they may beware" the most correct interpretation is that of those 
scholars who say that the deep understanding of Oeen is attained by the group 
proceeding out (in Jihaad) because they witness first-hand the help that Allaah 
renders to the people of the Oeen and to the companions of Rasulullaah ~ 
against the enemies and Kuffaar. It is by this first-hand observation that they can 

(I) Abu Nu'ayrn, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (VoU Pg.49). Ibn Mandah has also reported the 
narration, as quoted in lsaabah ryol.l Pg.211). 
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make unwary people understand the truth of Islaam and that it will prevail over 
all other religions. At the same time, when they return home, they may warn their 
own people against doing anything that will attract Allaah's punishment as they 
had witnessed it afflict the Mushrikeen whom they had conquered. In this way, 
their people will also beware (not to transgress Allaah's commands). The verse 
therefore tells us that when these people warn their people about what they have 
seen, their people would take heed and their Imaan in Allaah and His Rasool 
~ would increase out of fear that they should not be afflicted by the 
punishment that afflicted the people they have been informed about." (1) 

Combining Jihaad and Acquiring Knowledge 
The Statement of Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri 
~~~ about how the Sahabah ~~ Combined 

Fighting Battles with Acquiring Knowledge 
Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri !iI~ says, 'When we marched to battles, we would 
leave behind one or two men to listen to Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah ~ and 
when we returned from the battle, they would narrate to us all that Rasulullaah 
~ said. Therefore, when we narrate these Ahadeeth, we can say that 
Rasulullaah ~ said it." (2) 

Combining Earning and Acquiring 

Knowledge 


The Narration of Hadhrat Anas ~~~ about how 
the Sahabah ~~~ Combined Earning with 

Acquiring Knowledge 
Hadhrat Thaabit Bunaani reports that Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik ~ 
mentioned seventy men from the Ansaar who would go to a specific place in 
Madinah as soon as night fell. They would then spend the night there learning 
and teaching the Qur'aan. When morning arrived, whoever amongst them still 
had some strength would gather firewood and fetch drinking water. Those who 
had some money would then slaughter a goat, prepare the meat and hang it at 
Rasulullaah ~'s rooms. 
Hadhrat Anas ~ continues, "When Khubayb !iI)1,~ was martyred (in 
Makkah), Rasulullaah ~ dispatched these seventy Sahabah ~ on an 
expedition. Amongst the group was my uncle Haraam bin Milhaan ~. When 
they appruached a clan belonging to the Banu Sulaym tribe (who seemed 
antagonistic), Haraam ~ addressed the leader of the clan saying, 'May I 
inform your people that we have no intention of attacking them so that they may 
leave us alone.' The leader agreed but it was when Haraam ~)1,~ was 
(I) Ibnjareer (VoUI Pg.51). 
(2) Ibn Abi Khaythama and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul UmmaaJ (Vo1.5 Pg.240). 
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addressing the people that someone thrust a spear at him that penetrated right 
through his body. When Haraam ~~~ felt the spear strike his belly, he 
exclaimed, 'Allaahu Akbar! I swear by the Rabb of the Kabah that I am successfu1!' 
The people of the clan then attacked the other Sahabah ~~~ and did not spare 
anyone to tell the tale. I have never seen Rasulullaah ~ so pained about any 
expedition than he was at this. In fact, every time Rasulullaah ~ performed 
the Fajr salaah, I would see him raise his hands to curse the people of the 
clan." (1) 

Hadhrat Thaabit narrates that Hadhrat Anas ®l1"@% said, "A group of people once 
approached Rasulullaah ~~ with the request, 'Send some people with us to 
teach us the Qur'aan and the Sunnah.' Rasulullaah ~ sent a group of Ansaar 
with them who were referred to as the Qurra. Amongst the Qurra was my uncle 
Haraam ~~~. These were a group of Sahabah ~~ who were proficient in 
the Qur'aan and who spent the nights learning and teaching the Qur'aan. During 
the day they would fetch water to place in the Masjid and also gather firewood to 
sell. The profits of their sales were then employed to purchase food for the men 
of Suffa and other poor people. Nevertheless, when Rasulullaah ~ sent them, 
they were attacked and martyred before they could even reach their destination. 
Their final du'aa was, '0 Allaah! Convey the message to Your Nabi ~ on our 
behalf that we have already met with You, that we are pleased with You and that 
You are pleased with us.' It was from the back that a man thrust a spear right 
through the body of my uncle Haraam ®l1"@%. When this happened, Haraam 
~~~ exclaimed, 'I swear by the Rabb of the Kabah that I am successful!' 
Rasulullaah ~ (in Madinah) then informed the Sahabah ~~~ about the 
situation saying, 'Your brothers have been martyred and have prayed, '0 Allaah! 
Convey the message to Your Nabi ~ on our behalf that we have already met 
with You, that we are pleased with You and that You are pleased with us.",(2) 

Hadhrat Umar ®~~ and his Ansaari Neighbour 

Take turns to Learn 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ reports that Hadhrat Umar ~~ said, "I 
had an Ansaari neighbour from the upper reaches of Madinah who belonged to 
the Banu Umayyah bin Zaid tribe. He took turns with me in attending Rasulullaah 
~'s gatherings. He would go one day and I the next so that he brought me 
the news of revelation and other matters the day he went and I brought it to 
him the day I went. It was oD the day when it was his turn that he came 
knocking hard on my door, calling, 'Is Umar here!' I was alarmed and came out 

immediately. 'Something serious has taken place,' he said ... When I went to see 
Hafsah, she was in tears. 'Has Rasulullaah ~ divorced you?' I queried. 'I do not 
know,' she replied. I then went to Rasulullaah ~ and was still standing when I 
asked, 'Have you divorced your wives?'. When Rasulullaah ~ declared that he 

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (VoLl Pg.123). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.514). 
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had not, I cried out 'Allaahu Akbar!",(l) 

Hadhrat Baraa ~1Ju~ says that all of them could 
not Hear Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah ~ 

Hadhrat Baraa ~ says, ''All ofus. (Sahabah ~) were unable to (exclusively 
devote all our time to) listen to Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah ~because,;we had 
properties and occupations (that kept us busy). However, during those days, no 
one spoke lies and those who were with Rasulullaah ~ would convey the 
Ahadeeth to those who were absent." (2) 

Hadhrat Baraa ~ also said, "We did not hear every Hadith directly Jrom 
Rasulullaah ~ but our companions would narrate them to us when we were 
(unable to be with Rasulullaah ~ because we were) grazing the camels." (3) 

Hadhrat Talha ~)J.1~ says that it was During the 
Ends of the day that they went to Rasulullaah ~ 
Hadhrat AbuAnas Maalik bin Abu Aamir Asbahi says that he was with Hadhrat 
Talha bin Ubaydullaah ~~ when a man came to him saying, "0 Abu 
Muhammad! By Allaah! We do not know whether that Yamaani (Hadhrat Abu 
Hurayrah @~) knows more about Rasulullaah _ than the rest of you 
(Sahabah ~)! He seems to be making stories about Rasulullaah _ that 
you others do not mention." Hadhrat Talha ~ replied, "By Allaah! We have 
no doubts about the fact that he has heard from Rasulullaah _ what we have 
not heard and knows what we do not know. Because we were independent 
people with houses and families, we would go to Rasulullaah _ at the two 
ends of the day, after which we would return home. On the other hand, Abu 
Hurayrah ~ was a poor man with neither wealth, family or children. He was 
always with . Rasulullaah ~ and went wherever Rasulullaah ~ went. We 
therefore have no doubts about the fact that he knows what we do not know 
and has heard from Rasulullaah ~ what we have not heard. None of us 
(Sahabah ~) have ever accused him of attributing to Rasulullaah ~ 
statements that he never made." (4) 

Learning the Deenbefore Earning a Living 
HadhratUmar ~ said, "None may trade in our marketplace unless he .had 
developed an understanding of Deen (enabling him to trade in a manner that 
complies with the Shari'ah)." (5) 

(1) Bukhaari (Vol.l Pg.I9). 
(2) Haakim (Vol.l Pg.127), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. 
(3) 	Haaldm in his Ma'rifa Uloomil Hadith\Pg.14) and Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as 

mnfirmed by Haythami (VoLl Pg.154). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar narration,as quoted in 
Kanzui UmmaaJ (Vo1.5 Pg.238). 

(4) Haaldm (VoL3 Pg.512). 
(5) Tirmidhi. as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ(VoL2 Pg.21S). 
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Educating one's Family 
Hadhrat Ali ~~~'s Interpretation of the verse: 

"Save yourselves and your families from the Fire" 
Allaah says in the Qur'aan: 

_ £ tJ,.. , -", ,-.,., , " ",1y 'J,I)
('\I.:.o:!I:...-.1~ oJ.,....) '~V.i ~IJ~II"'; 

" ... Save yourselves and your families from the Fire : .. " {Surah Tahreem, verse 6} 
In his commentary of the above verse, Hadhrat Ali ~~ said, "Educate 
yourselves and your families in all that is good." (I) 

Another narration quotes Hadhrat Ali ~'s interpretation as, "Teach them 
(your families) and educate them in good etiquette (manners)." (2) 

Rasulullaah ~ Instructs People to Teach and 

Educate their Families 


Hadhrat Maalik bin Huwayrith ~~ reports,"We were a few youngsters of 
similar ages when we came to Rasulullaah ~ and stayed with him for twenty 
days. When Rasulullaah ~ sensed thai we were yearning for home, he asked 
us about our families and we toki him about them. Rasulullaah ~ was' 
extremely compassionate and merciful so he said to us, 'You may return home. 
You should however teach your families (the Deen yoU" have learnt), instruct 
them (to fulfil the requisites of Deen) and perform your salaah as you have seen 

•me performing salaah. When the time for salaah arrives, one of you should call 
out the Adhaan and the eldest amongst you should lead the salaah,,(3) 

Learning the Language of the Enemy and 

of Others for Sake of Deen 


Rasulullaah ~ Instructs Hadhrat Zaid ~~ to 

Learn the Jewish Language 


Hadhrat zaid bin Thaabit ~)1.1~ says, ''When Rasulullaah ~ just arrived in 
Madinah and I was brought before him, the people said, '0 Rasulullaah~1 
This boy from the Banu Najjaar tribe has already learnt seventeen of the Surahs 
that have been revealed to you.' When I then recited to Rasulullaah ~, he was 
very impressed and said, '0 Zaid1 Would you learn how to write the Jewish 
language because I swear by Allaah, I do not trust them to write for me.' I started 
learning the language and it was barely half a month later that I had mastered 
it. I was therefore Rasulullaah ~'s scribe when he wrote to the Jews and I 
would read to him the letters they wrote to him." (4) 

(I) Haakim, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheebfl/ol.l Pg.85). 
(2) Tabari in his Tafseerfl/ol.28 Pg.107). 
(3) Bukhaari in his Adab (Pg.33). 
(4) Abu Ya'ta and Ibn Asaakir. 
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In another narration, Hadhrat Zaid ~~ says, "Rasulullaah ~ once asked 
me, 'Do you know the Syriac language well because letters written in that 
language come to me?' when I declared that I did not, Rasull.lllaah ~ requested 
me to learn it. I then learnt the language in seventeen days." (I) 

Yet another narration states that Rasulullaah _ once said to Hadhrat Zaid 
!@.\1~, "Certain letters come to me that I would not like just anyone to read for 
me. would it be possible for you to learn to write in the Hebrew or Syriac 
language?" Hadhrat zaid ~compl~ed and learnt it in seventeen days. (2) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr W).1.1~ understands 
the Language of his Slaves 

Hadhrat Umar bin Qais says, "Although Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr ~~ 
had a hundred slaves, all of whom spoke a different language, he was capable 
of speaking to each of them in his own language. Whenever I saw him engaged 
in any worldly affair, I would say, 'Here is a man who does not think of Allaah for 
the blinking of an eye.' Then when I would see him engaged in any matter of the 
Aakhirah, I would say, 'Here is a man who does not think of this world for the 
blinking of an eye.!f!(3) 

Hadhrat Umar W,~~ Instructs the Study of 

Astronomy and Genealogy 


Hadhrat Umar !@.~ said, "Study as much astronomy as will assist you to 
navigate over land and sea during the darkness. Thereafter you should stop." (4) 
Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar !@~ said, "Study as much 
astronomy as will assist you in navigation and study as much genealogy as 
will assist you in maintaining good family ties.1! (5) 

HadhratAli W~ Instructs Hadhrat Abul Aswad 
Duwali to Write the Fatha, Dhamma and Kasra 

into the Qur'aanic Text 
Hadhrat Sa'sa'a bin Sowhaan narrates that a Bedouin once came to Hadhrat Ali 
~~ and asked, "0 Ameerul Mu'mineen! How do you recite the verse:~l ill'~ ~) 
(o~liJl ('Only those who take steps shall eat it (the filth of Jahannam)')? By 
Allaah! Every one of us takes steps!" Hadhrat Ali ~ smiled and recited the 
verse thus: 

- ("" " , ,""""'\.(rv~1 :.ubJl oJ"..,) o~L:;J1 '::Ij llS"y '::I}f 

"Only the sinners shall eat it (in Jahannam)." {Surah Haaqqa, verse 37} 


The Bedouin then said, "You have spoken the truth. 0 Ameerul Mu'mineen. It is 

(1) ~u Va'la, Ibn Asaakir and Ibn Abi Dawood. 
(2) 	Ibn Abi Dawood and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vo1.5 Pg.I85). Ibn Sa'd 

(VolA Pg.174) has reported a similar narration. 
(3) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.549) and Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol. I Pg.334). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his !1m. 
(5) Hannaad, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.234). 
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not like Allaah to just leave His servant (in Jahannam)." Hadhrat Ali !:lil~ then 
turned to Hadhrat Abul Aswad Duwali and said, "All types of non-Arabs are 
entering into the fold of Islaam, so include something (in the Qur'aanic script) by 
which they may receive guidance to recite properly." It was then that the Fatha, 
Dhamrna and Kasra(l) were written. (2) 

For A Leader to Appoint someone to Teach the People 
Hadhrat Urwa ~~ reports that when Rasulul1aah ~ left for Hunayn, he 
appointed Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~ over the people of Makkah with 
instructions to teach the Qur'aan to the people and to create an understanding of 
Deen amongst them. Thereafter, when Rasulullaah ~ left for Madinah, he 
again appointed Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~ over the people of Makkah. (3) 

Hadhrat Mujaahid narrates that Rasulullaah ~ appointed Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin 
Jabal !:lil~ over the people of Makkah when he left for Hunayn so that he 
should create an understanding of Deen amongst them and teach them the 
Qur'aan.(4) 

Can a Leader Prevent Someone from 
Proceeding in the path of Allaah for the 

sake of Knowledge? 
Hadhrat Umar ®~~ Confines Hadhrat Zaid bin 
Thaabit ®~~ in Madinah to Teach the People 

Hadhrat Qaasim narrates that whenever Hadhrat Umar ~ left on a journey, 
he would leave Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit !:lil)1~ as his deputy in Madinah. 
Whereas Hadhrat Umar !:lil~ used to dispatch men to various cities (for 
teaching), he would send Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit ~ only for the most vital 
tasks (but would otherwise keep him in Madinah). When requests were made (by 
the people of the various Islaamic territories) to send specific people and Hadhrat 
zaid ~ was asked for by name,' Hadhrat Umar !:lil)1~. would say, "Zaid's 
status in my estimation has not fallen at all. I keep him' back only because the 
people of Madinah need Zaid in the matters they encounter and cannot get from 
anyone else what they get from him.,,(5) 

HadhratSaalim bin Abdul1aah says, ''We were with Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 
~ the day Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit ~ passed away. 'A great Aalim has 
passed away today,' Irernarked.'MayAllaahshowerHis mercy on him today,' Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Umar ~ commented, 'He was certainly a great Aalim and 
academic during the Khilaafah of Umar B~. While Umar ~~ dispatched 

(I) 	These are the diacritical marks found above and beneath Arabic letters indicating which vowel 
sound is to be read. 

(2) Bayhaqi, Ibn Asaakir and Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal(Vol.5 Pg.237). 
(3) Haakim (VoL3 Pg.270). 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.164). 
(5) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.174). 
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many people to the various cities an forbade them from passing verdicts by their 
own judgment, Zaid ~~ used to sit in Madinah and pass verdicts for the 
people of Madinah and those coming from outside.',,(1) 

Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit ~~~ Teaches People 

During the Khilaafa!I of Hadhrat Uthmaan OO~ 


and the Statement of Hadhrat Umar ~~ 


Concerning Hadhrat Mu'aadh OO~~'s 


Leaving for Shaam 

Hadhrat Abu Abdur Rahmaan Sulami reports that he used to recite the Qur'aan to 
Hadhrat Uthmaan ~. However, Hadhrat Uthmaan ~ once told him, "If 
you continue to do this, you will be distracting me from tending to public 
matters. You had rather go to Zaid bin Thaabit ~ because he has more time 
for this. Recite to him because his and my recitation is the same, without any 
differences whatsoever." (2) 

The narration has already passed (3) in which Hadhrat Ka'b bin Maalik ~~ 
narrates that Hadhrat Umar ~ used to say, "The departure of Hadhrat 
Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~ to Shaam was an event that presented much difficulty 
to Madinah and its people with regard to questions of Islaamic jurisprudence and 
the religious rulings (Fataawa) that Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~~ issued. I had spoken 
to Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~ about keeping Hadhrat Muaa'dh ~ behind (in 
Madinah) because the people needed him but Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~ refused 
this request saying, 'I cannot stop a man who wants to go somewhere in search 
of martyrdom.' I responded by saying, 'By Allaah! When a person is serving 
important interests of his townspeople, he will pe blessed with the status of a 
martyr even as he lies on his bed in his own home.'" 

Dispatching the Sahabah ~~~ to 

Various Lands for Teaching 


Rasulullaah ~ Dispatches a Group of Sahabah 

~~ to Educate the Udhal and Qaara Tribes 


Hadhrat Aasim bin Umar bin Qataadah narrates that delegates from the Udhal 
and Qaara tribes, both branches of the Jadeelah clan, came to Rasulullaah ~ 
after the Battle of Uhud. They requested Rasulullaah ~ saying, "Islaam has 
come to our land, so please send some of your companions with us to teach 
us the Qur'aan and assist us in understanding Islaam." Rasulullaah ~ then 
sent six Sahabah ~~, the Ameer of whom was Hadhrat Marthad bin Abu 

0) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.176). 
(2) Ibn Ambaari, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzui ummaai (Voi.5 Pg.184). 
(3) Under the heading "The Enthusiasm of the Sahabah ~ to March in Jihaad for the Pleasure of 

Allaah" and the subheading ''The Incident of Hadhrat Umar ~ and Hadhrat Abu Baler ~ 
Concerning the Departure of Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~" 
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Marthad ~.~, who was a close friend of Hadhrat Hamzah bin Abdul Muttalib 
~. The Hadith then continues to speak about the Battle of Rajee. (1) 

Rasulullaah ~ Sends Hadbrat Ali ~~~ and 

Hadbrat Abu·Ubaydah bin Jarraah ~~~ 


to Yemen 
Hadhrat Ali ~~ narrates, "Some people from Yemen once came to 
Rasulullaah ~ saying, 'please send to us someone who will help us develop an 
understanding of the Deen, who will teach us the Sunnah and judge between us 
by the Book of Allaah.' Rasulullaah ~ said, '0 Ali! Go to the people of Yemen, 
develop an understanding of Deen amongst them, teach them the Sunnah and 
judge between them by the Book of Allaah.' I responded by saying:' ''But the 
people of Yemen are a foolish bunch who will bring me cases about which I will 
have no knowledge.' Rasulullaah ~ placed his hand on my chest and 
reassured me saying, 'Go. Allaah shall guide your heart and make your tongue 
unwavering.' (By the blessings of this du'aa) Until this day, I have never doubted 
any judgement I have passed between two persons." (2) 

Hadhrat Anas ~ narrates that some people from Yemen once approached 
Rasulullaah ~ with the request, "Do send with us someone who will teach us 
the Qur'aan." Rasulullaah ~ took hold of the hand of Hadhrat Abu ubaydah 
bin Jarraah ~ and sent him with t!lem saying, ''This is the most trustworthy 
person of this Ummah." (3) Another narration states that the people of Yemen 
requested Rasulullaah ~ for someone who would teach them the Sunnah and 
Islaam.(4) 

Rasulullaah ~~ Sends Hadbrat Amr bin Hazam 
~~~, Hadbrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~llu~ and 
Hadbrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~~ to Yemen 

Hadhrat Abu Bakr bin Muhammad bin Amr bin Hazam said, "Here with us is the 
letter (of appointment) that Rasulullaah ~ had written for Hadhrat Amr bin 
Hazam ~.~ when Rasulullaah ~ sent him to Yemen to educate the people 
(in Islaam), to teach them the Sunnah and to collect their zakaah. The letter was 
an undertaking from Hadhrat Amr bin Hazam ~ and a briefing. The letter 
stated: 
"In the name ofAllaah, the Most Kind, the Most Merciful 
This is a letter from Allaah and His Rasool~. 

_ (.lo ,JI.1' ,JI," -rJl" '" iZ "ikT)
(\ ..::..,!l:oJ,iL.. O)r") ,,~#~ '.,;,,1 ,,,....' o!~, ~L:! 

o you who have Imaan, fulfil the undertakings you make. {Surah 
Maa'idah, verse I} 

(I) Haakim (Vo\.3 Pg.222). 
(2) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Muntakhab KanzuJ UmmaaJ(Vol.5 Pg.37). 
(3) Haakim (Vo1.3 Pg.267). 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (Vo\.3 Pg.299). 
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This is an undertaking that Muhammad Rasulullaah ~ is making with Amr bin 
Hazam when dispatching him to Yemen. His instructions are to have Taqwa in all 
matters because verily Allaah loves those who have Taqwa and those who do 
good." (I) 

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~ reports that Rasulullaah ~ send him and 
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~ to Yemen with instructions to teach the 
Qur'aan to the people. (21 

Rasulullaah ~ Sends HadhratAmmaar ~~~ to 
a Clan belonging to the Qais Tribe 

Hadhrat Ammaar bin Yaasir ~ relates, "Rasulullaah ~ once sent me to a 
clan belonging to the Qais tribe to teach themthe Shari'ah ofIslaam. However, I 

found them to be like wild camels, with their gazes always aspiring for more and 
with no other interests besides their goats and camels. I therefore returned to 
Rasulullaah ~. who asked, '0 Ammaarl What happened?' When I related to 
Rasulullaah ~ what the people were like and how indifferent they were, 
Rasulullaah ~ said, '0 Ammaarl Should I not inform you of people even 
stranger than these? They are people who know what these people are ignorant 
of and are still indifferent towards it as these people are.",(3) 

Hadhrat Umar ~~~ Dispatches Hadhrat 

Ammaar ~~~ and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 

Mas'ood ~~~ to Kufa and sends Hadhrat 


Imraan ~1J.1~ to Basrah 

Hadhrat Haaritha bin Mudarrib n<;l.rrates that he read the letter Hadhrat Umar 
~ wrote to the people of Kufa. The letter read: 
"I have sent Ammaar ~~ as your governor and Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~)1.,~ 
as .your teacher and advisor. These two are from amongst the choicest 
companions of Rasulullaah ~, so listen to them and follow them. Take note 
that I have given precedence to you people overmyself by sending Abdullaah bin 
Mas'ood ~,U&~ to you (because I require him here in Madinah)." (4) 
Hadhrat Abul Aswad Duwali says, "When I arrived in Basrah, Hadhrat Imraan bin 
Husayn Abu Nujayd ~)1.'i~ was there. Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ~1:i.3~ had 
sent him there to create an understanding of Deen amongst the people." (5) 

Hadhrat Umar ~~~ Dispatches Hadhrat 

Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~ and Hadhrat Abu 


Dardaa ~~ to Shaam 

Hadhrat Muhammad bin Ka'b Qurazi ~~ reports that only five persons (from 
(I) Ibn Abi Haatim, as quoted in the TalSeerof Ibn Katheer (VoU Pg.3). 
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol. I Pg.256). 
(3) Bazzaar and Tabraani in his Kabeer, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Val.l Pg.91J. 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (Vo1.6 r6.7). 
(5) Ibn Sa'd (Vol. 7 Pg.IO). 
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amongst the Ansaar) had memorised the entire Qur'aan during the lifetime of 
Rasulullaah ~. These were Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~, Hadhrat 
Ubaadah bin Saamit ~~, Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b ~~y~/Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob 
~~~ and Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~11J.1~. It was during the Khilaafah of Hadhrat 
Umar ~~~ that Hadhrat Yazeed bin Abu Sufyaan ~~f~ wrote to Hadhrat 
Umar ~ with the request, "The population of Shaam is great. The cities are 
overflowing with people who have accepted Islaam and are in dire need of people 
to teach them the Qur'aan and to create an understanding of Deen amongst 
them. 0 Ameerul Mu'mineenI Do assist me by sending men who will teach them." 
Hadhrat Umar ~~~ then sent for the five Ansaar mentioned and said to them, 
"Your brothers in Shaam have pleaded to me to send to them people who will be 
able to teach them the Qur'aan and create and understanding of Deen amongst 
the people. Please assist me with three of you. May Allaah shower His Mercy on 
you! YOU may draw lots if you please, or if there are any volunteers amongst you, 
they may leave immediately." "There is no need to draw lots," they submitted, 
"While this man Abu Ayyoob ~ is too old, this man Ubay bin Ka'b ~ is 
ilL" It was therefore Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~, Hadhrat Ubaadah bin 
Saamit ~~~ and Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~~~ who went. 
Hadhrat Umar ~~'s instructions to them was, "Start with Hims because there 
is a variety of people there and there you will find such people who learn very 
quickly. When you identify such people, direct the others towards them (to learn). 
When you are eventually satisfied with the people there, one of you may remain 
behind while the second proceeds to Damascus and the third to Palestine." 
The three Sahabah ~~ therefore proceeded to Hims, where they stayed until 
they were satisfied with the (learning of the) people. Hadhrat Ubaadah ~~ 
stayed on there while Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~~ proceeded to Damascus and 
Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~ to Palestine. Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~ stayed on in 
Palestine until he passed away there in the plague of Amwaas. Hadhrat 
Ubaadah bin Saamit ~ then left for Palestine and also passed away there. 
As for Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~, he lived in Damascus until his death. (I) 

Undertaking Journeys in Search 

of knowledge 


Hadhrat Jaabir ~~~ Travels to Shaam and to 

Egypt to Hear Two Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah ~ 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Muhammad bin Aqeel reports that he once heard Hadhrat 
Jaabir ~~ say, "The news once reached me that there was a man who had 
heard a particular Hadith from Rasulullaah ~. J purchased a camel, tied a 
carriage to it and rode for a month until I reached Shaam. When J discovered that 
the man was Abdullaah bin Unays ~. I (went to his house and) said to his 

(1) 	Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.l72) and Haakim. as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (VoU Pg.281). Bukhaari has 
reported a similar narration in his Taareekh Sagheer (Pg.22). 
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usher, 'Tell him that Jaabir is at the door.' 'The son of Abdullaah?' he enquired. 
When I replied ip the affirmative, Abdullaah bin Unays ~ rushed out, 
tripping over his clothes (in the rush). He hugged me and I hugged him, after 
which I asked, 'A Hadith narrated by you has reached me concerning retribution. 
(I have come to you because) I feared that either you or me would die before I 
had the opportunity of hearing it (directly from yOU)." 
Abdullaah bin Unays ~ said, "I heard Rasulullaah ~ say, "On the Day of 
Qiyaamah Allaah shall resurrect people naked, uncircumcised and 
empty-handed.' When someone asked one 'ofthe narrators what was meant by 
empty-handed, he replied that people will have nothing of their worldly 
possessions with them. Then in a voice that those far off can hear just as well as 
those nearby, Allaah will make an announcement stating, 'I am the One Who pays 
back in full and I am the Master! It is not proper for any person destined for 
Jahannam to enter Jahannam while a person in Jannah owes him some right that 
I have not claimed for him. Similarly, it is not proper for any person destined for 
Jannah to enter Jannah while a person in Jahannam owes him some right that I 
have not claimed for him:even though it may be retribution for a single slap.' We 
asked, 'How will this retribution be done when people will be naked, 
uncircumcised and empty-handed?' Rasulullaah ~ replied, 'It will be done with 
good and bad deeds (people will pay for their injustices by giving their good 
deeds to the wronged party and when their good deeds are exhausted, they will 
be burdened with the sins of the wronged party).!11( 1) 

Hadhrat ]aabir ~~ says, "I used tohearaHadithfrom Rasulullaah ~ concerning 
retribution which was being narrated by someone in Egypt. I therefore purchased 
a camel and travelled until I reached Egypt. I then headed for the door of the 
man ... " The Hadith is then similar to the one above. (2) 
Hadhrat Maslamah bin Mukhallad ®~ narrates, "It was during the period that 
I was governor of Egypt that my usher once came to me saying, 'There is a 
Bedouin at the door riding a camel who is requesting to see you.' Who are you?' I 
asked. 'I am Jaabir bin Abdullaah of the Ansaar,' he replied. Looking at him (from 
the upper storey), I said, 'I can come down to you or, if you prefer, you may come 
up here.' He said, 'Neither should you come down, nor shall I be coming up. I 
have heard that you narrate a particular Hadith from Rasulullaah ~ about 
concealing the faults of a Mu'min. I have come to listen to it.' I said, 'I have heard 
Rasulullaah ~ say that the person who conceals a fault of a Mu'min is like 
one who has given life to a girl who has been buried alive.' He then whipped 
his camel to lead it back home." (3) 
Hadhrat Muneeb narrates from his uncle that the news once reached a particular 
Sahabi ~ that another Sahabi ~~ was narrating a Hadith stating that 
when a Muslim conceals the faults of his fellow Muslim brother in this world, 
(1) Ahmad and Tabraani. Haythami (VoU Pg.133) has cO.nmented on the chain of narrators. Bukhaari 

in his Adab and Abu Ya')a have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Fat'hul Baari (Vol.! 
Pg.127), as have Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (VoLl Pg.93) and Haakim (Vo1.4 Pg.574). 

(2) Tabraani in Masnadush Shaami'een and Tammaam in his Fawaa'id, as quoted in Fat'hul Baari. 
(3) Tabraani in his Awsat. Haythami has commented on the chain of narrators. 
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Allaah shall conceal his faults on the Day of Qiyaamah. He therefore travelled all 
the way to Egypt to ask the Sahabi ffi~ about the Hadith. The other Sahabi 
~~ confirmed saying, "Yes, 1 have heard Rasulullaah ~ say that when a 
Muslim conceals the faults of his fellow MuslIm brother in this world, Allaah 
shall conceal his faults on the Day of Qiyaamah." The first Sahabi ~ then 
said, "I too have heard this Hadith from Rasulullaah ~.,,(l) 

Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob Ansaari ~~ Travels to 

Egypt fo Hear a Hadith from Hadhrat Uqba 


binAamir~~ 
Hadhrat Ibn ]urayj narrates that Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob Ansaari ~ travelled all 
the way to Egypt to see Hadhrat Uqba bin Aamir ~~. When he arrived there, 
he said, "1 wish to ask you about a Hadith that besides you and I, no other 
companion of Rasulullaah .~ survives who had heard it. What did you hear 
Rasulull'aah ~ say about concealing the faults of a Muslim?" Hadhrat Uqba 
~ replied, "I have heard Rasulullaah ~ say, Whoever conceals the fault 
of a Mu'min in this world, Allaah shall conceal his faults on the Day of 
Qiyaamah.'" Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob B~ then returned to Madinah and had 
already narrated the Hadith to others before even alighting from his 
conveyance. (2) 

Hadhrat Uqba bin Aamir ~U5~ Travels to see 
Hadhrat Maslama bin Mukhallad ~U5~ and 
another Sahabi ®~ Travels to see Hadhrat 

Fudhaala bin Ubayd ~~ 
Hadhrat Makhool narrates that when Hadhrat Uqba bin Aamir ~~ went to 
see Hadhrat Maslama bin Mukhallad ®~~, an argument ensued between the 
usher and Hadhrat Uqba ~. Hearing the voice of Hadhrat Uqba ~, 
Hadhrat Maslama ~.~ permitted him entry. (When he entered) Hadhrat Uqba 
~ said, "I have not come merely to visit you, but have corne for an urgent 
need. Do you remember the day when Rasulullaah ~ said, 'If a person 
conceals a sin that he knows his brother committed" Allaah will conceal his sins 
on the Day of Qiyaamah'?" When Hadhrat Maslama ®~ confirmed that he did 
remember, Hadhrat Uqba ®~ said, "That is why I have come." (3) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Buraydah narrates that a Sahabi ®~ once travelled all 
the way to Egypt to see Hadhrat Fudhala bin Ubayd ®~ about a· Hadith .. (4) 

Another similar narration adds the Sahabi ~ came to HadhratFudhala 
~ at a time when he was feeding his camel. When Hadhrat Fudhala ~~ 
welcomed the Sahabi B~, he said, "I have not come on a mere visit. Both you 

(l) Ahmad. Haythami (VoU Pg.134) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(2) Ahmad. A similar narration has been reported by Ibn Abdul Birr in his fsti'aab (VoL! Pg.93). 
(3) Tabraani in his Kabeerand Awsat, as quoted by Haythami (VoL! Pg.134). 
(4) Abu Oawood, as quoted in Fat'hul Baari (VoL! Pg.12S). 
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(5) Ibn ASaakir. 
(6) Ibn ASaaJ<,ir, as quoted in Kanzui fJm,m",;;'lN/h.l'~1' 
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(2) 	Ibn Asaakir allQdbn''NlajjOl?lTi ~ !quoted: if'J:,)/(am:ufUmmsalf:r/ok2Pg"L39)l,f 111m 'Abdul; Bitriliasj'also 
reported the narration in his]aami (VoU Pg,lS7) I',,;'. 

(3) 	Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami. Tabraani has also repo,te~HhegIl2rratl0I1d}ut~Haytlnami'(\l.d1it'Pg!U5) 
has commented on the chain of narrators, 

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (VoLl Pg,lS8). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in hi~1lailm\,,;lVru,H~g.:;1 68), [10 
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righteous and steadfast as long as their knowledge of Deen comes to them from 

the Sahabah ~.~~ of Rasulullaah ~ and from their seniors. However, as 

soon as it starts coming from their juniors, they will all be destroyed." (1) 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ also said, "People will always remain in 

good stead as long as they acquire their knowledge of Deen from their seniors. 

However, as soon they start acquiring it from their juniors and sinners, they will 

all be destroyed." (2) 


Another narration quotes Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ as saying, ''You 

people will remain in good stead as long as the knowledge of Deen remains in 

the custody of your seniors. However, as soon as it is entrusted to the juniors, 

they will start to regard the seniors as fools." (3) 


Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ~,IJ.1~ and Hadhrat Umar 
~~. Both Warn Against Acquiring Knowledge 

from people who are not Worthy of it 
Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ~~ said, ''Verily the most effective tool for leading people 
astray is a man who recites the Qur'aan without understanding it and then 
proceeds to teach it to children, slaves and women who in tum use it to argue 
with the scholars." (4) 
Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ~~ said, "I do not fear for this Ummah a Mu'min 
whose Imaan restrains him nor a sinner whose sinful life is manifest. However, 
what I do fear for them is a man who learns the Qur'aan until his tongue is fluent 
with it but then interprets the Qur'aan in a manner it should not be 
interpreted." (5) 

Hadhrat Uqba bin Aamir ~~~ Emphasises to his 

Children to Accept Ahadeeth Only from 


Reliable Sources 

When Hadhrat uqba bin Aamir ~~ was on his deathbed, he advised his sons 
saying, "Dear sons! I forbid you from three things, so take note of what they are. 
Never accept a Hadith of Rasulullaah ~ except from a reliable person, never 
ask for loans even though you may have to wear coarse clothing and never take 
to writing poetry because it will distract your hearts from the Qur'aan." (6) 

The Sermon Hadhrat Umar ~~~ Delivered at 

Jaabiyah About Acquiring Knowledge from the 


Scholars of the Sahabah ~~~ 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ narrates that it was at Jaabiya that Hadhrat 
(IJ Tabraani in his Kabeer and Awsat, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoL I 

Pg.I35J. Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his ]aami (Vol.l Pg.I59). 
(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (Vol. I Pg.159). 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in hls ]aami (Vol.I Pg.1591. 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (Vo1.2 Pg.I94). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his )aami (VoL2 Pg.194). 
(6) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol. I Pg.140) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
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Vmar ~~ delivered a sermon to the people saying, "Whoever has any queries 
about the Qur'aan should go to Ubay bin Ka'b ~~, whoever has any queries 
about inheritance should go to Zaid bin Thaabit ~, whoever has any 
queries about Fiqh should go to Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~ and whoever requires 
money should come to me because Allaah has given me authority over it and 
entrusted me with its distribution." (I) 

Salutations and Glad Tidings for the Student 

Rasulullaah ~ Welcomes Hadhrat Safwaan 


bin Assaal ~~~ 

The narration has passed at the beginning of the chapter(2) in which Hadhrat 
SafWaan bin Assaal Muraadi ~.~ says, fir once came to Rasulullaah~ in the 
Masjid as he was reclining on his red shawl. '0 Rasulullaah ~~!' I said, 'I have 
come to seek knowledge.' Rasulullaah~ exclaimed, 'Welcome to the seeker 
of knowledge! verily out of the love for what the person seeking knowledge is 
out to seek, the angels encircle him with their wings and then mount each 
other until they reach the sky above the earth. III 

Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri ~).1~ Welcomes 

Some Students 


Hadhrat Abu Haaroon narrates that whenever they went to Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed 
Khudri ~~, he would say, "Welcome to the people about whom Rasulullaah 
~ gave us emphatic instructions! Rasulullaah ~ said,'People are your 
followers and men will come from far-off places to acquire an understanding of 
Deen from you. When they come to you, it is my emphatic instruction to you to 
treat them well." (3) 

Another narration states that Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri ~)J.1~ quoted 
Rasulullaah ~ as saying, "People will come from the East to learn from you. It 
is my emphatic instruction that when they come to you, you must treat them 
well." Hadhrat Abu .Haaroon narrates that whenever Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri 
~ saw them, he would say, "Welcome to the people about whom 
Rasulullaah ~ gave us emphatic instructions!" (4) 
Another narration(S) adds that part of Rasulullaah ~'s instruction was, "Teach 
them that which Allaah has taught you." Yet another narration states that 
Rasulullaah ~ said, "Soon people will come to you from the ends of the earth 
to ask you about your Deen. When they arrive, accommodate them and teach 
them and ins my emphatic instruction that you must treat them well." 
(1) Tabraani in his Awsat. Haythami (VoU Pg. 135) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(2) Under the heading "The Encouragement Rasulu\laah ~ Gave towards Knowledge" and the 

subheading "Rasulullaah ~ Welcomes Hadhrat SalWaan bin Assa1;ll ~ who had come to 
Seek Knowledge". 

(3) Tirmidhi. 
(4) Tirmidhi and Ibn Maajah (Pg.37). Haakim (Vol.! Pg.88) has reported a similar narration from 

reliable sources as confirmed by DhahabL 
(5) Ibn 1areer and Ibn Asaakir. 
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'. 11IB(~~·S~:'~~\f\4,ilsel'2.~_ _ ,,_._.~__ .... .. .. .. _, .._~__.~_,._.. _.... _L.... , J1_.. " 

y:etianijtN€r,,~at~Rstates?tI\a:1f3RaS(jJti1la.aIij~·afl(!ed,f]lteatHi.it:Hertr;~fii(f:SaY'lo) 


tl:retw,iJWe)"oomID wetc~I,€~fil~troserlf\'{J!) 


WhenM6rlthe:{~'l:l'hgf'sttla'i:!nt~~me f.&lHiatlnraV Atiil ,$a'eetl; I~IH1Qri'1~i; (he:: 

wOUltJl:say:rj'!W.elt~tffeiit~~li€ rpijQpr~~IJ~m'JJW,~6m:iRa~ti'tl!jina~Hr~jg~':U§) 


~~atit)\tflStf.tj\!;tIOti§r 'Rttsukft@.a']I.}r~lgaverU5!qrlsffUctibfigrt0 ~&smrri6tlliUfl 

them in our gatherings and to make them urtder§tant¥lfne.~aeet11· §e<tause ly0U'J 
PfKdnJ,e Ne m sHp:e$s~s,~n~.tre~the. ((1}esp.Nh,,() ~ferA~d~5h::aftel111~~ 
AM6h~st lne thitll~aa~:~t ~~(S!~~dfkht:Ji?Js~l'£J~~lot~!~~e~' 
stude,t§;~i'lI{i,tltem1'j]:itbll3tt ~mJr*Ji\lf<fe~~A; ~~s:!injItuupJilin it 
to you because I prefer you ~~~.$~fB~~I~qi~nding rather than leaving 

vyt~nR~\Pl)f~Tfl~7anp~I1gi; !(~;~1i) 
Hadllm1rl/\buc:HuFay:mh~~i·;W:elf!om.eS'rSttldmtS:;? 

HadHrat· i~maa'~~~'~pbM~ iiHai:§5 fuanX:E>:ftheI'ri. 6riceweHflb:vtsifHadhr~r Pr~art'l 
tIflfft~wey)rttIe<1 m~f·ftu~~ Pu)nW~(His r~:ta~eiHe!t!'W~: ~ala~'if~dcm~ny~of 6ifflfif 
~n"'€fO:~lt1:tIMMa~~1i'ffmay?ar!~ tnat W& fiHeW1\isIRotiseJog~i~~iff 
l~to~ rre!~hi8;1f5diih"ciny l~r1!is 6hce weht;to:Vfsl'iJR"JSUtMta~H .'lh'at ~) 
filled his house. Rasulullaah ~.#as:;'fying GOwn, &fi1I~'i~iJe;'1iut~hJWhe ls'AVP 
us, hefflll&,~!$jl,'f>~W~~ln~t ffi=M\q:~,f\~;iJfl~i~ewi,j~;"prnBl~W~W[iOUS 
nationalities shall soon cOf!1lto ¥.~~'f\9, ~:~pr.,~t:,Jof knowledge, You should 
welcome them, greet them arfJ{~dc'tf'nferh,'''WA11aah! We have also met such 
pe~~ tiifferftnei51alWbglY~jCWfiO"Weitff~rwefc6fuea~-liS,()stbetY~ \'isJW6rI 
t~ugHtJ \ltls:;~jfNhg. A1Pt~~l(lfcnvrieh(weljwerttCitb' themrW~s\tai~celi:~fsh1Y~h': 
ti~,.JfA~ ),::;:(; ;"<,;.;:~,; eli ;'. fi,~i'.Q~':;; 

narrators. 
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~::;:::~r::::~t;iV~WF:!~~~li~~:~~~";F;) 

mB~i01£_~£~B)'l11}lSA.f.i~V~~l.:~',,___ ..._..._ ........_____........... . .. 2-4~ 
asked, "0 Rasulullaah ~! Which of oUr cQ'm~tfi,iOri5):ar.ed6e~f~" ·~as~:n(iIfaaH 

',''T 9~~m~ QtAl1a, el1.NQUlQ~,+at"i1.im, 
.. ,I .""'''''. 11 dof.lJ)(.. Uri. J.bdiIflilif'fr'h-

.. 
W 1 .. 1U10Wl n WIlO . . _r,emm you 0 t e 
Aakhira.J;'l,i?f.3.rLhjan n i ~Jrl~i\ll .H~ ;~~r.0:';)!:.:~; lJil:rdJ 

Hadhrat Qurra ~.~ reports:~~}~l)I}iBf.,:l,lJu"~h ~ sat in a gathering, the 
~~nB~J~~:~ ';~tA<;t, ~~-,~95gr~:BS2~rpflQ4 :J}isl)i{~O,_l,~P.!~l~~q(;t<t.aOOr1;~~ 
~L~lmm~.· 'M{,l}~n;~~~)te~~~JQh::\} .biU 

, ,b"T'He;~6a~lng~j\~frtn~ "Sa!ig~;tbc~~4 
:.;!t .'.;fit dpn 

~~~pr3l2X~~<f;dl;~e~~r~ii¥tl¥!Jhjc,t~ j~~e,}(,;l}8ga{IDgJf.h~q~~th t~ J~fJli;ft~hf~t; 
"ffi~s/f#~jYR~Id, ~'I-¥e"~~~l~!-il;l,r,;'[WR:;li~}tl) ~;JH?-~ b~~n ~IJ;t'pSm1:Jp~l:e 
~~t~~n] rvhe:Yr I.B~9ijl~~g~rlffHP\ln~ :51;;~r5f?:5bm~J~m1i~~;ro-, tbe,B!lf,;(M&,*jU~;ro 
happen is that the Sahabahi~1~~~::l~h~iM9;8f~m:-{1:h~EiijtE~ 
to recite the Qur'aan and leaIn the compulsory and optional aspects of D~en."(3} 

rll1J~iJ\i1~~ _'~,~lisH~'l!ibbf;J~ J!T::t~'fHll '~~i ~ 
!,'lll!r1'j:)uH: :'Ji!l:t:; ~"1~1\l 'f w,~mlkp.~)\J

Sah~bah ~~~j~~g~Jsfl"qsR~Y Poor People 
li~~~r;)~ti~~lb~'~'~D~)~HHgtj ~l\r!I~t~g{sS iWc1,~11¥iil~i,~!!V~\lliHtJ~~~ill!;P,;~ 
~~~aa IriWl(f1~~~er~~n~~fb~~E~~rr~~rZ~~2~~r~~~~i~~ r:&!~~Hf~! 

'C I'C:, !" vltr Url',,:;'J5 r;;;'Q ! :::in; 'I'Q; :;lfJl,':CT:-" ,(;'j()ulli S?"u.tl;)!} ii', '<Ir~Jt._/.u"c.!t;SN,
recrt~'Wj ~;?rn~~~P,~8gj!~(L j 2l/r~LPJ1J;YJmWI!!~i12 ~1~~lft'~rt?~'f~~l:}W~l~ 

v~ 'lS:Sf~ ~, ere ~-R~1 ~l~k~'d'l}ll\i~mtrr51 itt rR6tf'lb~~IWq2:Jr~~·.f.sr~qAjl5!PM; 
jGi~n~~ P§R~15'. ,_, :X(NlJlJJ~~5Rj ~)t;Wlj~~4:;!~o:JmIJ!ftH\~HeA. I~l,:8~OOl 
t!;lNl~Rf.fn [J~~.t;,91-~~JgtN :;:;y;mfr1 %Sq~mstfgJ~fY; QJ~~fWt b~*ts!m.Y~t{t 
~~~eW la:~1\:.. Jhe!\(J;~'~?'f!'g\W'gWft:9r~~M9MlUtm~j!r,Yf1r(7J~;~H tR ~gti;~s-w)h 

~~~~*~~{~·~ltg~~~~e€~f1J~~~1~~t~h?t;!~~J~(~~~;\~=~~;~~~;,::~! 

R~}u,tla\!J.~';~~f~~~;~'twer~!1m~ftlg:~~rll f1~j!~ j 

bm, )'NKfi&itl~uJ:~ lilt:.:1f.. ,tG~~~:~iiri.i'Joifl,phlt;:~·~,,~, cr 


c, ..~ F)C~~?i:'~ :~'P'E ,':;rJ·c~1:-j}t~ ~rn: U~r~l ~)j, ,mhf~~ [i_J~I\!~ .~() ;1;:)L.l 


~~~~~j~<;WI~~IbifL11~l~Mjflijlf,f~t<£~~Lc\1a$l.j:1Yn~al}f'_~~C~ pas~ 
b¥;t'1~1H~~~riI}~ \nf~.!fIifW.j;~3~iJP.~ ~QP~Jin:J~ .1I~ttl~Dg;~mal~im~r 
dJ.f;~j~qI~~ ~Pl~n~~~Jl~:~~lJh~/\~Q}9~JhWCJS,Jmn:~~~g1 
F\9thq~ft~jllt;Yfl¥\1;~ !t~iM~BHf\ '(~~Hh~tbi(g~$lyp;tji6lfjSBlrl~:f~Qjmg ttm::elktttt·s 
'yp;~"",)t}1!1\<¥!~~~i.9~~fSa;bt:ReJ~\!l~~,\~cfcq~Jtft~;9,ne1ftn.eYV~ffijUlaking <'iiu~ WI 
AJ,%~ 'mit grH~;1~~~~Wtg~§ ~l5¥fl IfrAU,~aJt~~l1§liH~:11M.ll,~iIDidhemg{what)ane)o 
~}H ~-~:1(5Jer'~~ff!e~.¥ ·rnf~;~Ij1@~.:0~EQ[~:Jjl:!eJf:>Um~J thoYJ!ll!f! ~J~l 
app'e,'~gu.~~ ~'lf\'Wl~i~ ~ I:\~~ ~"'<m[~~Jlt~Jht~~/' !~l!iublllru1n~3 
(11"'~f.l !)1';f'I(~~l:Jiril~Plltfli·l1i)l\cdiIo-m~lI!lp.$lm;tljimn lof;jjlijft~Ii!' 
(2/t "\fC:;':: ~.~>>f:~~ d'3j~qLd·r(;f:)~;i I Jj~rLr/ Ht:-rtz 
(3) i-'ZiJwa'i1i1r/ol.1 Jig.1S2). 
(4) 	 Bayhaqi. as qootlt\iG~s.wrqJt(1agJ81r"Uti#e~lf~IiiF';~:'571;-;Abti)1lft1~#n; n~'~ 'i-Jp!->rt'edth~:) 

narration at greaOO'Sl~qn'hi6bf:{~~~»g·!34~;::!l.Ji' 2E .::"C!YEilZ )~~~:1(~~:"G_~~'cs'".".,~,~"~:~~~~: 

! 

. --'''~--.-'.'~'--'---'.'-~-'---'-"""'7'-7'-~--' 
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therefore sat with this second group. (l) 

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~~~ and Hadhrat 

Umar ~~~ Sit One Night in a Gathering 


of Knowledge 

Hadhrat Abu Bakr bin Abu Moosa narrates that Hadhrat Abu Moosa ®~~ once 
went toHadhratUmar~t;.;~afterlsha.'Whatbringsyouhere?!! Hadhrat Umar ~~ 
asked. "I have come to speak with you," Hadhrat Abu Moosa ®.t;.;~ replied. "At 
this hour?" Hadhrat Umar ®,11~ remarked. When Hadhrat Abu Moosa ~~ 
informed Hadhrat umar ®.11~ that it was an important matter of Fiqh that he 
needed to discuss, Hadhrat Umar ~~ sat up and the two men discussed for a 
long while. Thereafter, Hadhrat Abu Moosa ~~ said, "What about the 
(Tahajjud) salaah, 0 Ameerul Mu'mineen?" Hadhrat Umar ®.11~ replied, "It was 
in salaah that I had been engaged (when you arrived)." (2) 

The Incident of Hadhrat Jundub Bajali with 

Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b ~~~ Concerning 


Seeking Knowledge 

Hadhrat Jundub bin Abdullaah Bajali says, 'When I arrived in Madinah to seek 
knowledge, I entered the Masjid of Rasulullaah ~ where I saw people engaged 
in discussions in various groups. Passing by the groups, I eventually arrived at a 
group in which there sat a pale man wearing two pieces of cloth and who 
appeared to have just arrived from a journey. I heard him say, 'I swear by the 
Rabb of the Kabah that the people in authority have been destroyed and I am not 
sorry for them!' This he repeated several times. I then sat down with him and he 
continued to narrate Ahadeeth for some time. When he got up to leave, I asked 
the people who he was. They said, 'He is the leader of the Muslims! He is Hadhrat 
Ubay bin Ka'b ®~.' 
I then followed him to his house, which I discovered was in a dilapidated state. I 
also discovered that he was very ascetic, had severed all ties with this world and 
was a man of habit. When I greeted him, he replied to my greeting and asked me 
where I came from. When I informed him that I was from Iraq, he remarked, 
'They (Iraqis) are people who ask even more questions than I do.' This remark 
made me very angry and I immediately fell to my knees, raised my hands like this 
before my face and faced the Qibla saying, '0 A1laah! It is to You that I complain. 
We have spent our wealth, tired our bodies and rode our conveyances in search 
of knowledge. However, when we meet them, they are inhospitable and make 
remarks about us!' Hadhrat Ubay ®~ started to weep and tried to pacify me 
saying, 'Oh dear! I did not mean to offend you. I really did not mean to offend 
you.' He then said, '0 A1laahl I make a promise with You that if you keep me alive 
until Friday, I shall definitely state what I heard Rasulullaah ~ say without 
(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (Vol.! Pg.50). Dc;:;;rmi has reported a similar narration. 
(2) Abdur Razzaaq and Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (VoLS Pg.228). 

www.islamicbulletin.com



THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH i@~ (Vol-3) 249 
fearing reproach from anyone.' 
After he said that, I left him and waited for Friday, When I left my room that 
Thursday for something, I found the streets jammed with people, I could see 
hordes of people on very street I took, 'What is the matter with the people?' I 
asked, 'You must be a stranger here?' the people asked, when I confirmed that I 
was, they said, 'The leader of the Muslims Ubay bin Ka'b ~~ has passed 
away.' When I later met Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~~ in Iraq and related to 
him the incident of Hadhrat Ubay ~, he sighed, 'How tragic! If only he had 
lived so that you could have reported his words to US!"'( 1) 

Hadhrat, Imraan bin Husayn ~~~ Narrates 

Ahadeeth in the Masjid of Basrah 


Hadhrat Hilaal bin Yasaaf says, "When I arrived in Basrah and entered the Masjid, 
I saw an old man with white hair and a white beard leaning against a pillar and 
narrating Ahadeeth to a group of people, when I enquired about the man, I was 
informed that he was Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn ®~.!l(2) 

People Flock to the Door of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 

Abbaas ~~~, who Taught them all Aspects of 


Deeni Knowledge 

Hadhrat Abu Saalih says, "I have seen such a large gathering around Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®~ that if the entire tribe of the Quraysh boasted about 
such numbers, they wouJd be the envy of all. I have seen so many people flock to 
him that the street could not even contain them and none was able to move 
forward or backward, When I went in and informed him about all the people at 
his ,door, he instructed me to fetch some water for him to perform wudhu, He 
then performed wudhu and sat down saying, 'Go outside and announce that 
whoever wishes to ask about the Qur'aan and its words and meaning should 
come in.' When I went out and made the announcement, the people who entered 
filled the room as well as the entire house. In addition to informing them about 
everything they asked, he also told them much more. 'Now allow your brothers. 
the opportunity,' he said. 
When they had left, he instructed, 'Go outside and announce that whoever wishes 
to ask about the Tafseer of the Qur'aan and its interpretation should come in.' 
When I went out and made the announcement, the people who entered filled the 
roOll' as well as the entire house. In addition to informing them about everything 
they asked, he also told them much more. 'Now allow your brothers the 
opportunity,' he said, When they had left, he again instructed, 'Go outside and 
announce that whoever wishes to ask about what is Halaal and Haraam and 
about Fiqh should come in.' When I went out and made the announcement, the 
people who entered filled the room as, well as the entire house. In addition to 

(I) Ibn Sa'd (Vo1.3 Pg,501). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.291). 
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informing them about everything they asked. he a1s6'i1!~N:rlthem1mu'Cl'PI¥t1Ot~JfNOWl 
aHGwfYOOt! btat¥.~is ltKe:6ppotWrilty,1q:re1:s'aid~N ::,;1 

WWeil:tJn\fse p~1e riai(;[lIMtrr!fi~:.histru€tedfim€Fag~irl saj1fiilg/11Cle OOtsJd:&llntf 
ann'daRG~ arat wh€)ev~iE'Wi5tf~5 ·tbja~l(vatlO1itt ihl\mfantej~ a\ijGli:ftelP tttet~ 
sli6i1Jct)(;loffler!iti:' WMetv1 werlVOQt~ mAti~tlR!fanm.miflcrefu@ftt} lWe1peopldwlf(:}~ 
ert\€t€tI fill&t~e:.~biIv3at wfim§$.ithe;entfiie(hcrugejqrt'adttftionit.o ii:lmrnUW~ttrem' 
abdOVf~w~liig; Ithey;i'Qskiell, Lne!afse?{Oltf1 them cmu<rf!i rif<5reF::,Nbir!1a'liow',yoUr 
J9toihe'fsx:tlh'e 'dPptittQhity:l'!h6sali:l~2Wfteit¥ieYZha&lleffFnifiri5iWt(M~\~l) OOtsi~l 
and announce that who~~e'f1W1S1i~)UNiSJ.(f'a~V:lIrafiY(W~ .ra'fl:d t~,:wijt{f~ 
should, S9m~Jl}" 'fry~d?:W' w,t,ana~e Jherapno~t\c.e~nt~)JJ~~eonl,e who 
enter~')ti'l~a th~~oofu=a:, §s. fn~~i{ttr~ ~9me~I~~aaffi~n fq1MJi~1t~\hem 
about everythiR~~~~~~~.?~:;,kld~~ ~t\cd1n~!fHM\entire tribe of 
too,l~tiraysn)boast€<i}rabdut:'SOCh[ Jilumbe:r5,:tt1e;r"WQUld)~FW lJe:lt~,ierlVy,16f:-'al![ 

~uallletI1haver~t\r$et~~!utlh'oaffalge:g'afh~giatbOOtt'/any!p'e:r~.ft~U HS 1 

?H~J~~1tA~d~1la~1l ~rfi'~\i:llq~pq }a~.~;f . (U~;!J3SbEf~ fJliJr[6r~
"'-"'~.'-.~ .. '(pl!: M~ ,J!Q: '. L' .. ,,, ..,., ,:rJ(ft'~~!§:Jlt ,J~; \ 

"~.. n .Gath· f KnQWled~e .' ?r'y
.1'>[ riif:;'Hl1,lJT'Oi\ 1'~~l ) '1000 :lfH 'J )IJo~f '-;II
HaO rat Abatliraafi 'mIt :rvmS'i . . once Mrti. The .~stor ,nt gath 
the aflt ihfw~atUfi; @fMdi~eII>rd~wtiks~hR) ,~~~);11::t;)[e 
Another narration states th~~W;ftd~f!}fI~.~astood ®~ said, "The 
9~'~ltl ~o),\jiU r~Itg~Qj~ )~~~)Sr.Q,<r in rWf:ti,cl;t}-!l5itt~;~\ q£ '1,W.row: :~r·<;, <1i~,et:p}~I)f1~~~
.;' '.} _. ,'1,~:}! L tJ ~~ j 1,~.t ,,.II 13;...')~ ... "'., JJ,",,~ ,.,j ~,,~I.,! C' '''''(3)'''' "r 4 ~_ ,,-~J" _~~ ... ,_'-}"'~,,'" iJ '.j:. '. ,4;, Ii '!¥<'~I~ "I ''''' t 

~n~(jp!"L ',~:~J!,}elrf~\W~J,1;~FW;~J~R':'rltji +c:rl~' "~ "'c;,::"lAc, dc'c;j",',"!A
l""',,,""dl.) .J.,,-,, ,,-' __ G\: ° ,,1)\-: _.,-.~-" -,_,j ,-"",;~, """{;j,_,,, '.' ._. ,~J",,,,,,.,. c",.~,_)~ __ ,_..J.r, ~.c_J"j. L!"",~~ .. 

tl?~gmf :5?;~c\0W~'f~rR\g2~g5;PMfj;~(N~)f!~r~~?J ' ~iJ~iJHI T~1fl~~:~T:er!~M 
~I:\i~Xs" Jry, riHJfst~"ar.~\ne} ]·~Eld~r~f'anfl)m~.ttd{iQgl tqej,r ,Q~p;t~rl)JQsjsc,q')' I'Q,e~n~H9,{

,j'.i\}-,a '.J,) -.,;i ..... _l£) CJj." ~)!,U-'l .k,,}{4. ;"",,f,l.; 1_'.l}_'J"""{~ 1..... {,_ JJ." ffiT,,-{..,-, -",,",,::rI:c ...J:l, ,/ ...').1,-$ _,'"I:,; 

l.9c[e,q~~D~c(QI1~~ IIQ~,~p q).lj/i1 ~qq.W}~Hg<H,:fr; 'Ii """';'i fm;lJr:(}
_0 vl-.)\'P~\.1 ~,,'J~ j)j-"""Jt.J r: ~n /<",:"-">j,~,,, _l>_~ _~,~, .teo, .11~J''''~ _~.",,;::j 
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mE/u~1Sl6~~EtSJl1£\'lBAH~WOl~1I' .. J;~I 
the Ahadeeth of Rasu1Wla:ahi~tt01iaLg,r'!ll1:lp";Gtl$iji. p~oplel'lWneIl1~I~i:e'}blgtttem 

S~E!~~, }n,g ~~r'~~ftj;)th!¥<,r~d t n~tthAHn~:,. ra.t¥ ,,' j\~~~ry
and "neB ,.frodk"atlrnJtnr~s6' emfrl ttcr.. "'ta-tKf ~wnen 
I am narrating to them w~fiit,,;;eJ~scYnPi~I{Ml ears have heard, I swear 
Wlll!Haalt't$atru~~w~~.;anili I1I61~t;rtet{\{m ffi'c~ i~eff.iif!}':Wl1e1!e lW'iU 
y.du !ghl'bv.a~dt 5i1lshal;} gro tllX'wage ~m~uidJimttteIpafb oflAUaah~"xaMd·ltb.~ IrapL~ 
'But how will you fight in Jihaad,' I submitted, 'when (because 6YlyOOt'fl1ld:-.lig"6) 
YQup.,re l~ to, r' strike. a b19W,W.i,tl:k,'a._ ~word.o.rh
AWfia rll~·*M1:t\gst~;~~ b¥M~ k 

b~fi~fafi'aw~J'bjW1111~.fi:taJ\:tllii1Ela~ril~Gitftb,{ar*lf~1nd!f')B£? 

eH 'J '''If'Ct'0'"''i'Q''' ;'mi1:EAff(rSm~;;{~fS'~dLE:l 
,:, ,;n~);,; ."'" rd ::i.:TR,f,o J ,j';~f r::,:::J:;.,,:: ;(J\ ,:,;j JbdL.iLJ;\ 'ibrut!".:'.}: 
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youngster's attention never again swayed in that direction. (I) 

Rasulullaah ~ Repeats Himself Thrice to Make 
. himself Understood 

Hadhrat Abu umaamah ~~ says, 'When Rasulullaah ~ spoke (something 
of importance), he would repeat himself. thrice so that he would be 
understood." (2) 

Hadhrat Aa'isha 1J®~~ Instructs Hadhrat Ibn Abi 
Saa'ib to hold fast to Three Factors when Teaching 

Hadhrat Sha'bi narrates that Hadhrat Aa'isha ~ once said to the lecturer of 
Madinah Hadhrat Ibn Abi Saa'ib, ''You must obey me in three factors, otherwise I 
shall oppose you most vehemently." Hadhrat Ibn Abi Saa'ib said, "I shall most 
definitely obey you, 0 ummul Mu'mineen! What are they?" Hadhrat Aa'isha 
~ said, "(Firstly) Refrain from going out of your way to rhyme your du'aas 
because Rasulullaah ~ and the Sahabah ~ never did this. (Secondly) 
You should deliver a lecture once every week. If you do not want to do so only 
once, you may do so twice or otherwise thrice at the most because you should 
never allow people to become tired of the Qur'aan. (Thirdly) I never want to 
find you going to people who are engaged in some discussion and then you 
cut short their talk (by starting your lecture). Rather leave them to talk and 
you start your lecture only when they approach you and ask you to talk." (3) 

The Conduct of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~ when Teaching 

Hadhrat Shaqeeq bin Salamah narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~ once came to them and said, "I know well that you people are sitting here 
but the only thing that prevents me from coming out to you every time is the fear 
of you getting tired. It was the practice of Rasulullaah ~ to consider us 
when delivering lectures for fear of ever tiring us out." (4) 
Hadhrat A'mash narrates that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ once 
passed by a man delivering a lecture, he said, "0 lecturer! Do not make the 
people despondent (of Allaah's mercy)." (5) 

.Hadhrat Ali ~~~ Describes a True Scholar 
Hadhrat Ali ~ once said, "Should I not inform you who a true scholar is. He 
is one who neither makes people despondent of Allaah's mercy nor grants them 
the licence to diSObey Allaah. At the same time, he does not allow them to feel 
that they are immune from Allaah's punishment. He is one who does not turn his 
(1) Tabraani and Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoLi Pg.129). 
(2) Tabraani in his Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol. I Pg.129). 
(3) 	Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoU Pg.191). Abu Ya'la has 

reported a similar narration. 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his]aami (VoLl Pg.I05) 
(5) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (VoL I Pg.191) has commented on the chain ofnarrators. 
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attention to something else, thereby neglecting the Qur'aan. There is no good in 
the Ibaadah that is devoid of (the relevant) knowledge, no good in the knowledge 
that is devoid of understanding and piety and no good in the recitation of the 
Qur'aan that is devoid of contemplation." (I) 

Rasulullaah ~'s Words to Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin 

Jabal ~!.1.1~ and Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari 

~~ when Dispatching them to Yemen 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~ narrates that when Rasulullaah ~ sent 

Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~11~ and Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~ to 

Yemen, he addressed them saying, "Assist each other, work together, tell the 
people good things and do not make them averse (to the Deen)." When 
Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~~~ delivered a lecture to the people, he encouraged them 
towards lslaam, developing a deep understanding of Deen and the Qur'aan. He 
also said, "1 can inform you about those destined for Jannah and those destined 
for Jahannam. A person is destined for Jannah when people speak good of him 
and destined for Jahannam when they have no good to speak of him." (2) 

The Statement of Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed ~1Ju~ 
Concerning the Gatherings of the Sahabah ~!.1.1~ 

and the Statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 
~!.1.1~ Concerning the True Aalim 

Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri ~~ said, ''When the Sahabah ~~ of Nabi ~ 


sat together. their discussion always concerned Deen unless one of them was 

reciting a Surah or having someone else recite a Surah." (3) 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~~ said, "A man can never occupy a respectable 

position as a scholar unless he is not jealous of those above him, does not look 

down on those beneath him and does not seek a price for his knowledge.1I (4) 


The Statement of Hadhrat Umar ~!.1.1~ 


Concerning the Conduct of an Aalim 

Hadhrat Umar ~11~ said, "Acquire knowledge and teach the people. Learn also 
the respectability and composure that goes with it. Humble yourself before those 
you learn from as well as before those you teach, and never be arrogant Ulema. 
In this manner, your ignorance wlll be unable to stand up to your knowledge." (5) 

(1) 	Ibn Dharees, Abu Nu'aym in his Hi/ya (Vol.J Pg.77), Ibn Asaakir and others, as quoted in Kanzu/ 
UmmaaJ (Vo1.s Pg.23I). In his fsti'aab (Vo1.2 Pg.44), Ibn Abdul Birr has reported the words from 
Rasulullaah ~. 

(2) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.l Pg.I66). 
(3) Haakim (VoL I Pg.94), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. 
(4) Abu Nu'aym in his Hi/ya (Vo1.1 Pg.306). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol. I Pg.13S). Ahmad in his Zuhd, sayhaqi, Ibn Abi Shaybah and others 

have reported a similar narration. 
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I,) r:()!j,"j;J~~:f ~~~~O,~lj~~r9~~psf,,~t§\#:4~~t~,,~;;~;l'lO tji,;.~:~:~;~C":'J~~;.~ 
Hadhrat Ali ~)1~ said, "Amongst tM rigl}HbRfr,~&a!im !)iJ~~ YP}htiPRH!¢ltil8t 
pose too many questions to him, you should not pre.~.s,hi!l1 to give answers and 
sftdtfddiliu~"i1iff:;dfii1fflilf@lh~'®teglo»fgrroteif!5d¥Mnn~JJ>4SHruft~~his 
rightr"j~jtmt,{O~"!~)tlJ~4i'P9~ tl919W:h'ilJ1J1im (W.ff ~?Wl';~~~,t~:· t<j> i~~~Pt when 
he is tired, you should ,never. ppint y01,lr fin,gerat ,hil]1, never hiQt,aJ. bJ,IJ1With your 
eyes an(f!h~~H:;~:be§tibJ!M{~f~~t~fMgA.»VbttMtWicf~~~·tl~ve":'(W~ft6r him to 

j §llp iP;;ifudfj~ ihe;lQool rytfti.',snbllii(lwiiit :fOr ~ltd <.torr~rll1irn'Mlfl and/'a~e~~ 'ntis 
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'peopte'~.oBectiMely;rgreEPJtqn~ope.aiaUy.;and siUnJvdnb of:.l:iim~If:hehias:~anyiteed, 
~beatlf,:>ther;; in!serntng:::htmj.ang.fneY~r"tire lhim]:by)sittjp.g(~oo'10'mg{with',hirtl.'J1e:;is 
;Ji:k~J~:.Q:a~~~ln};by :wbJcb;y~,q ougnHQ wilit1fQfis.eHl1e.(btn~fi:~)tD falMO' YO!U;:{lt)any 
[Hp1~.;rb(!,~ijm)~Gul?j~slth~!~ta~~s;pf.(a,p~ll~IilJwhpjpif~ti~,wbjle[t1~ting(in 

Jihaad iff !th~1 iP~th"jQfcM\i3.aD.:)~d. i}V~.~~; ~~'P~~$ ;(lW,cfMi::~ ¥Q,iq i1S;rHfe?~e9dJl 
Islaam that can never be filled until the Day of Qiyaamah. (Also take note that) 
seveii~~#6\i~ab" 'l\i~re raHlirhgMAg~!J0d{hJ'~itveifstescbt.t1t~he':jj1:~llen t of 

~::&t.ri~:h~i~ ~)II::10 g 
'l'fhe LoiItlUGt;J;fildhtlkatimtlaabit1Bumrtuir,mihIms 

~'n:;rp.;lieJ....4'r'tlHaaih,...£lI•••J1.~~"', ~tl1;f1'.r.;t~~, i :i~.;
_~.'_iD'_tc.»Pl! 1~.< 1 .,u..a.-U':g.-';.~R-~~_~I~ '~,e
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ili~Iw'!tJ~~JaJ~~bensJ:ayeFWQmpn 'Qfitia<;.ul:~.~t~~a$:~®,~~,wbG' ,rnQ.t.U~reQ .• some 
;c9X,his,~\fhiI9.re;r;~Y~e:'Wh~IJ!i~~f~,J,,R&!l?~.t):}:C;l~/}~~ ~e~h~.?J,lYlq?j~;:):}a~n~gt 
Anas ~)1~ would instruQ~,:;IPl~: ~9 :pri,1lg'him :§,QlJlfff~.r~11m,(fJo: eIm)y(,,~0,tl!?;ffii{lqs 
ss~M\9&Jtpr,p}(l?mYi;rh~p.J:?1t; :V:I,a:4ffi?~..1'h,~~~it},',~ik~:!l9~,Rtr Sflti-'W~4[1H)Wc lf~lNl?t§~s 
>,l.l}Y:;tw?!d~".:;~~51 .. :)(;:11 ;,uc;:.: 7'<if:U 1;" 

:'TI1~)~'oftttllct)lOf[Haifffr~t 1\1JdUlI~afi';bin 'Afiba~s"':: 
~li$~~vritilnn:adhHatJIUnaln~~j'ilmUJiis 

Hii '~O 1\wErfo» hiin ;<,i; n 
U dh t A~ P h b' N"b ~~I~f,'i;.I~ "F . . ''!:haa t A ttl> kuu,~ H'm"",,!5{li~g~ .J)n',!,if ~a?s.~]!1,'s,ay.s., 'y,N),t:tnpI1~:'y~afS:.:,'~_ ,wan eu', 'j:gS 

~9f1PYl~Jgwa.I.;)];)j1}J~lH~tJ~RJ:ti~~i$Q~f :aJilijn~i4el.lkoo~ ikw.a~1;WYf·CjI)Vt;!Ff9r :!1~lil 
.Mt~tr@r~N~~~i! 9:lF'It:KClRil ~!I'\8:'~:1 T\:l~ 9Jm9r~"4D:gy: ~y,tmtytai¥ !~W}n{jlw;13~ndte 
;J-agg~§U1~J}~'IBl tR}b{C(~1 :~f HH1)p:e!9P!~lj~~;?,jg4m,~M:f9l1Wflyi %~f~hi1q~'tl1,~~ i~ 
.,\n~:~~,9 t~e()~~)t~pg.iN}J~jT:Ff}\Lg~ W}~~\~·~;Jf';~rtrr:~-Rtf1~;:~i1!,'9ftt,}r~~~·PEf\?,Wmz 
:~q;hI(q,~.~"aJ\.q):·~~.p~;p.19ne;bwi t11') ri,tlll1,;,:whenh,e Jladd a0mple;ted~1:p"Aroeerul 
Mu'mineen!' I ,said, 'For many years I .had wanted t9, ask you aB:6utkati:;irr6~e.nt 

i-'.·-."\ i(! ' :eto l'vr;'l\~:":~ J~I~. f ""'~Il'!p;~-,~: ;::;: ,<';S:,;j~}nt~ '::t~,-;;:'i:·:.n n"'H:'it :~n;;~('~-:',::~; ~i\~~~,iY'-iCi. \'.,\ 

(\) Murhibi and Ib'kl1tM~bBj[-r!jBilili&:1EHlll}i,i!!;)fUI()t~<;Un')~~1 qm!R~{1Il('l,'Obqlt:'g;442}, :MQfJi~k/J,ab 
Kanzul Ummaal (VolA Pg.73) and Khateeb in his Jac;tl'!i\j:/q,l>iqU;Q~4;iJ:l\KiQ.z:#<Jrff~JpaakL)I(~l5 

.:::T:~d.~~~9HF.. d\{Gd:? ;df\ (:<31 ,;PbI'('{.:.d ,':".\\~~~ ;~; :)ErT!d/'" .:,e\f. [.~:q ; tv'J} fT~i)t;t ~if; 
(2) Abu Ya'la, Haythami (Vol.! Pg.130) has commented on the ch.iilmi~l{@~rru:pr~jc: b 
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i!)ut ;imy'i£'ire,fot; yom Ipn€¥.r.enfe,drmttfltom)d0'ifrgJS0i11:)q01 n~,;'.<!l.Ei thaltS in;elfSai:d, 

I'WtJetL~r(yoU:1ti~ed td kIIDwzsnytmng, JeetfreeJto gJskltml(j'i l'fJcROwlanything,pI 
Jshallb i:fifoxm o/f1l¥:ana;4,flLdofmut, bsmaU~teU¥Qu !iBm 1 :knOW) ~ottii~,~abG1ut it'and 
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lA1,@ah,f:sp~aks:~'bplllt5wtih)~edj\tt1gdhef! againsti ~:asrtluUaah J~?'J3The}IJi:WeJ:e 
Aa'isha ~ and Hafsah ~,' Hadhiat'Um~i~~lrep-)i~;J,'ifhe\narrj1tioh 
fOOD:timi€s\1ia;:r:eIatejfhefintWe:ntra.t'lengt~!(~)(i 

[):;i'i)Iil~);$~~;.jI~a~~t§~·~~~:l~;f«~H~~~~;·~~~t!q,~~):j~: 
~JI~a1ilSa\~d:ltl~ Abu Waqqaa.S(~~;·iJ\" , 

(JlIa$~~ Sa~'ti(biW\~S~yyl@ ~a.9S\~;'~[tb\J'~Tsattl) ttg'w~€l:hr.a~ Sa'd'bin! l\,I1aallkiY(Abi 
waqqaas) ~, 'I wish to pose certain questions to you, but<'fstl2i~rit\r't:oo 
rmt.l(t'i~awetef1~:' l[jellr'~ofll.\l}fm9:bt.Qther//Jhe::saidl '{IOif1(£)tStan:Ql iiFiiWelof{me.iif 
Lybu) feei)tl'lat ~ i Mn~W';atlYtm~gi:,fee~~m'le W'aSK(m~.~'T /tliefli 8:Sided;:·l:W1'tai wa:5l1 it ili:at 
iRta§uJU11aa~ rt~1PJj)gaiG :tdr8tRUtra~ ll!i.4 P~:~enlhef,a~F1Oint:ed.,(h:lm~'~s: :hts 
'1,1!:l'epfft9 €l:tftiWg'{ t\:i.iei eX'JjCH.;ii1!tO'iA :U)j tab.qQlk:.'?' \iJ:fa~'hr.ali;i$a11'l:r;~: 'rel~1:ied, 
fJi{asl.tlulllllahl~!~d:df@~"':;~;lt~ri.ortpleas~ ::Y0ti!t~cknbW'ithat YOUtf,3talllS 
':Witl:'pme:HPlike;tMtiolu3!ardon~:w!th'Moo~a~!"'@.;

It :J~; i't<JI~! 1~~1r:~lr;i~{' tt~)f .':~&~!,~\;'t('k~j!:i;i~'Oflt 
LNIA'l, ,.,' Jk",M, ,;iYtf:;, J.~':>lJ.;I,o !mi~". ;~~I.;".",~UQ, '!J,~:b 9dJH 

Question by saying, "rl1ave>no knowledglt::,,: 
(::' "'':;' nn~tlle slIlI"""ien :H:'lliLJ7J;.S_M,. ~l" ,._..,._~ '. _cc !f¥j "" ..1'!'tj, 'j 

H<t~flllati; ! Ii ~1:l~n:llQ~.H1l1a'\G A?ig l'4~~~~9ir~tepfth~t ft~atJla,WW: ,;J;tin
Mut'ip;i",: was p~ss'~" ~ r rq;;g'h a~":aa-;ls<~whe<~: .t~~1~op[g 'queSti9n:(t~liim 
~aMta~MtW~G¥lhft&i ~:}#ad~~tjttiMyt*~~f~&tdm~tJsa"t\~! "I 
have no knowledge on tntfsubjedn)!Qu:enU!)i}lCJW~ver send someone with me 

dl~dllWtl}: qlliitt\r~~ ~'0,JtlJIM@ur::J-1~hN~;~.rt!1tt,~9l3.}~ ~Dtr§:~gJ)..e wjtllt'.J~i~ 
nA Glhr h alQ'H<~~~.r'';; ,r1 A . rlh ~~ dh..,V,9,l~ ij~,¥ ,~,q~JIJ,.;!P.W!':~~'PQ§>fj!.>:!i$,~/@~A>tl£fI ~9!It~1,\. J9~N:tJl9(;,~./ ..... ;".fl~,.x"1-at 
~ ted " JiI. . h )i), 1" h It '{J:,l(IIi[Ar.',..:,,~ ,Grl~m9;.;: .... '."{)'i2W: ,~i),~,ve,fi \I\(~~,~5.;M~ ~ ,e :;,q.f;\ri ~S\'I,ID(;,w~ku .eG,;n 

ii~~~~~iC;Uf;lgfj5gpW'1~1:4q;);¥'i3}M~jl))ffd)~;MM~~il~~~'iIras'!g~If!.f2.!,w;lil~nl~~~~ed 
about something he di<kICP! -"1391#, ~;~iPiMJ~~~~~ll~~'2\1k"!unA 

T~l a~uei:J()f,HaJ1ir~tLAMUlliah.l1linIU;mar~~ '. -, ~".. i' ,-~, "',,, 'W >' "'~ ... 

'{it:' \uj~)i.n:1iiS i'-fe'adtiIlf!; 
• 

Ha~t1¥~i M~~~ffi(erepoftt r~at Wftgn~tthrafAbdtiitaaH(brif~~r~~ was 
once"\~~~~~roife~\:\aHdUr!aWW~&~2fbf~l1'ildr~tl'~)\ilfi1i~ttt~t\t~ 'H~,Y~plf~lf.j,~r'llo not 

Vi";' (~'~ ,,:..I~,c"c.,'., i_,,,,.~:,:,~. '~'-j.,,~'f':;'\
kro~."c·".'U1at prevent!? you frorp. replying?" someol)e aSKecf."His r~plY :na'S; ~When 
Gj.$~UIIWh\irl ilih~¥\~~g,;~sR~a'~b,&1ip sb1He'thf!:fg}h&!1li~1HbN<RbW~:H~' t~ij~~:~y
:':;J§R/':; i1';'~::-~:id\brh6Yf};{h6w9t1)(ijY.f~? \:~,n r.::-D! [q::~} :jfJ ,n '~:lrJG~~ir,~p !·J~ ..~::,C, 2LVl r,:-;kj<~::.!(ti,~ 

bfift 'rbili'diil f5l'tf'ili hfs)imrhr&;:l.1' :.1:2)'. 	 "no 
(2) 	 Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (VoLl Pg.112). Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.24) has a:J;sor~(jrte{Nh6!:;l'\armtion 

with some additions. 
(3) Ibn Said, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal(Vol.5 Pg,241). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Isti'aab(VoI.2 Pg.52). 
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Hadhrat Urwa ~~ reports that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~ was 
questioned about something he had no knowledge of. he replied by saying, "I 
have no knowledge on the subject." As the man turned to leave, Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Umar ~ said to himself, "When Abdullaah bin Umar was 
questioned about something he had no knowledge of, he replied by saying, 'I 

have no knowledge on the subject. ... (1 ) 

Hadhrat uqba bin Muslim says, "I stayed with Hadhrat Abdullaah bin umar 
~ for thirty four months and on many occasions when he was questioned 
about something, he would reply by saying, 'I do not know.' He would then turn 
to me saying, 'Do you know what those people wanted (by asking me about 
something I had no knowledge of)? They intended making our backs a bridge to 
Jahannam. ",(2) 

Hadhrat Naafi narrates that a man once posed a question to Hadhrat Abdullaah 
bin Umar ~. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~ lowered his head and did 
not respond for such a long time that the man thought his question had not been 
heard. "May Allaah have mercy on you," the man said, "Did you not hear my 
question?" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~.~ replied by saying, "I certainly did 
hear it. However, it seems like you people feel that Allaah will not question us 
about the things you ask us about. May Allaah have mercy on you! Leave us to 
think about your question. If we have a reply, we will inform you, otherwise we 
shall tell you that we do not know." (3) 

Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
a,$'It-;":::!)r'II::-/~" H dhr t AI· a,$'tt-;":::~"I/" d H dhr t Abd 11 h~.\al~~, a a I ~,\.lIII~ an a a u aa 
bin Abbaas ~~~ about an Aalim Conceding that 

he does not know 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ once said, "0 people! When a person is 
questioned about something he has knowledge about, he should give the reply 
and if he does not have the knowledge, he should say, 'Allaah knows best'. To say 
'Allaah knows best' in reply to something one does not know is also and integral 
part of knowledge. Addressing His Nabi~; Allaah says: 

(Ai~i :iJ"ijJ-'") (0~\~G\t;~f':X ~~t; ji) 
(0 Rasulullaah ~!) Say, "I do not ask you people for any payment for 

this (propagation of the message), and I am not among those who 
pretend (those who pretend to know something when they do not)." 
{Surah Saad, verse 86}(4) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Basheer states that when Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib 
~ was once asked a question, he replied by saying. "I have no knowledge 
on the subject." He then said. "What a great source of comfort! I was questioned 
(1) Ibn Sa'd{VolA Pg.144). 
(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaarni (Vol.2 Pg,54) 
(3) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.168). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaarni (VoL2 Pg.51), 
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about something I did know and I conceded that I did not know." (1) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ said, ''When an Aalim forsakes the 
statement 'I do not know', then. he hasteached his point of destruction." Another 
narration also states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas~~ said, "When an 
Aalim omits using the statement 'I do not know', then he has reached his point of 
destruction." (2) 

The Conduct of Hadhrat Umar $t~~, Hadhrat Ali 

~~~. and Hadhrat Uthmaan $t~~ 


when Teaching 

Hadhrat Makhool reports that when Hadhrat Umar ~ noticed that the 
people were getting tired as he narrated Ahadeeth to them, he would occupy 
them with planting trees. (3) 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mus'ab narrates that Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ~~ 
said, "Do not pay more than forty Awqiya as dowry, even though the bride may be 
the daughter of Dhul Udda Qais bin Husayn Haarithi. If anyone pays more, I shall 
deposit the surplus into, the state treasury." A tall woman with a flat nose then 
stood up from the women's row saying, ''You do not have the authority to do 
that." "Why not?" asked Hadhrat umar ~.\:l.1~. She replied, "Because Allaah 
declares: 

_ 4 1ft,,,. ,J, , ,J .I '''' ,II' ~ !II', '.J , ,","'- , ,,)
('\'.~I:I'Wli)-"",),~~ IJ.l.> b")\j I;~ ~~!~~"'.!J 

...when you have given one of them a fortune, then do not take 
anything from it ... '" {Surah Nisaa, verse20} 

To this, Hadhrat Umar ~~ remarked, "The lady is right and the man is 
wrong." (4) 

Hadhrat Muhammad bin Ka'b Qurazi ~~ narrates that a man once posed a 
question to HadhratAli ~, to which he gave a reply. "0 Ameerul 
Mu'mineen!" the man said, ''That is not the answer." He then proceeded to give 
the correct answer, to which Hadhrat Ali ~ conceded, ''You are right and I 
was wrong." He then recited the verse: 

(v'\~;v...Jda)-"",)(O~~;p ~~~:y jj.ij) 
Above every knowledgeable person is one who is more knowledgeable. 
{Surah Yusuf, verse 76}(5) . 

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib says, "Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ~~ and 
Hadhrat uthmaan bin Affaan ~. used to debate a question so vehemently 
that an onlooker would be convinced that they could never be reconciled. 

(1) Sa'd bin Nasr, as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ 0/01.5 Pg.24 1) . Daarmi has reported a similar narration 
in bried, as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ0/01.5 Pg.243). 

(2) Abu Dawood and Maalik as quoted in Jaami Bayaanil 11m 0/01.2 Pg.54). 
(3) Ibn Sam'aani, as quoted in KEnzuJ UmmaaJ0/01.5 Pg.131). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (VaLl Pg.131). 
(5) 	Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami 0/01.1 Pg.131). Ibn Jareer has reported a similar narration, as quoted in 

KEnzuJ ummaaJ0Iol.5 Pg.241). 
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However, they always parted ways most amicably (as if nothing had transpired 
between them)." (1) 

For a Person to Forsake Attending a gathering of Knowledge so that a Group 
of people may Acquire Knowledge 

The Incident of Hadhrat Uqba bin Aamir ~~ 


and his Tribe when they Came to Rasulullaah ~ 

Hadhrat Uqba bin Aamir ~ relates, "I arrived riding with twelve members of 
my tribe to see Rasulullaah ~. When we had tied our camels, Mustahab 
companions said, 'Who will tend to the camels so that the rest of us could go and 
receive enlightenment from Rasulullaah ~? When w~ return, we will then 
convey to him what we heard from Rasulullaah ~.' I assumed the 
responsibility for a few days until the thought occurred to me that I may be 
duping myself because my companions were hearing from Nabi ~ what I was 
not hearing and they were learning from him what I was not learning. 
I therefore presented myself one day (leaving the others to tend to the camels). 
There I heard someone say that Nabi ~ said, 'The person who performs a 
complete wudhu shall be free of sins as he was on the day his mother gave 
birth to him.' This impressed me tremendously. Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab 
~~ then said, 'If you think that is impressive, you will be even more 
impressed if you had heard what was said before that.' 'Repeat if for me,' I 
pleaded, 'May I be sacrificed for you!' He said, 'Rasulullaah ~ said that if a 
person dies without ascribing partners to Allaah, Allaah shall open for him all 
eight gates of Jannah so that he may enter from whichever gate he pleases.' 
Rasulullaah ~ then came out to us and I sat in front of him. He however 
turned his face away from me several times. When he did it for the fourth time, I 
asked, '0 Nabi of Allaah ~! May my parents be sacrificed for you! Why do you 
turn your face away from me?' Rasulullaah ~ then turned to me saying, 'Do 
you prefer one or twelve?' Understanding what he meant, I returned to my 
companions." (2) 

The Incident of Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abul Aas 

~~~ and his Tribe when they Came to Nabi ~ 


Hadhrat uthmaan bin Abul Aas ~ reports, "I arrived with the delegation of 
the Thaqeef tribe when they came to see Rasulullaah ~. We were changing our 
clothes at Rasulullaah ~'s door when it was asked, 'Who will hold our animals 
for us?' Each one of us wanted to go to Rasulullaah ~ and did not want to stay 
behind. Because I was the youngest of them all, I said, 'If it pleases you, I shall 
hold your camels for you on condition that you make a promise to Allaah that 
you will wait here for me when you come out.' They made the promise and then· 
went in to see RasuluIlaah ~. 
(1) Khateeb, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaa/(Vol.5 Pg.241). 
(2) 	Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (vol.1 Pg.77). Abu NU'aym has also reported the 

narration in his Hilya (Vo1.9 Pg.307). 
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When they carne out, they said, 'Corne! Let us go.' Where to?' I asked. 'Horne,' 
they replied. I protested saying, 'I have left my horne to corne right here to 
Rasulullaah ~'s door just to retUrn without seeing him after you had made me 
the promise you well acknowledge?!' 'Then hurry,' they said, 'because we have 
already done all the questioning for you. There is nothing that we have not asked 
Rasulullaah ~ about' I then went in and said, '0 Rasulullaah ~! pray to 
Allaah to grant me a deep understanding of the Deen and to teach me.' What was 
it you said?' Rasulullaah ~ asked. When I repeated my request, Rasulullaah 
fi remarked, 'You have asked me for something that none of your companions 
have asked. Go! You are now their Arneer and the Arneer of all of your tribe's 
people who corne to you.''' The Hadith stilI continues further. (1) In another 
narration, Hadhrat uthmaan bin Abul Aas !:ID~ states that when he entered, 
Rasulullaah fi had a copy of the Qur'aan with him. This Rasulullaah ~ 
gave to him when he asked to have it. (2) 

Learning, Teaching and Rehearsing the 

Knowledge of Deenand Questi()ns that 


are Appropriate and those that are 

Inappropriate 


The Sahabah ~~~ Rehearse in Rasulullaah ~~'s 


Gathering and Ask him Qpestions 

Hadhrat Anas ~~ says, 'When we used to sit with Rasulullaah ~ as he 
narrated Ahadeeth to us, we would sometimes number as many as sixty: Then 
when Rasulullaah fi needed to leave for some need, we would rehearse 
amongst ourselves, repeating (what Rasulullaah ~ said) one after the other 
so that it was firmly rooted in to hearts by the time we left." (3) 

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari .~ says, "After Rasulullaah ~ performed the 
Fajr salaah, we would turn towards him. Some of us would then ask him about 
the Qur'aan, others about inheritance and others about dreams." (4) 

The Words of Hadhrat Fudhaala binUbayd ~~ 
to his Companions in this Regard 

When his companions used to corne to him, Hadhrat Fudhaala bin ubayd !:ID~ 
would say to them, "Learn and teach each other, convey glad tidings and 
increase (your knowledge). May Allaah increase you in all good, love you and 
love all those who love you. Rehearse the lessons (you have learnt) because the 
reward for the last one is as great as that ofthe first. You should also add 

(1) Tabraani. Haythami (Vo\.9 Pg.371) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(2) Tabraani. 
(3) Abu Ya'la. Haythami (VoU Pg.161) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(4) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.lS9) has commented on the chain of narrators. 

www.islamicbulletin.com



260 THE UVES OF mE SAHABIlH ~~~ (Vol-3) 

Istighfaar to your discussions. 1I (1) 

Statements of Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed ~~, Hadhrat 
Ali ~U5~, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood~U5~ 

and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~U5~ 
Concerning Rehearsing what was Learnt 

Hadhrat Abu Nadhra says that when they once requested Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed 
Khudri ~ to write down Ahadeeth for them,he said, "I shall never write it 
for you and never make it like the Qur'aan. You should learn the Ahadeeth from 
us as we had learnt from Rasulullaah ~ (by memory and not in writing)." 
Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri ~.~ also used to say, "Rehearse the Ahadeeth 
amongst yourselves because this reinforces the memory." (2) 

Another narration quotes Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri ~:u;;~ as saying, "Rehearse 
the Ahadeeth amongst yourselves because this rejuvenates the memory." (3) 
Hadhrat Ali ~):f..~ said, "Rehearse the Ahadeeth amongst yourselves because if 
you do not do thiS, you will forget them." (4) Another narration states that 
Hadhrat Ali ~~ also added, "Keep visiting each other." (5) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, "Rehearse the Ahadeeth amongst 
yourselves because this keeps it alive." (6) Another narration quotes Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ as saying, "Rehearsing (Deeni knowledge and the 
Ahadeeth) reaps the reward of (Nafi) salaah." (7) 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ said, "I prefer rehearsing the knowledge 
of Deen for a part of the night to engaging in Ibaadah throughout the night."(8) 

Hadhrat Umar ~U5~ asks Hadhrat Ali ~~~ 


Three Question and is Overjoyed with the Replies 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~ narrates that Hadhrat Umar ~~ once 
addressed Hadhrat Ali ~~ saying, "0 Abul Hasan! There were times when you 
were present with RBsulullaah ~ when we were not and there were times 
when we were present with Rasulullaah ~ when you were not. I have three 
questions to pose to you. Do you know anything about them?" 'What are they?" 
Hadhrat Ali ~ asked. Hadhrat Umar ~ said, "(IS it possible that) A man 
likes another when he has seen no good in him or dislikes a man when he has 
seen no bad in him?" "That is certainly possible," Hadhrat Ali ~ replied, 
"Rasulullaah ~ once said, 'All souls had been gathered together in 
metaphysical realm where they met and associated. Those that got to know each 

(I) Tabraani in his Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoU Pg.161). 
(2) Tabraani in his Awsat, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoL I Pg.161). 
(3) Haakim (Vol.! Pg.94) and Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.! Pg.l \I). 
(4) Haakim (VoU Pg.95). 
(5) Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted by Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.! Pg.lOl). 
(6) Haakim (Vol.! Pg.95). 
(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his fsti'aab (Vol.! Pg.22). 
(8) Ibn Abdul Birr in his fsti'aab (Vol. I Pg.24). 
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other there, bond in this world and those who were detached there remain 
detached here.'" 
"That was one question (to which we have a reply)," Hadhrat Umar ~ said, 
"(the second question is that) when speaking about something, a man sometimes 
remembers and sometimes forgets." Hadhrat Ali !@~ responded by saying, 
"Rasulullaah ~ said, 'Every heart has clouds passing over it just as clouds pass 
across the moon. While the moon is shining, a cloud passes across it, causing 

. the light to vanish, but it again shines through once the cloud has passed. 
Similarly, when a man is busy speaking, one of the clouds passes across (his 
heart), causing him to forget. Then when it passes by, he is once again able to 
remember." 
"That was two questions," Hadhrat Umar~· said, "Now.what about a man 
who sees dreams, some of which are true and others false." Hadhrat Ali ®~~ 
said, "I have a reply for that as well. I heard Rasulullaah ~ say, Whenever any 
male or female falls into a deep sleep, their soul rises up to the Arsh (Allaah's 
throne). Those that awaken after reaching the Arsh have true dreams and those 
that awaken before reaching the Arsh have false dreams." Hadhrat Umar ®~ 
remarked, "These were three answers that I had been in search of. I thank Allaah 
that I have found them before my death." (I) 

Hadhrat Umar ~~~ Questions Hadhrat 

Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~~ about the 


Differences Amongst the Ummah 

Hadhrat Ibraaheem Taymi narrates that Hadhrat Umar ~ was alone one day 
when he started thinking to himself. He then sent for Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Abbaas ~ and asked him, "How will this Ummah have differences between 
them when their Book is one, their Nabi ~ is one and their Qibla is one?" "0 
Ameerul Mu'mineen!" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas @~ said, "When the 
Qur'aan was revealed to us, we recited it knowing exactly for what reason every 
verse was revealed. However, after us there shall come many nations who will 
recite the Qur'aan without knowing why the various verses were revealed. Every 
nation will therefore have its own opinion about every verse. When this 
happens, they will naturally have differences between them and when 
differences crop up, they will start to fight each other." (In his grief. over this) 
Hadhrat Umar ~ rebuked Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~, who then 
left. Hadhrat Umar~· however realised the truth of what Hadhrat Abdullaah 
bin Abbaas ~ said and again called for him. When Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Abbaas ~ arrived, Hadhrat Umar ®~ said to him, "Do repeat what you 
have said." (2) 

(I) Tabraani in his AwsaL Haythami (VoU Pg.l62) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(2) Sa'eed bin Mansoor, Bayhaqi and Khateeb, as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ (Vol.l Pg.2281. 
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Hadhrat Umar ~~~ Questions the Sahabah 

~~~about a Particular verse and is Impressed 


by the Reply that Hadhrat Abdullaah 

bin Abbaas ~~ gave 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®.~ narrates, "Hadhrat Umar ~ once said, 
'I recited a verse last night that kept me awake.' (The verse is): 

~ jj ~~~I~ .: ... ~~ya1~~ .:; ~ jj oJ$:J bI..:J~ ~;i)
"" - # v... "" II -,. v .... 

, ;,11', '" ~ "" , , ,;, ;;t.,. "" ""; '-'" ~ "".1 ", ,J ,"'"".J"" , . .1; ",;"" ~ .... ' ",,J, 

~?l,; JU ~Jl.$} \.i.1\..:pl,; ~~ "'4,) JJJ~I ~l,.plj 9J..o.!.ll ys' IX 
- £~;'-""" .J',.# tl! .J"j"".J~ .J/IIi;.J" ~.'j,

(""\"\~I :o.."Ai OJ.,....) '\¥ I;)J~~~•.pl ~ 4.lI1 ~~¥ 

Would any of you like to own a garden (an orchard) containing all types 
of fruit for himself, with palm trees, vines and rivers flowing beneath? 
(Later, howe.ver) He then suffers old age while he (still) has weak 
(young) children (Who cannot assist him) and a severe wind carrying 

. fire strikes (his orchard), burning it down (leaving him in desperate 
want when he most needs wealth to care for his children). In this 
manner does Allaah make His Aayaat clear for you so that you may 
ponder. {Surah Baqarah; verse 266} 

'What does it refer to?' Hadhrat Umar ~ wanted to know. When some 
people responded by saying, 'Allaah knows best', Hadhrat Umar ~~ said, 'I 
know well that Allaah knows best, but I have asked because if any of you know 
anything about it or have heard anything about it, he should inform me about 
what he has heard.' Everyone was silent. Hadhrat Umar ®~ then noticed me 
whispering something and said, 'Dear son of mybrotherr Say your piece and do 
not undermine yourself.' 'It is actions that are being referred to,' I said. 'What 
makes you say that actions are being referred to?' I said, 'It was something that 
came to my heart which I stated.' Hadhrat Umar ~ then left me and started 
explaining it himself. He said, 'You are right, dear son of my brother. It is actions 
that are being referred to. A man is most in need of his orchard when he is old 
and when he has many dependents. He is also most in need of his actions on the 
Day of Qiyaamah. You are definitely right, dear son of my brother.m(ll 

Hadhrat Umar ~)1~ Questio1l:s Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Abbaas .~~~ about Some Difficulty 

he was Experiencing with Surah Nasr 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ says, "Because Hadhrat Umar ®~ used 
to allow me in with the veterans of Badr, Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf ~~ 
objected saying, 'Why do you allow this youngster in with us when we have 
children his age?' Hadhrat Umar ®~ replied, 'He is of a calibre that you will 

(I) 	Abd bin Humayd and ibn Mundhir, as quoted In Kanzul Ummaal (VoU Pg.234) reporting from 
reliable sources as confirmed by Haakim (Vo1.3 Pg.S42) 
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soon come to know.' Hadhrat Umar ~~ therefore summoned them one day 
and called for me as well. I believe that he called them that day only to show me 
off to them. He said, 'What comments do you have about the (following) words of 
Allaah: 

."" ~ ~ ~(I JJI ' ,. :.:t~.''' " WI : 'IN ~ ~~Ai( JJr' '-: l;.1~1).
~ ¥ .:,s" ~: ~ ~.,.-~ ~ \:..o:!~J ¥ c--J" ~ s:. • :;,,:f 

(~ ~'''',; ""~ j,JI, ''''', '" "'1M, ,'" 
~ oJ-""") 0 ~I.Y ~lS'.wl 4~IJ ~jM 

(0 Rasulu//aah f1JfI/ii!) when Allaah's help (to the MusJjms) and victory 
come and you see people entering the Deen of Allaah in droves then 
glorify the praises of your Rabb (jn gra[j{ude for thjs great favour) and 
seek forgiveness from Him. Without doubt, He is the Greatest Acceptor 
of repentance. {Surah Nasr} 

Some said, "Allaah is commanding us to praise him and' seek His forgiveness 
when His help arrives and when he grants us victory: others conceded that they 
were unable to comment and others remained silent. Hadhrat Umar ~~ then 
said to me, '0 son of Abbaas! Do you share that view?' When I declared that I did 
not, he asked, 'Then what have you to say?' I replied, 'The Surah speaks of the 
demise of Rasulullaah ~ that Allaah is informing him about. Allaah is saying 
to Rasulullaah ~: 'When Allaah's help and victory, namely the Conquest of 
Makkah, come and you see people (entering the Deen of Allaah in droves), then 
this is an indication that your demise is imminent. At this stage, you should 
glorify the praises of your Rabb and seek forgiveness from Him. Without doubt, 
He is the Greatest Acceptor of repentance.' Hadhrat Umar ~ then remarked, 
'That is exactly what I understood.",(l) 
Another narration quotes that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ said, 
"Because Hadhrat Umar ~ used to consult with me together with the senior 
Sahabah ~ of Rasulullaah ~, Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf ~ 
objected saying, 'Why do you consult him with us ... " The rest of the narration is 
like the one above. (2) 

HadhratUmar ~~~ and HadhratAbdullaah bin 

Abbaas ~~~ Discuss a"Verse and an Incident with 


Hadhrat Ali ~~ 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~!1~ reports that he once asked Hadhrat Umar 
~ about the verse: 

_ £[,JI, ... "" ... ",,,,,.J, ~'''''''' ,"",;"',.1", ,,' tI'{;t:-)
(\'\<.::.0,/1 :~..LiLo 0J-""") '\ ~j-J~..4J ~F~I r.:r 1j.U...:.1 ":i Iy..-I\ o!~1 ~~ 

o you who have Imaan! Do not ask questions concerning those things 
that you will dislike when they are made known to you (because they 
are too djf!jcult to earlY out). {Surah Maa'idah, verse IOI} 

(I) 	Sa'eed bin Mansoor, Ibn Sa'd, Abu Ya'la, Ibn ]areer, Ibn Mundhir, Tabraani, Ibn Mardway, Abu 
Nu'aym and Bayhaqi both in their Dalaa'U, as quoted in Kanzuf Ummaaf (VoU Pg.276l. Abu 
Nu'aym has also reported the narration in his Hi/ya (Vol. I Pg.317) 

(2) Haakim (Vo1.3 Pg.539l. reporting from reliable sources ascontirmed by Dhahabi. 
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Hadhrat Umar ~ explained, "When some people from amongst the 
Muhaajireen had certain doubts about their lineage, they said, 'We wish that 
i\llaah would reveal verses of the Qur'aan concerning our lineage.' It was then 
that Allaah revealed the verse you have just recited." 
Hadhrat Umar ~ then asked Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~u.~ about 
Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib ~ saying, "I know that if that companion of yours 
assumes the post of Khilaafah, he will be abstinent. However, I fear that he 
should not be carried away by conceit." "What are you saying, 0 Ameerul 
Mu'mineen?" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ exclaimed, "You are well 
aware of (the virtues of) our companion. By Allaah! He has never changed or 
spoiled (after the demise of Rasulullaah ~) and has never offended 
Rasulullaah ~ as long as he stayed with Rasulullaah ~." Hadhrat Umar 
~ asked, "And what about Abu Jahal's daughter that he wanted to marry 
while Faatima ~ was still his wife (did this not upset Rasulullaah ~)?" 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~.~ replied by arguing, "Concerning the 
decisive error Hadhrat Aadam ~ made, Allaah says: 

("o~T:.u, 0,>,,-) (0 ~~ 13 ~.;JJ:s.. -;j)
". ". 

...but he forgot and We did not find him to be determinep (to djsobey 
Our command). {Surah TaaHaa, verse II5} 

Similarly, our companion was not determined to offend Rasulullaah ~. The 
idea was merely a thought that no person is capable of driving out of the mind. 
In addition to this, people with a deep understanding and profound knowledge of 
Allaah's been are also prone to err sometimes. However, they retract and repent 
as soon as they are alerted." Hadhrat Umar ~.~ then said, "A person will be 
sorely mistaken if he thinks that he will ever be able to dive and reach the depths 
(of knowledge and wisdom) with people like you." (1) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~)1~ Asks Hadhrat 

Aa'isha ~\1~ About a Hadith that Hadhrat Abu 


Hurayrah ~~ Reported about 

Attending Funerals 


Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas ~ reports that he was once sitting with 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~,~ when Hadhrat Khabbaab came there saying, 
"0 Abdullaah bin Umar ®U;_! Have you heard what Abu Hurayrah ~ is 
saying? He claims to have heard Rasulullaah ~ say, 'When a person 
accompanies a funeral bier from the house, performs the Janaazah salaah and 
then follows it until it has been buried, he will receive the reward of two Qiraats, 
each Qiraat being equal to Mount Uhud in magnitude. As for the person who 
returns after performing the Janaazah salaah, he shall have a reward equal in 
magnitude to Mount uhud'." 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar~~ sent Hadhrat Khabbaab to Hadhrat Aa'isha 

(I) zubayr bin Bakkaar in his Muwaffaqiyaat, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vots Pg.229). 
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~ with instructions to verify the words of Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~ 
and to then report what she said back to him. In the meantime, Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Umar ~.\1~ took a handful of pebbles from the ground and kept 
turning them over in his hand until Hadhrat Khabbaab returned. When Hadhrat 
Aa'isha ~ confirmed what Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~ said, Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Umar ~~ threw the pebbles down saying, "We have lost a great 
number of Qiraats." (1) 

Another narration adds that Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ®~~ said, "We (the poor 
men of Suffa) had neither plantations nor trade in the marketplaces to distract us 
from being with Rasulullaah ~. All I did was to seek a word from Rasulullaah 
~ to teach me or a morsel to feed me (I therefore heard a lot that others did 
not hear)." To this, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~ remarked, "0 Abu 
Hurayrah ®\1~! You stayed more with Rasulullaah ~ than we did and 
therefore know more Ahadeeth than us." (2) 

The Statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 
~~~ Concerning how Few Questions the Sahabah 

~~~ Posed to Rasulullaah ~ 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ said, "I have never seen people better than 
the Sahabah ~~ of Rasululla.ah ~. Until he passed away, they did not ask 
him more than thirteen questions, all of which appear In the Qur'aan (Some of 
these are): "They (the Sahabah~) ask you (0 Rasulullaah~) about the 
sacred months", "They ask you about wine and gambling", "They ask you about 
orphans", ''They ask you about menstruation", "They ask you about the spoils 
of war", ''They ask you about what they should spend". The Sahabah ~ 
questioned Rasulullaah ~ only about matters that were of benefit to them." 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~~ stated further, "The first beings to perform 
Tawaaf of the Kabah were the angels. Between the Hajar (Aswad) and the Rukn 
Yamaani are the graves of several Ambiyaa. When any of these Ambiyaa was 
harassed by his people, he left them to worship Allaah here until he passed 
away." (3) 

The Women of the Ansaarask Rasulullaah ~ 
Questions about Deen and Hadhrat Ummu Sulaym 

~~ asks about Wet Dreams 
Hadhrat Aa'isha ~ said, "The women of the Ansaar were the best of women. 
Modesty did not prevent them from asking questions about Deen and attaining a 
deep understanding of Deen." (4) 
Hadhrat Ummu Sulaym ~ narrates that she was sitting next to Rasulullaah 
(I) Muslim, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.S Pg.302). 
(2) Haakim (VoU Pg.51 0). Ibn .5a'd (Vol.4 Pg.332) has reported a similar narration. 
(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.! Pg.158) has commented on the chain of narrators. Bazzaar has reported 

a similar narration, as quoted in AI Itqaan. 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.l Pg.88). 
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~'s wife Hadhrat Ummu Salamah ~~ when she asked, "0 Rasulullaah 
~! Should a woman have a bath if she dreams that her husband is having 
intercourse with her?" "Shame on you, Q Ummu Sulaym!" Hadhrat Ummu 
Salamah ~~ cried out, 'You have disgraced all women in front of Rasulullaah 
~!" Hadhrat Ummu Sulaym ~~ responded by saying, "Allaah does not shy 
away from the truth and rather than remaining in darkness about the matters we 
find difficulty with, we must ask RasuluIlaah ~." Rasulullaah ~ replied to 
the question by saying, "Bless you, 0 Ummu Sulaym! The woman should take a 
bath if she finds any semen." "0 Rasulullaah ~!" Hadhrat Ummu sal amah 
~ exclaimed, "Do women also have semen?" "Then how else do her children 
resemble her?" Rasulullaah ~ asked, ''Women are but offshoots of men." (\) 

The Consequences of Asking too many Questions 
and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~~IS 

Condemnation of the Same 
Hadhrat Sa'd ~, "People used to question each other. about certain matters 
that Rasulullaah ~ mentioned and would then question Rasulullaah ~ so 
much about it that although it had been Halaal, it would eventually be declared 
Haraam." (2) 

Hadhrat Jaabir ~,~ says, "The verses of Li'aan were revealed only because of 
the many questions that were asked." (3) 

When people were posing too many questions to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~, he said to Hadhrat Haarith bin Qais, "0 Haar bin Qais! What do you think 
they ask so many questions for?" Hadhrat Haarith replied, "They want to know 
the answers only to forget them afterwards (they have no intention of putting 
their knowledge into practice)." To this, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ 
remarked, "I swear by the Being besides Whom there is none worthy of worship 
that You are right!" (4) 

The Sahabah ~~ Condemn Asking about Things 
that have not Occurred 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~ once said, "0 people! Never ask about things 
that have not happened because Hadhrat Umar ~ use to curse people who 
asked about things that have not happened." (5) 

Hadhrat Umar ~~ said, "It is not permissible to ask about things that have 
not happened because Allaah has already decreed everything that is still to 
happen." (6) 

Hadhrat Khaarijah bin Zaid bin Thaabit narrates that his father (Hadhrat Zaid bin 
(I) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (VaLl Pg.88). 
(2) Bazzaar. Haythami (Vol. I Pg.IS8) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(3) Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoU Pg.I58). 
(4) Tabraani in his Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoU Pg.IS8); 
(S) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vo1.2 Pg.143). 
(6) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.142). 
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Thaabit ~) would never voice his opinion concerning anything he was 
asked about, until he ascertained whether the matter problem had already 
occurred. Ifit did not yet occur he would not say anything and he would 
comment only if it had occurred. Therefore, whenever he was once asked 
something, he queried, "Has it already happened?" "0 Abu Sa'eed," the reply 
would come, "it has not yet happened, but we are preparing for it." "Then leave 
it," he would reply. It was then cmly when the incident actually occurred that he 
would duly inform the people (about what to do). (I) 

Hadhrat Masrooq relates, "When I once questioned Hadhrat ubay bin Ka'b 
®~ about something, he asked, 'Has this actually occurred?' When I informed 
him that it did not, he remarked, 'Then let us rest until it does.'" Another 
narration(2) adds that he said, "Then let us rest until it does happen. Then when 
it does happen, we shall be able to apply ourselves and to get a solution for 
you." (3) 
Hadhrat Aamir narrates that when Hadhrat Ammaar ~ was once questioned 
about something, he asked, "Has this actuaIly occurred?" When informed that it 
did not, he remarked, "Then leave us until it does. Then when it happens, we 
shall be able to apply ourselves and to get a solution for you." (4) 

Learning and Teaching the Qur'aan and 

Reciting it to People 


Rasulullaah ~ Encourages a Person who Earned 

a Profit to Learn the Qur'aan 


Hadhrat Abu Umaamah ®~~ narrates that a man once came to Rasulullaah 
~ and explained how much profit he had earned by buying (and selling) the 
shares of a particular tribe. "Should I not inform you about something even more 
profitable?" Rasulullaah ~ asked. "Can there be anything more profitable?" the 
man asked. Rasulullaah ~ replied, "For a man to learn ten verses of the 
Qur'aan." The man then went to learn ten verses, which he reported to 
Rasulullaah ~.(S) 

Rasulullaah ~ Teaches Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b 
~ the Virtue of Surah Faatiha 


Hadhrat ubay bin Ka'b ®~ narrates, "Rasulullaah ~ once said to me, 

'Should I not inform you of a Surah, the like of which has 'not been revealed in 

the Torah, the Zaboor, the lnjeel or the Qur'aan?' 'Certainly,' I replied. Rasulullaah 

~ said, 'I expect that you will know it before you leave through that door.' 

Rasulullaah ~ then stood up and I stood up with him, as he continued 


(I) Ibn Abdul Birr in his JaaIlli (VoL2 Pg.142). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd (VoL3 Pg.500). 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vo1.2 Pg.142). 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (VoL3 Pg.256), 
(5) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VoL7 Pg.165). 
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speaking to me with my hand in his. I then started to slow down fearing that 
Rasulullaah ~ would leave before informing me about the Surah. As we drew 
close to the door, I said, '0 Rasulullaah ~1 The Surah that you promised me?' 
Rasulullaah ~ asked, What do you recite when you stand up in salaah?' I then 
recited Surah Faatiha. Thereafter, Rasulullaah ~ said, 'That's iU That's it! Those 
are the seven often repeated verses that I have been granted and about which 
Allaah speaks when He says: 

(t,v~T:rP' 0),..) (0; ~~il ~1)jIj~tW' ~ I:~ ~,,:lli~1' :illj) 
v~rily We have granted you (0 Muhammad~) seven verses that are 
often repeated (especially in salaah), and the Glorious Qur'aan. {Surah 
Hijr, verse 87}(l) 

Rasulullaah ~ Teaches the Men of Suffa 
Hadhrat Anas ~~ says, "Abu Talha ~~ once arrived (at the Masjid) to find 
Rasulullaah ~ teaching the men of Suffa with a portion of a rock tied to his 
belly in order to keep his back straight because of extreme hunger." (2) 

Rasulullaah ~ Overhears Hadhrat Abu Moosa 
Ash'ari ~u.1~ Reciting the Qur'aan to some People 
Hadhrat Anas ~~ narrates that Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~,~ was once 
sitting at home and when some people gathered there, he started reciting the 
Qur'aan to them. A man then went to Rasulullaah ~ saying, "0 Rasulullaah 
~! Should I not tell something remarkable of Abu Moosa ~? He was 
sitting at home when some people gathered there and he started reciting the 
Qur'aan to them." "Can you find me a place to sit from where none of them will 
be able to see me?" Rasulullaah ~ asked. "Certainly," the man said. 
Rasulullaah ~ then went with the man, who seated him in a place from Where 
none of the people could see him. After listening to Hadhrat Abu MoosaAsh'ari 
~ reciting the Qur'aan, Rasulullaah ~ remarked, "He recites in one of the 
tunes of the family of Dawood ~~.,,(J) 

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~~ Teaches the 

Qur'aan in the Jaami Masjid of Basrah 


Hadhrat Anas ~~ relates, "Hadhrat (Abu Moosa) Ash'ari ~)1~ once sent me 
to Hadhrat Umar ~)1~. Hadhrat Umar ~ asked,'How was Ash'ari when 
you left?' I replied, 'He was busy teaching Qur'aan to the people when I left.' 
Hadhrat Umar ~ remarked, 'Take note that he is an extremely intelligent 
man. You should however never let this reach his ears. How were the Bedouins 
when you left?' 'The Ash'ari people?' I asked. 'No, the people of Basrah,' he 
replied. 'They will be extremely offended to hear that (you are referring to them 
(I) Bayhaql. as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ (VoU Pg.220). 
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.342). 
(3) 	Abu Ya'la, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vo1.9 Pg.360). Ibn Asaakir 

has reported a similar narration, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol. 7 Pg.94). 
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as Bedouins),' I remarked. Hadhrat Umar ~ said, 'Then you need not inform 
them. They will all remain Bedouins except for the man amongst them whom 
Allaah blesses with the inspiration to wage Jihaad in the path of Allaah." (1) 

Hadhrat Abu Rajaa utaaridi says, "Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~~ used to 
come around to us in this Masjid of Basrah and sit in each gathering. I can still 
picture him wearing two white sheets as he taught the Qur'aan. It was from him 
that I learnt the Surah :#~~'.!l:;J""':"4l}I(SUrah Alaq). It was the first Surah 
revealed to Allaah's Rasool Muham~~d'~."(2) 

Hadhrat Ali ®~~ Memorises the Qur'aan after 
the Demise of Rasulullaah ~ 

Hadhrat Ali ~~ says, 'When Rasulullaah ~ left this world, I vowed never to 
remove my shawl from my back (would not rest) until I had memorised what was 
contained between the two covers (of the Qur'aan). I therefore did not remove 
the shawl until I had memorised the entire Qur'aan." (3) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ®~~ Learns Surah 
Baqarah in Four Years 

Hadhrat Maymoon ~ reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~)1.~ 
learnt Surah Baqara in four years. (4) 

Hadhrat Salmaan ®~~ Recites Surah Yusuf to 
the People in the Masjid of Madaa'in 

A man from the Ashja tribe narrates that when the people of Madaa'in heard that 
. Hadhrat Salmaan ~~ was in the Masjid, they continued arriving there until 
almost a thousand people had gathered. Hadhrat Salmaan ~ stood up and 
bade the people to sit down. When they were all seated, he started reciting Surah 
Yusuf. The people then started dispersing and leaving until there were only about 
a hundred people . left. Hadhrat Salmaan ~ became very angry and said, 
''You want an enchanting lecture, but when I recite the Book of Allaah to you, 
you start to leave!?" (5) . 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ Teaches 

Qur'aan to the People and Encourages 


them to Learn 

Whenever Hadhrat AbduIlaah bin Mas'ood !::ID~ taught a verse of the Qur'aan 
to someone, he would say, ''This (verse) is better than everything upon which the 
sun rises and everything upon the surface of the earth. He would then say this for 

(I) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.162). 
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol. I Pg.256). 
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his HiIya (VoU Pg.67). 
(4) Ibn sa'd (Vo1.4 Pg.121). 
(5) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (VoL I Pg.203). 
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every verse of the Qur'aan. Another narration states that when people arrived at 
his house every morning, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ would bade 
them to sit down and then passing by each person learning the Qur'aan, he 
would ask them which verse they had reached. When they informed him, he 
would then teach them the next verse and say, "Learn it because it is better for 
you than everything between the heavens and the earth. In fact, for a person to 
even look at a verse of the Qur'aan written somewhere outside the Qur'aan is 
better than everything between the heavens and the earth. " He would then 
proceed to the next person and tell him the same thing, until he had said it to 
each one of them. (I) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ used to say to the people, "Ensure that 
you stick to this Qur'aan because it is Allaah's tablecloth (laden with food). 
Whoever is capable of taking anything from Allaah's tablecloth should do so. 
Knowledge is acquired only through studies." (2) 

Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ said, ''Verily 
this Qur'aan is Allaah's table~loth (laden with food). Whoever is capable of 
learning anything from it should do so because the house most deprived of any 
good is the one that has nothing of the Allaah's Book within it. Indeed, the house 
with nothing of Allaah's Book in it is like a deserted house with none to occupy it 
and shaytaan leaves the house in which he hears Surah Baqarah." (3) 

Hadhrat Umar ~~ Instructs a Man to Leave his 
Door to Study the Qur'aan 

Hadhrat Hasan narrates that Hadhrat Umar ~ once said to a man who very 
often came to his door, "Go and study the Book of Allaah." The man left and 
Hadhrat Umar ~.~ actually started to miss him. When Hadhratumar ~~ 
met him again, Hadhrat Umar ~ almost rebuked him. the man said, "I have 
found in the Book of Allaah such things that have made me independent of being 
at umar~~'s door." (4) 

What Amount of the Qur'aanShould every 

Muslim Learn 


Hadhrat Umar ~ said, "It is necessary for every Muslim man to learn six 

Surahs, two Surahs for the Fajr salaah, two Surahs for the Maghrib salaah and 

two Surahs for the Isha salaah." (5) 


Hadhrat Miswar bin Makhrama ~~ says that he heard Hadhrat Umar ~ 


say, "Learn Surah Baqarah, Surah Nisaa, Surah Maa'idah, Surah Hajj and Surah 

Nom because they contain the Faraa'idh." (6) 


(I) Tabraani. reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.7 Pg.167). 
(2) Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol. I Pg.129). 
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.! Pg.130). 
(4) Ibn Abi Shaybah. as quoted in Kanzul Ummaai(Vol.1 Pg.2I7). 
(5) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in KanzuJ ummaaJ (Vol. I Pg.217). 
(6) Haaldm and Bayhaqi. 
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Hadhrat Haaritha bin Mudarrib/narrates that Hadhrat Umar ~ wrote to 
them with instructions to learn Surah Nisaa, Surah Ahzaab and Surah Noor. (I) 

Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar ®~ said, "Learn Surah Baraa'ah, 
teach Surah Noor to your women and give them silver jewellery to wear." (2) 

What a Person Ought 1;0 do when it is Difficult for 
him to Learn the Qpr'aan 

Hadhrat Abu Rayhaana ®~ reports that he once complained to Rasulullaah 
~ that it was difficult for him to learn the Qur'aan and that what he learnt 
escaped his memory. Rasulullaah ~ advised him saying, "Do not take on 
more than you can manage and perform Sajdah (Nafl salaah) in abundance." 
Hadhrat Umayrah reports, "Hadhrat Abu Rayhaana came to Asqalaan where he 
used to perform Sajdah in abundance." (3) 

Specialising in the Qpr'aan 
Hadhrat Qaradha bin Ka'b ®~ reports that when they were leaving for Iraq, 
Hadhrat Umar ®~ accompanied them to a place called Siraar. There Hadhrat 
Umar ®~~ performed wudhu and said, "Do you know why I have walked with 
you?" "Yes," they replied, "you have walked with us because we are the Sahabah 
~~ of Rasulullaah ~." Hadhrat Umar ®~~ said, "(I have come to tell 
you that) You are headed for a region where the people are humming with the 
recitation of the Qur'aan just as bees are constantly humming. Do not preoccupy 
them by narrating Ahadeeth before them. They should occupy themselves with 
the Qur'aan alone and narrate few Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah ~. Proceed and I 
shall be with you." 
When Hadhrat Qaradha ®~~ arrived at there (in Iraq) and the people asked 
him to narrate Ahadeeth to them, he said, "Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ®~~ 
has prohibited us." (4) 

Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar ~~ said, "Do not preoccupy them 
with Ahadeeth for it will prevent them from mastering the Qur'aan." Yet another 
narration states that Hadhrat Umar ®~ asked the Sahabah ~, "Do you 
know why I have walked with you?" They replied, "You have walked with us 
because you wish to see us off and to honour us." Hadhrat Umai" ~ said, "In 
addition to that, I have come for another purpose as well. (I have come to tell 
you that) You are headed for a region where ... " The rest of the narration is like 
the one above. (5) 

(I) Abu ubayd. 
(2) Sa'eed bin Mansoor, Abu Shaikh and Bayhaqi, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (VoL I Pg.224). 
(3) Abdul Ghaafir bin Salaamah Himsi in his Taareekh, as quoted in lsaabah (VoL2 Pg.156). 
(4) Haakim (VoU Pg.102), reporting from reliable sources as confirm:d by Dhahabi. _ 
(5) 	Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (VoL2 Pg.120). Ibn Sa'd (VoL6 Pg.7) has reported a similar narration 

with the words "it will prevent them from specialising in the Qur'aan" in place of the words "it will 
prevent them from mastering the Qur'aan". 
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Reproaching Those who Question the 

Mutashaabih(l) Verses of the Qur'aan 


Hadhrat Umar ~~ Reproaches Sabeegh for 

Questioning the Mutashaabih Verses of the Q].Ir'aan 


A freed slave of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~ narrates that an Iraqi called 
Sabeegh in the Muslim army was questioning certain (Mutashaabih) verses of the 
Qur'aan and continued doing so until he reached Egypt. From there, Hadhrat Arnr 
bin AI Aas ~l11~ sent him to Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ~~. A messenger 
brought the letter to Hadhrat Umar ~~ and after he had read it, he asked, 
'Where is the man?" "He is still on the carriage," replied the messenger. Hadhrat 
Umar ~.\1~ instructed, "Go see if he is still there because I will punish you very 
severely if he has escaped." 
When Sabeegh came, Hadhrat Umar Sll\1~ said to him, "What are your 
questions?" When he stated his case, Hadhrat Umar ~ asked Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Umar ~ for a branch of a date palm. He then beat the man 
until his back was scarred. Hadhrat Umar ~~ then left him until his wounds 
healed. Thereafter, he repeated the treatment and again left him to recover. When 
Hadhrat Umar ~~ called him back for more of the same, Sabeegh pleaded 
with him saying, "0 Ameerul Mu'mineenr If you wish to kill me, do so in a nice 
manner and if you intend to cure me, then I swear by AIlaah that [ have already 
been cured." 
Hadhrat Umar ~,\1~ then permitted him to return to his land but sent a letter 
with him to Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ashlari ~u.~ stating that none of the 
Muslims should associate with him. When this became unbearable for him, 
Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ashiari ~ wrote back to Hadhrat Umar ~ stating 
that Sabeegh had truly reformed. It was only then that Hadhrat Umar ~~ 
permitted the people to associate with him. (2) . 

Another narration from Hadhrat Sulaymaan bin Yasaar states that a. man from 
the Banu Tameem called Sabeegh bin lsI once arrived in Madinah. He had many 
books and always questioned the Mutashaabih verses of the Qur'aan. When 
Hadhrat Umar ~u.~ heard about this, he sent for Sabeegh while keeping some 
branches of the date palm ready for mm. When he arrived, Hadhrat Umar ~~ 
asked him who he was. "I am the servant of AIlaah, Sabeegh," came the reply. 
"And I am the servant of AIlaah, Umar1" Hadhrat Umar Sll\1~ retorted. Hadhrat 
Umar ~~ then motioned him (to come forward) and started beating him with 

(I) 	Mutashaabih (plural-Mutashaabihaat): These are those verses of the Qur'aan that are not as clear 
as the "Muhkamaat" in their interpretation. Their meanings are best known to A1laah. A1laah says 
about these verses, "None knows their interpretation except AlIaah" [Surah 3, verse 7]. It is 
necessary to interpret these verses only in a manner that does not contradict what the Muhkam 
verses mention. When a suitable interpretation cannot be found, one should not delve too deeply 
into their meanings because the injunctions of Isiaam are clearly mentioned in the Muhkamaat 
verses and failure to perfectly interpret the Mutashaabih verses will not affect a person's life. 

(2) Oaarmi, Ibn Abdil Hakam and Ibn Asaakir. 
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the branches until his head was ipjured and blood started to drip down his face. 

Sabeegh then cried out, "Enough, 0 Ameerul Mu'mineen! By Allaah! That which 

was in my head has now disappeared." (I) 


Another narration adds that Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan said, "Hadhrat Umar ~,~~ 


then wrote to instruct us not to associate with Sabeegh. Therefore, if he ever 

arrived, we would all disperse, even if we were a hundred people." (2) 


Yet another narration states that whereas Sabeegh was then despised amongst 

his people after he had once been their leader. (3) 


The Incident Between Hadhrat Umar ~~ and 

Some People who Arrived from Egypt 


Hadhrat Hasan narrates that when some people met Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 
~~ in Egypt, they said, 'We have corne across some matters in the Qur'aan 
that we have been instructed to carry out when they cannot be carried out. We 
wish to meet the Ameerul Mu'mineen to ask him about this." Therefore, when 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~ arrived in Madinah, these people arrived 
with him. Hadhrat Abduliaah bin Umar ~~ then went to Hadhrat Umar 
~ saying, "0 Arneerul Mu'mineen! Some people met me in Egypt and said, 
We have corne across some matters in the Qur'aan that we have been instructed 
to carry out when they cannot b~ carried out.' They ther~fore wished to meet you 
in this regard." 
Hadhrat Umar ~ asked for them to be brought before him and when they 
were, he called the one closest to him. Hadhrat Umar ~~ asked him, "1 ask 
you to tell me in the name of Allaah and by the right Islaam has upon you 
whether you have read the entire Qur'aan." When the man replied that he did, 
Hadhrat Umar ~~~ further asked, "Have you then gathered it all in your 
heart?" When he replied in the negative, Hadhrat Umar ~):l..,~ continued, "Have 
you then gathered it al1 in your sight?" When he again admitted that he did not, 
Hadhrat Umar ~~~ asked, "Have you then memorised it all? Have you put it all 
into practice?" Hadhrat Umar ~~ then questioned each one of them in a like 
manner and after he had finished with the last of them, he said, "Umar's mother 
should have rather lost him! Do you expect me to make every person steadfast on 
the Book of Allaah?! Your Rabb knows well that we Slip up." He then recited the verse: 

~, ; ~ "" ,~ ,'" '.'"'. ' " JtW '" ,", "" ,w"" .J,., " '" ,"; '" ~ '" ,.I '" ," , )

l:o,.J.f ":}.>J.IA ~..uJ ~~;.s:;s. ~ ~ "*~.x~ ly.;i~ ,,~ 

(n-.;...,!T:~l....i oJ.,.....) (0 
If you avoid the major sins you are forbidden from, We shall wipe out 
your evil actions (mjnor sjns) and enter you jnto a place of honour 
(Jannah). {surah Nisaa, verse 31} 

Hadhrat Umar ~~ then asked them, "Do the people of Madinah know why 
(1) Daarmi. as quoted in KanzuJ ummaaJ(Vol.! Pg.228). 
(2) Khateeb and Ibn Asaakir. Daar Qutni has reported a similar narration. 
(3) 	Ibn Ambaari. Ismaa'eeJi has reported a similar narration. The narrations above have been quoted 

in Jsaabah 0101.2 Pg.198). 
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you have come." "No," they replied. Hadhrat Umar ~ then said, "Had they 
known, I would have taught them a lesson with you." (I) 

Dislike for Accepting Remuneration for 
Teaching the Qur'aan 

Rasulullaah ~'s Advice to Hadhrat Ubaadah 
~~~ and Hadhrat Ubay ~~~ in this Regard 

Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit ~l~ says, "Because Rasulullaah ~ was very 
occupied, he would hand over to one of us any person who migrated so that we 
may teach him the Qur'aan. RasuluIlaah ~ once placed in my care a person 
who stayed in my house, ate meals with me and whom I taught the Qur'aan, 
When he returned home, he felt that he owed me something and therefore gave 
me a bow as a gift. I had never seen a bow made of better wood nor more 
flexible. I however went to Rasulullaah ~ and asked him his opinion. 
Rasulullaah ~ said, "It is a burning ember that you are hanging between your 
shoulders." (2) 

Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b ~~ once taught a Surah to a man who gave him a 
garment or a shawl as a gift. When he informed Rasulullaah ~ about this, 
Rasulullaah ~ remarked, "If you wear it, you will be wearing a garment of 
fire." (3) Another narration states that when Hadhrat Ubay ®~~ taught the 
Qur'aan to a man, he gave him a bow as a gift. (4) 

Hadhrat Tufayl bin Amr ~ says, ''When Hadhrat Ubay ~~ taught me the 
Qur'aan, I gave him a bow as a gift. When he went to Rasulullaah ~ the next 
morning with the bow hanging around his neck, Rasulullaah ~ asked, "Who 
gave you this bow, 0 ubay?" Hadhrat Ubay ~ replied, "It was Tufayl bin AInr 

Dowsi to whom I had taught the Qur'aan:" Rasulullaah ~ remarked, "You are 
hanging it around your neck when it is a spark from ]ahannam?!" "0 Rasulullaah 
~!!! Hadhrat ubay ~~~ said, "But we even eat from their food." Rasulullaah 
~~ said, "There is no harm in eating the food that was prepared for' others and 
which you ate by being there. However, if the food is prepared specially for you 
and you eat fI um it, you will be eating from your share (of the A<t!;i~liri"' h, because 
of which you will have less there)." (5) 

Rasulullaah ~~'s Words to Hadhrat Awf bin 

Maalik ~~~ and Another Sahabi ~~~ 


in this Regard 

Hadhrat Awf bin Maalik ~ reports that there was a man with him to whom 
(I) Ibn )areer, as quoted in Kanzul UmmaaJ (VoL I Pg.228). 
(2) Tabraani and Bayhaqi, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (VoLl Pg.2SI). Haakim (VoU Pg.S56) has also 

reported the narration from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. 
(S) 	Abdbin Humayd, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (VoL I Pg.2SI). Ibn Maajah, Rooyaani and Bayhaqi 

have reported a similar narration. 
(4) Sa'eed bin Mansoor, as quoted in KanzuJ ummaaJ(Vol.l Pg.2S0). 
(5) 	Baghawi and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul ffmmaal (VoLl Pg.2SI). Tabraanl has reported a 

similar narration but Haythami (VolA Pg.95) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
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he had taught the Qur'aan. When the man gave him a bow as a gift, he mentioned 
it to Rasulullaah ~. Rasulullaah ~ remarked, "0 Awf! Do you want to meet 
Allaah while carrying an ember of Jahannam on your back?" (1) 

Hadhrat Muthanna bin Waa'il says, "When I went to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Busr 
~ one day, he passed his hand over my head and I held him by the forearm. 
Just then someone asked him about remuneration for a teacher and he replied, 'A 
man once came to Rasulullaah ~, carrying a bow over his shoulder. 

Rasulullaah ~ was very impressed by the bow and remarked, 'What an 
excellent bow! Did you buy it?' 'NO,' the man replied, 'Someone gave it to me as a 
gift because I had taught his child the Qur'aan.' To this, Rasulullaah ~ said, 
'Do you want Allaah to hang a bow of fire around your neck?' 'Not at all!' the man 
replied. 'Then return it,' Rasulullaah ~ instructed." (2) 

Hadhrat Umar~~~ Disapproves of Accepting 

Remuneration for Teaching the Qur'aan 


Hadhrat Usayr bin Arnr narrates that the news once reached Hadhrat Umar bin 
Khattaab ®~ that Hadhrat Sa'd ®~ said, "I shall include those who teach 

the Qur'aan amongst the people who receive an allowance of two thousand." To 

this Hadhrat Umar ~ remarked, "Oh dear! oh dear! Are people being paid 
for (teaching) the Book of Allaah?!" 
Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Ibraaheem narrates that Hadhrat Umar ~~ wrote to one 
of his governors saying, "Give people an allowance for teaching the Qur'aan." The 
governor wrote back saying, ''You have written to say that people should be given 
an allowance for teaching the Qur'aan, but then such people will start to teach 
the Qur'aan whose only inclination would be to be enlisted (and thereby receive a 
state allowance like the soldIers of the national army)." Hadhrat Umar ~ 

then wrote back saying, "Rather give people an allowance by merit of them being 
family and companions of Rasulullaah ~.,,(3) 

Hadhrat Mujaahid narrates that Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ®.~ addressed 
the people saying, "0 men of knowledge and men of the Qur'aan! Do not accept 
remuneration for imparting your knowledge and for teaching the Qur'aan 
because then even adulterers will beat you to Jannah." (4) 

(NOTE: Since there are also Ahadeeth permitting the acceptance of remuneration 

for teaching the Qur'aan, a person may do so if he has no other option. While it is 
best not to accept remuneration, if a person does accept remuneration, he 
should accept it as remuneration for his time and not for his teaching.) 

(1) 	Tabraani in his Kabeer, as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ (Vol.! Pg.232). Haythami (VolA Pg.96) has 
commented on the chain of narrators. 

(2) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (VolA Pg.96) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(3) Abu Ubayd, as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ (Vo!.! Pg.229). 
(4) Khateeb, as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ ('Jol.J Pg.229). 

www.islamicbulletin.com



276 mE UVES OF mE SAHABAH ~~ (Vol-3) 

Fear of Differences Arising once the 
Qur'aan Spread amongst Different People 

The Fear that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 
~~~ had about this and the Incident with 

Hadhrat Umar ~,~ 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ narrates, "I was sitting with Hadhrat Umar 
bin Khattaab ~~ when a letter came to him from Kufa, informing him how much 
Qur'aan the people had learnt. 'Allaahu Akbar!' Hadhrat Umar ~~ exclaimed 
(out of happiness). May Allaah have mercy on him. 'They will soon start to have 
differences,' I remarked. 'What are you sayingI' Hadhrat Umar ~~ exclaimed, 
'How would you know that?' Because he got so angry, I left and went home. A 
while later, he sent for me, but I made an excuse. He however sent a message 
saying that I have no option but to come. When I got there, he said, 'There was 
something that you had said (What was it?).' 'I seek Allaah's forgiveness,' I said, 'I 
shall never repeat what I said.' It was only when Hadhrat Umar ~ forced me 
to repeat my words that I said, 'A letter came to you stating how much Qur'aan 
the people had learnt, to which I said that they will soon start to have 
differences.' 'How did you come to learn this?' he asked. I rep'ied, "1 read the 
verse: 

~~~ 'i.,Jj ,.~ II;; all J ~h wiJ, ~, ' . jj'~ ~ : ~ WI:~)y.J I • ~...r- ~-'. • ~ y ... 0" of ~J 
... '" If' ... 

j, ~G ';;;JI.!J ~J t+..! J. ~~! ifj~1 ~~ J; 111~ 0 ...,t..A.JI iT! , ;;;,.'" ;' ",'" 
- ,,~~ ~~, I. ~ ~ ~J. ~ 

(".0 ,'l'.t-.;..,!\ :i..,.il oJ""')"'0 ~L.Q.JI ~ ~ 4.UIJ 
From mankind is he whose speech pleases you in this worldly life and 
(claiming to l:x; a Muslim) he calls Allaah to be witness over that which 
is in his heart, yet he is the hardest of opponents (to all Muslims). 
When he turns away (from you) he exerts himself to cause corruption 
(trouble and mischief) on earth and (among other things) to destroy 
crops and stock (cattle and other animals). Allaah dislikes corruption. 
{Surah Baqarah, verses 204,205} 

When this happens, men of the Qur'aan will be unable to contain themselves. I 
then read the verse: 

(".y ''''i-.;..,!i:i..,.il iJ""') 

When he is told to fear Allaah (because ofhis behaviour), pride leads 
him to (commit more) sin. Jahannam will suffice for him (as 
punishment). It is a terrible resting place indeed. From mankind is he 
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who would sell himself seeking Allaah's pleasure. Allaah is Most. 
Compassionate (Kind) towards Hjs bondsmen. I {Surah Baqarah, verses 

206,207} 

To this, Hadhrat Umar ~,~~ remarked, 'I swear by Allaah that you are right." (1) 

Another Incident about the Fear Hadhrat 

Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ had in this Regard 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Ubayd bin Umayr reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Abbaas ~~ said, "I was with Hadhrat Umar ~,~~ when he caught hold of 
my hand and said, 'I think that the Qur'aan has now spread amongst the masses.' 
'I do not like that too much, 0 Ameerul Mu'mineen,' I remarked. Hadhrat Umar 
~,~~ pulled his hand away saying, 'And why not?' 'Because,' I started to explain, 
'when they all start to learn the Qur'aan (without proper understanding), they will 
start to propound their own opinions. Once they do this, they will start to dispute 
and once the disputes start, they will start killing each other.' 
Hadhrat Umar ~~ then sat aside and left me alone. Only Allaah knows the 
anxiety I endured during the rest of that day. It was only the following afternoon 
that his messenger came to inform me that the Ameerul Mu'mineen was calling 
me. When I got there, Hadhrat Umar ~ asked, What was it that you said?' 
After I had repeated my words to him, he said, '(I had also understood the same 
but) I had been concealing this from the people.m(2) 

The Advice that the Sahabah ~llr1~ 


gave to Qurraa 

The Advice of Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ~).1.1~ 


Hadhrat Kinaanah Adawi narrates that Hadhrat Umar ~,~~ wrote to the 
commanders of his armies to send him a list of all the men who were Huffaadh of 
the Qur'aan so that he could dispatch them to the ends of the empire to teach the 
Qur'aan. Hadhrat (Abu Moosa) Ash'ari ~,~ wrote back to Hadhrat Umar 
~ stating that the Huffaadh with hillJ numbered just over three hundred. 
Hadhrat Umar ~~'s reply to him was as follows: 
"In the name ofAllaah the Most j(jnd, the Most Merdful 
From the servant ofAllaah Umar to the servant ofAllaah Qajs and alJ the 
Huffaadh wHh hjm 
Peace be upon you all 
Thjs Qur'aan js a great source ofreward and honour for you and ssallbe a 
treasure for you jn the Aakhkah. You should therefore follow jts dktates and 
never allow jf to followyours (by djstorHng jts jnterpretatjon to suHyour deskes) 
because the person whose dktates the Qur'aan js forced to foHow shall have jt 
shoved on to hjs neck to throw hjm jnto jahannam. As for the one who follows 
the Qur'aan, the Qur'aan shaH lead hjm to jannatul Fkdous. So as far asyou can, 
(1) Haakim (YoU Pg.540), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. 
(2) Haakim (Yo1.3 Pg.540). 
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let it be an intercessor foryou and never let it be a complainant against you. The 
person for whom the Qur'aan intercedes shall enter Jannah and the one against 
whom the Qur'aan complains shall surely enter Jahannam. Always bear in mind 
that the Qur'aan is a fountainhead ofguidance, a Dower ofknowledge and the 
final scripture from the Most Merciful It is by this Qur'aan that Allaah opens 
blind eyes, deafears and locked hearts. 
You must also bear in mind that when a man wakes up at nigh~ brushes his 
teeth with a Miswaak, performs wudhu, says 'Allaahu Akbar' and then recites the 
Qur'aan, an angel places his mouth on the person's mouth and says, 'Recite, 

recite. You are doing an excellent thing and it is most excellent for you.' If he 
performs wudhu without using the Miswaak, the angel protects him and does 
nothing else. Behold! Recitation of the Qur'aan in salaah is a protected treasure 
and an ordained excellence. You should therefore do as much of it as you 
possibly can. Salaah is a celestial light, zakaah is a symbol, patience is an 
illumination, fasting is a shield and the Qur'aan is a proofeither for you or 
against you. You should therefore honour the Qur'aan and never cause it 
disgrace because Allaah will honour the one who honours the Qur'aan and will 
disgrace the one who brings it disgrace. You also ought to know that the person 
who recites the Qur'aan, memorises it, practises on it and abides by its 
injunctions shall have his du'aas accepted by Allaah. IfAllaah pleases, He may 
accept them in this world and ifHe wills, he may reserve them as a treasure for 
the Aakhirah. Remember that what remains with Allaah is better and more lasting 
for those who have Imaan and who rely on their Rabb. III 1) 

The Advice of Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~~~ 
Hadhrat Abu Kinaanah reports that when Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~ gathered 
together the Huffaadh (of the army he commanded), they numbered close to 
three hundred. Hadhrat Abu Moosa ~~ lectured to them about the greatness 
of the Qur'aan saying, 'Verily this Qur'aan shall be either a source of reward for 
you or a burden (in the Aakhirah). You should therefore follow the dictates of the 
Qur'aan and never force it to follows yours because the one who follows the 
Qur'aan shall be with it in the gardens of ]annah while the one who forces the 
Qur'aan to follow his desires shall have it shoved on his neck and it will fling him 
into]ahannam." (2) 

Hadhrat Abul Aswad Daly reports that Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ffi,u.:;~ once 
gathered all the Qurraa, emphasising that none but the Huffaadh should corne 
to him. It was approximately three hundred men who came to him. He then addressed 
them saying, ''You men are the Qurraa of the city and should therefore never 
allow the passage of time to harden your hearts as it happened to the Ahlul 
Kitaab. A Surah had been revealed that w.e thought resembled Surah Baraa'ah in 
length and in the stern subject matter it contained. A verse from it which I had 
memorised stated that if man had two valleys of gold he would seek to have a 

(1) Ibn zanjway. as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal0/uLl Pg.21 7). 
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya 0/01.1 Pg.257). 

----------------------------------~ 
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third and it would only be the sand (of his grave) that would be able to fill his 
belly. Thereafter, another Surah was revealed which we thought resembled the 
Musabbihaat because it begins with the words~~ (Sabbaha LillaahJ. The verse 
from it that I had memorised is: 

- 4"'.1".,,,, .", ".1,""'''' ",., .... ,;; "'~T)
C\'~I:;...A..p 0).,...,) "\~~ '.it:. ~j.l~~ I~' ""~\ ~l.::! . 

o you who have Imaan! Why do you say that which you did not do? 
{Surah Saff. verse 2} 

Testimony will therefore be taken for everything you do and you will be 
questioned about it on the Day of Qiyaamah." (I) 

The Advice of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ once addressed the people of Kufa. After 
greeting them with Salaam and instructing them to observe Taqwa, he said, 
"Never dispute about the Qur'aan and never oppose each other concerning it 
because there are no discrepancies in the Qur'aan, it will never be (completely) 
forgotten and constant repetition of the Qur'aan will never tire one. Do you not 
see that the restrictions, the Faraa'idh and Allaah's explicit commands in the 
Shari'ah of Islaam are one? It would be said that the Qur'aan has discrepancies if 
a part of it commands an act which another part forbids. Every part of the 
Qur'aan rather complements the rest of it. I am convinced that such deep 
understanding and knowledge shall surface amongst you people that surpasses 
all other people. If a camel could take me to a person who has more knowledge 
of what has been revealed to Muhammad ~ than I have, I shall certainly go to 
him to increase the knowledge I have. I know well that while the entire Qur'aan 
would be recited to Rasulullaah ~ once every year, it was recited to 
Rasulullaah ~ twice during the year that he passed away (every Ramadhaan 
Hadhrat Jibra'eel ~ would recite the Qur'aan to Rasulullaah ~ and 
Rasulullaah ~ would recite to him). Whenever I recited Qur'aan to 
Rasulullaah ~, he would approve of my recitation, therefore whoever recites 
Qur'aan in the manner that I recite, should not turn away and forsake it. In a like 
manner, whoever recites the Qur'aan in another authentic manner should also 
not turn away and forsake it because whoever rejects anyone of the various 
manners of recitation will reject them all." (2) 

A student of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ from Hamdaan narrates that 
before Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~l1~ left for Madinah, he gathered all 
his students together and said, "By Allaah! I am convinced that such 
religiousness, deep understanding of Deen and knowledge of the Qur'aan shall 
surface amongst you people that surpasses that of all other Muslims ... " The 
narration continues until it states that he said, 'Verily there are no discrepancies 
in the Qur'aan, neither does the Qur'aan ever age or lose its dignity by 
continuous repetition." (3) 
(I) Abu Nu'aym in his HiJya !yoU Pg.257). 
(2) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzull'mmaal!yol.l Pg.232). 
(3) Ahmad. Haythami !yo1.l Pg.450) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
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Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~iJ.,~ also said, "It is only befitting that a man 
of the Qur'aan be recognised by his nights (when he is engaged in Ibaadah) 
when others are asleep, by his days (spent fasting) when others are eating, by 
his sorrow (pondering about his plight in the Aakhirah) when others are 
rejoicing, by his weeping when others are laughing, by his silence when others 
are socialising and by his humility when others are behaving arrogantly. It is 
also befitting of a man of the Qur'aan to be weeping and sorrowful, wise and 
tolerant, knowledgeable and composed. It does not behove a man of the 
Qur'aan to be uncouth, negligent, boisterous, rowdy and short-tempered." 
Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, "Do 
your best to be a listener (rather than always speaking) and take careful note 
when you hear Allaah say, '0 you who have Imaan!' because it is only something 
good that you are being instructed to do or something evil that you are being 
prohibited from." (1) 

Occupation with the Ahadeeth of 
Rasulullaah ~~ and Befitting Behaviour 

for those Occupied with this 
A Bedouin Qpestions Rasulullaah ~ about 

Qjyaamah when he was Busy Narrating Ahadeeth 
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~ narrates that Rasulullaah ~ was busy narrating 
Ahadeeth when a Bedouin arrived and asked, "When will Qiyaamah take place?" 
When Rasulullaah ~ continued narrating, some of the Sahabah ~~ said 
that Rasulullaah ~ (was not giving a reply because he) heard the man but did 
not like the question. Others said that Rasulullaah ~ did not hear the man at 
all. When Rasulullaah ~ had completed narrating Ahadeeth, he asked, "Where 
is he (the Bedouin)?" "Here am lover here!" the man said. Rasulullaah ~ then 
said, "Wait for Qiyaamah when a time arrives in which trusts are 
misappropriated." "How will they be misappropriated?" the man asked. 
Rasulullaah ~ replied, "Wait for Qiyaamah when authority is placed in the 
hands of unworthy people." (2) 

Hadhrat Waabisah ~~ Propagates a Hadith of 

Rasulullaah ~~ in Conformance with the 


Instruction Rasulullaah ~ gave in his 

Farewell Sermon 


Standing before the people in the largest Masjid of Riqqa during the days of Eidul 
Fitr and Eidul Adhaa, Hadhrat Waabisah ~ used to say, "I was present with 
Rasulullaah ~ during the Farewell Hajj when he addressed the people saying, 

(I) Abu Nu'aym in his f-lIlya (YoU Pg.130). 
(2) Bukhaari (YoU Pg.14). 
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'0 people! Which month is most sacred?' 'This month (of Dhul Hijjah) is,' the 
people replied. Rasulullaah ~ asked further, '0 people! Which city is most 
sacred?' 'This city (of Makkah) is,' the people replied. Rasulullaah ~ then 
declared, 'Until the day you meet your Rabb, your blood, your wealth and your 
honour are as sacred to you as this day, this month and this city are. Have I 
conveyed the message?' 'You certainly have,' the people replied. Rasulullaah ~ 
then raised his hands to the sky saying, 'You be the witness, 0 Allaah.' Thereafter, 
he said, 'Those of you present here should pass the message on to those who 
are absent.' Do come closer so that I may convey to you what Rasulullaah ~ 
said to us." (1) 

Hadhrat Abu Umaamah ~~~ Instructs his 

Students to Propagate 


Hadhrat Makhool says, "Ibn Abu Zakariyyah, Sulayrnaan bin Habeeb and I once 
went to Hadhrat Abu Umaamah ffi.~fi in Hims. After we had greeted him with 
the words of Salaam, he said, 'This sitting of yours here is a means Allaah has 
used for the Deen to reach you and will also be Allaah's evidence against you (if 
you do not propagate it). Rasulullaah ~ propagated, so you too should 
propagate." 
In another narration, Hadhrat Saleem bin Aamir says, "When we would sit with 
Hadhrat Abu Ubaadah ffi.ll.1~ and he narrated to us many Ahadeeth of 
Rasulullaah ~, he would say to us after he had completed, 'Have you 
understood? Now propagate as it has been propagated to you.m(2) 

Rasulullaah ~~'s Du'aa for those who Narrate his 
Ahadeeth and Teach them to the People 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ narrates that Rasulullaah ~once 
prayed, "0 Allaah! Shower Your mercy on my successors." "0 Rasulullaah ~!" 
the Sahabah ~.~ asked, 'Who are your successors?" Rasulullaah ~ replied,. 
''Those who will come after me, who will narrate my Ahadeeth and teach them 
to the people." (3) 

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~ Narrates Ahadeeth 
in the Masjid of Rasulullaah ~ before the 

Jumu'ah Salaah 
Hadhrat Aasim bin Muhammad narrates from his father that he saw Hadhrat Abu 
Hurayrah ~ come to the Masjid of Rasulullaah ~ on the day of Jumu'ah. 
Standing and holding the two knobs of the pulpit, he said, "Abul Qaasim 
Rasulullaah fi the truthful and veritable narrated to us ... " He then continued 
to narrate Ahadeeth until he heard the door of the Imaam's room open as the 
(I) Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vo!.l Pg.139l. 
(2) Tabraani in his Kabeer. reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vo!.1 Pg.140). 
(3) Tabraani, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.74). Ibn Najjaar, Khateeb in Sharfus 

Sahabah ~~ and others. as quoted in Kanzui Vrnrnaa/ (Vo!.5 Pg.240). 
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Imaam emerged to lead the salaah. He then sat down. (1) 

The Difficulty Hadhrat Umar OO~~f Hadhrat 

Uthmaan ~~ and Hadhrat Ali ~ 


Experienced Narrating Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat Aslam reports that when they used to ask Hadhrat Umar ~ to 
narrate Ahadeeth to them, he would say, "I fear that I may add a word or omit a 
word because Rasulullaah ~ said, 'The person who intentionally lies about 
me is headed for ]ahannam." (2) 
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Haatib says, "I have not seen any of the Sahabah 
~ narrate Ahadeeth as well and as thoroughly as Hadhrat Uthmaan !:ID\1..~. 
However, he was a man who was extremely reluctant to narrate Ahadeeth." (3) 

Hadhrat Uthmaan ~ used to say, "What prevents me from narrating 
Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah ~ is not the fact that 1 was not one of those 
Sahabah ~ with the best memories. What prevents me is that I can testify 
that I heard Rasulul1aah ~ say, 'Whoever attributes anything to me that I never 
stated should prepare for his abode in Jahannam.'" Another narration quotes 
Rasulul1aah ~'s words as, 'Whoever speaks lies about me should prepare for a 
house in]ahannam." (4) 

Hadhrat Ali B~ said, "When narrating Ahadeeth to you, r prefer falling from 
the sky rather than stating something that Rasulullaah ~ never said. However, 
when speaking to you about matters between us, then (precautions need not be 
so strict because) wars are won by strategy." (5) 

The Difficulty Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~ Experienced with Narrating Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat Amr bin Maymoon reports that sometimes an entire year would pass by 
without Hadhrat Abdul1aah bin Mas'ood ®~ narrating a single Hadith. When 
he narrated a Hadith one day, he started to shiver and perspiration beaded up on 
his forehead. He then said, "Rasulullaah ~ said something like that or stated 
similar words." (6) 

Hadhrat Masrooq reports, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood !:ID)z~ started to 
narrate a Hadith one day, but as soon as he said, 'Rasulullaah ~ said,' he 
started to shiver so much that even his clothing shook. He then added, 
'Rasulullaah ~ said something to the effect or something similar.",m 

(1) Haakim, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by DhahabL 
(2) Ahmad, 	Ibn Adi, Uqayli and Abu Nu'aym in his Ma'rifah, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.S 

Pg.239). 
(3) Ibn Sa'd and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.S Pg.9). 
(4) Ahmad, Abu Ya'!a and Bazzaar. Haythami (VoLl Pg.143) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(5) Bukhaari, Muslim and others, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (VoLS Pg.240). 
(6) Haakim (VoL3 Pg.314), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. 
(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol. 1 Pg.79). Isaabah (VoL3 Pg.lS6) has reported a similar narration. 
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Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~~, fladhrat Anas ~~~ 
and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~ all use 

the words "something like that or something 
similar" when narrating Ahadeeth. 

Hadhrat Abu ldrees Khowlaani says, "I noticed that whenever Hadhrat Abu 
Dardaa ~ completed narrating Ahadeeth, he would add, 'Rasulullaah ~ 
said that, something similar to that or something resembling that.,n(l) 
Hadhrat Muhammad bin Seereen narrates that whenever Hadhrat Anas bin 
Maalik ~~ narrated Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah ~/ he would end with the 
words, "It was something like this that Rasulullaah ~ said." (2) 

In another narration, Rasulullaah ~ said, "Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik ~ 
narrated few Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah ~/ but when he did, he would end 
with the words, "It was something like this that Rasulullaah ~ said." (3) 

Hadhrat Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali says, "There was no companion of 
Rasulullaah ~ more cautious of adding anything to or omitting anything from 
the Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah ~ than Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~.,,(4) 
Hadhrat Sha'bi says, "I sat in the company of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~ 
for an entiie year without hearing him narrate anything from Rasulullaah 
~.,,(5) 

The Dependability of Hadhraf Imraan bin Husayn 
~~'s Memory and Narration of Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn ~~ said, "I have heard many Ahadeeth from 
RasuluIIaah ~ which I have memorised. All that prevents me from narrating 
them is that some of my companions may differ with me in the narration." (6) 
Hadhrat Mutarraf reports that Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn ~ said to him, "0 
Mutarrafl By A1laahI I am certain that if I chose to do so, I could narrate Ahadeeth 
from RasululIaah ~ for two days continuously without repeating a single 
Hadith. However, what make,s me reluctant to do so and makes me disapprove of 
doing such a thing is that although I was there when many Sahabah ~~ of 
Muhammad ~ were there and I also heard what they heard, they confuse the 
sequence of the words Wclen they narrate." Sometimes, Hadhrat Imraan bin 
Husayn ~ would say, "If I were to narrate to you what Rasulullaah ~ 
said, I am certain that I will be accurate." When he quoted the words of 
Rasulullaah ~, Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn ~ would do so with great 
certainty and say, "I heard Rasulullaah ~ say...,,(7) 

(1) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.! Pg.141). Abu Ya'la, Rooyaani 
and Ibn Asaakir have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal0101.3 Pg.156). 

(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami 0101.1 Pg.79). 
(3) Ahmad, Abu Ya'la and Haakim, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal0101.5 Pg.240). 
(4) Ibn Sa'd 0101.4 Pg.144). 
(5) Ibn Sa'd 0101.4 Pg.145). 
(6) Tabraani in his Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami 0101.1 Pg.141). 
(7) Tabraani. Haythami 0101.1 Pg.I41) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
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Hadhrat Suhayb ~~~ 's Reluctance to say, 
"Rasulullaah ~ said" 

Hadhrat SUlaymaan bin Abu Abdullaah reports that he heard Hadhrat Suhayb 
~~ say, "By Allaah! I shall never intentionally narrate Ahadeeth to you saying 
that it is what Rasulullaah ~ said. However, I shall gladly relate to you what I 
experienced in the expeditions I participated in with Rasulullaah ~. Then 
again, I shall never say, 'Rasulullaah ~ said'." (1) 

Hadhrat Waathila bin Asqa ~~ Narrates only 
the Intended Meaning of the Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat Makhool relates, "Abul Azhar and I once went to Hadhrat Waathila bin 
Asqa ~~ and said, '0 Abu Asqa! Narrate to us a Hadith that you heard from 
Rasulullaah ~ without any uncertain words, and without any additions or 
omissions.' Hadhrat Waathila ~ asked, 'Has any of you recited any part of 
the Qur'aan last night?' 'Yes,' we replied, 'But since we are not Huffaadh, we tend 
to add a WaawG) or an Afjf(I).' 

To this, Hadhrat Waathila ~ remarked, 'And that is the Qur'aan which you 
have still not mastered when it has been in your midst for such a long time. 
When you feel that you are adding or omitting letters to it, what about the 
Ahadeeth that we had perhaps heard only once from Rasulullaah ~? It is 
sufficient for you that we narrate only their intended meanings to you." (2) 

Hadhrat Umar ~~~ Censures those Sahabah 
~~~ who Narrated Plenty of Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat Ibraheem bin Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf relates, I1By Allaah! Before he 
passed away, Hadhrat Vmar ~,~ sent messengers to various distant places to 
summon Sahabah ~ such as Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Hudhaafa ~.~, 
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~, Hadhrat Abu Dharr ~ and Hadhrat Vqba bin 
Aamir ~. When they had gathered, he said to them, 'What Ahadeeth have 
you people spread to even the far distant lands?' 'Are you forbidding us from 
narrating them?' they asked. 'NO,' Hadhrat Vmar ~ replied, 'I just want you 
to remain with me. By Allaah! I do not want you to part from me (here in 
Madinah) for as long as I live because we know best which of your narrations we 
shall accept and which ones we will not.' They therefore did not part from 
Hadhrat Vmar ~~ until he passed away." (3) 
Hadhrat Ibraheem bin Abdur Rahmaan relates that Hadhrat Vmar ®~ sent for 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®~, Hadhrat Abu Mas'ood Ansaari and 
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ®,~ and said to them, "What are the Ahadeeth that you 
are so frequently narrating to the people?" He then confined them to Madinah 
until he was martyred. (4) 
(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vo1.3 Pg229). as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vo1.5 Pg.203). 
(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol. I Pg.79). 
(3) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kamui Ummaal (Vo1.5 Pg.239). 
(4) Tabraani. Haythami (VoU Pg.149) has commented on the chain of narrators. Ibn Sa'd {Vol.4 
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The Difficulty Hadhrat Zaid bin Arqam ~~~ 


Experienced with Narrating Ahadeeth in 

his Old Age 


Hadhrat Ibn Abu Awfa ~~ reports that when they used to request Hadhrat 
Zaid bin Arqam ~~ to narrate the Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah ~ to them, he 
would say, "We have aged and have begun to forget. Narrating the Ahadeeth of 
Rasulullaah ~ is a very serious matter (which cannot be taken lightly)." (1) 

Attaching More Importance to Practise 
than to Theory 

Statements of Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~~, Hadhrat 

Abu Dardaa ~)J.1~ and Hadhrat Anas ~~ 


in this Regard 

Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~~(2) and Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~(3) both said, "Learn 
as much as you wish to learn but Allaah will place no benefit in your 
knowledge until you practise what you know." 
Hadhrat Anas ~~ said, "Learn as much as ypu please, but I swear by Allaah 
that you will not be rewarded for your knowledge until you put it into 
practise.,,(4) 

Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Ghanam says, "Ten Sahabah ~~ of Rasulullaah 
~ informed me that they were learning in the Masjid of Quba when 
Rasulullaah ~ came to them and said, 'Learn ... !If The remainder of the words 
are like the narration above. (5) 

Rasulullaah ~~'s Words to a Man in this Regard 
and the Statement of Hadhrat Umar ~~~ 

Hadhrat Ali ~~ reports that a man came to Rasulullaah ~ and said, "0 
Rasuiullaah I§'.&J! What will satisfy the evidence that ignorance will hold against 
me?!' "Knowledge," Rasulullaah ~ replied. "And what will satisfy the evidence 
that knowledge will hold against me?" he asked further. Rasulullaah ~'s reply 
was, "Action." (6) 

Hadhrat Umar ~ said, "Study the Book of Allaah and you will be known 

for it. Practise on its teachings and you will be amongst its worthy bearers." (7) 


Pg.153) has reported a similar narration which states the name of Hadhrat Abu Dharr ~ in 
place of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~. 

(1) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul ummaal0/01.5 Pg.239). 
(2) Ibn Adi and Khateeb. 
(3) Ibn Asaakir. 
(4) Abul Hasan bin Akhram in his Amaali. as quoted in Jaami'us Sagheer. 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami 0/01.2 Pg.6). 
(6) Khateeb, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal0/01.5 Pg.229). 
(7) Ibn Abi shaybah, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal0/01.5 Pg.229). 
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The Statenlents of H'ldhrat Ali ~,~~ in this regard 
Hadhrat Ali ~ said, "Study and you will be known for it. Practise on your 
knowledge and you will be amongst its worthy bearers because soon a time will 
come when nine-tenths of the truth will be rejected and the only person who will 
be saved will be one who remains anonymous and aloof from people. Such 
people are the beacons of guidance and the lanterns of knowledge. They are not 
hasty, do not promote immoral behaviour or immoral speech." (1) 

Hadhrat Ali ~~ once said, "0 men of knowledge! Practise on your knowledge 
because only that person is an Aalim whose knowledge is followed by practise 
and whose practise conforms with his knowledge. There shall soon come people 
whose knowledge will not even transcend their collar-bones. Their private lives 
will contradict their public lives just as their actions will contradict their 
knowledge. They will sit in groups, boasting to each other and will get angry if 
anyone sitting in their group had to leave to sit with another group. The actions 
of such people will not even transcend tbeir gatherings on its way to reach 
Allaah." (2) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ Emphasises 
Combining Knowledge with Action 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, "0 people! Study, but whoever 

studies should practise what he learns." (3) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Ukaym says, "It was in this very Masjid that I heard 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ begin his speech with an oath as he said, 

'Your Rabb shall be Alone with every one of you just as you see the fourteenth 

moon all by itself. Allaah will say, '0 son of Aadam! What deceived you about Me? 

o son of Aadam! How did you respond to the Ambiyaa? 0 son of Aadam! Did you 
practise on your knowledge?'" 
Hadhrat Adi binAdi narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ repeated 
the following words: "Destruction be to the person who does not acquire 
knowledge. Still, if Allaah wills, Allaah shall educate him. However, seven times 
destruction be to the person who has the knowledge but does not practise." (4) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'bod ~~ said, "Everyone has fantastic words to 
say but only those will be successful whose deeds are consistent with their 
words. The one whose deeds contradict his words shall have only himself to 
blame." (5) 

It was also Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ who said, "People are in need 
of anyone who is engrossed in Allaah. People are also in need of that person's 

(1) 	Ahmad in his Zuhd, Abu Ubayd, Deenowri in his Ghareeb and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ 
ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.229). 

(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his]aami (VoU Pg.7), as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal(Vol.5 Pg.233}. 
(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.! Pg.I64) has commented on the chain of narrators. Abu Nu'aym has also 

reported the narration in his Hilya (Vol.! Pg.I31) from Hadhrat Alqama. 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (YoU Pg.2). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (YoU Pg.6). 
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knowledge who practises on his knowledge." (1) 

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~)J.1~ Fears that on the Day 
of Qjyaamah he will be Qpestioned about how 

much he Practised on his Knowledge 
Hadhrat Luqmaan bin Aamir narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~~ used to 
say, "what I fear most about Allaah on the Day of Qiyaamah is that he would call 
me in front of all creation saying, '0 uwaymir!' Then when I respond by saying, 'I 
am at Your service, 0 my Rabb!', Allaah shall ask, 'Did you practise on your 
knowledge?",(2) 

Another narration quoted Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~ as sayjng, 'What I fear 
most is that I should be asked on the Day of Qiyaamah, '0 uwaymir! Did you 
acquire knowledge or remain ignorant?' If I reply that I had acquired knowledge, 
every verse containing a command and every verse containing an admonition 
shall claim their rights. The verses containing commands will ask, 'Did you carry 
out (what was commanded)?' and every verse containing an admonition will ask, 
'Did you take heed (to the admonition)?' I seek Allaah's protection from 
knowledge that does not benefit, from desires that are not sated and from 
du'aas that are not answered." (3) 

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~ said, "None can possess Taqwa until he has knowledge 
and one can attain beauty through knowledge only if one practises ~m it.,,(4) 
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~~ also said, "The worst of people in Allaah's sight on 
the Day of Qiyaamah shall be that person with knowledge whose knowledge 
does not benefit him (which he does not practise on)." (5) 

Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~)J.1~ and Hadhrat 
Anas ~)J.1~ Encourage Combining Knowledge 

with Practise 
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ®~ said, "No person will be able to move his feet 
on the Day of Qiyaamah until he is questioned about four things; (1) about how 
he used his body, (2) about how he spent his life, (3) about how he earned and 
spent his wealth and (4) about how he practised on his knowledge." (6) 
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bip Jabal ~ also said, "Learn as much as you want but 
Allaah shall not reward you for it until you practise on your knowledge." (7) 

(I) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vo!.2 Pg.I0), as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal0l01.5 Pg.243). 
(2) Bayhaqi. as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb 0101. I Pg.90). Abu Nu'aym has also reported a similar 

narration in his Hilya 010i.I Pg.214). 
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya 0101.1 Pg.214). 
(4) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya 0101.1 Pg.213). Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya 010Ll Pg.211) has also reported 

from Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~ a narration similar to the one Hadhrat Adi reported from 
Hadhrat AbdulJaah bin Mas'ood ~. 

(5) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya 0101.1 Pg.223). 
(6) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami 0101.2 Pg.3). 
(7) 	Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami 0101.2 Pg.6). Abu NU'aym has reported a similar narration in his Hflya 

0101. 1 Pg.236). 
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Hadhrat Arlas @)1.1~ said, "Learn as much as you want to learn but Allaah shall 
not reward you for it until you practise on your knowledge. While the objective of 
true Ulema (when acquiring knowledge) is to remember (and practise), the 
objective of foolish people (when acquiring knowledge) is to relate it to others 
(without practising)." (I) 

Following the Sunnah and the Ways of the 

Pious Predecessors and Rejecting Bid'ah 


The Encouragement Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b ®~~ 
Gave in this Regard 

Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b ®~ said, "Hold fast to the straight path and the 
Sunnah because Allaah shall never punish a person who is steadfast on the 
straight path and the Sunnah and whose tears then flow from his eyes out of fear 
for Allaah when he thinks of Allaah. When a person who is steadfast on the 
straight path and the Sunnah thinks of Allaah and his hairs stand on end out of 
fear for Allaah, is just like a tree with dry leaves. Just as its leaves fall off when a 
strong wind blows, all his sins fall off him in the same manner. Moderation 
when dOing something for the pleasure of Allaah and acoording to the Sunnah 
is better than exerting oneself in something that is not for the pleasure of 
Allaah and against the Sunnah. You should therefore check well that your deeds 
conform with the pattern of the Arnbiyaa and their Sunnah, regardless of whether 
the deeds be an exerted effort or something done in moderation." (2) 

The Encouragement Hadhrat Umar ®~ and 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®~ Gave 

in this Regard 
Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib narrates that when Hadhrat Umar ~~ arrived 
back in Madinah, he addressed the people saying, "0 people! The Sunan have 
been demonstrated to you and the Faraa'idh have been ordained for you. You 
have therefore been left on a clear and distinct path, (which you will be able to 
follow with ease) unless people lead you to the right and to the left (lead you 
astray).,,(3) 

When lecturing the people every Thursday, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
®~ would say, "There are only two matters of importance. One is a way of life 
and the other is speech. While the best and truest of speech is that of Allaah, the 
best way of life is that of Muhammad ~. Everything newly introduced (into the 
Deen) is a Bid'ah and every Bid'ah is a means of leading people astray. Behold! 
Prolonged periods (of stagnation) should never pass over you, causing your 

(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.6). 
(2) 	Laalkaa'ee, as quoted in Kanzu/ UmmaaJ (VoL I Pg.97). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar 

narration in his Hiiya (Vol.! Pg.253). 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vo1.2 Pg.187). 
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hearts to harden and distant hopes should never make you negligent (of the 
Aakhirah) because everything still pending is nearby and something far off is that 
which is never to come." (1) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®~ said, "Moderation in the Sunnah. is 
better than exerting oneself in Bid'ah." (2) 

The Encouragement Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn 
~~~ Gave in this Regard 

Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn ®~~ said, "The Qur'aan was revealed and 
Rasulullaah ~ demonstrated his way of life (which weernulated). Vou people 
must follow us because if you do not, you shall go astray." (3) 

Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn ®~ once said to someone (who insisted on 
following only the Qur'aan), ':vou are a fool! Do you find any verse of the Qur'aan 
telling you that there are four Rakaahs in zuhr and that the Qiraa'ah should be 
silent?" He then proceeded to enumerate the other salaahs, zakaah and other 
injunctions ·of Deen, saying, "Are the details of these found in the Qur'aan. While 
the Book of Allaah only briefly mentions these things, the Sunnah explains the 
details.,,(4) 

Hadhrat Abdullaahbin Mas'ood ~~ Encourages 
Following the Sahabah ~~~ 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®~~ said, "Whoever wishes to follow anyolle, 
should follow the companions of Muhammad ~ because from amongst the 
entire Ummah, their hearts are most righteous, their knowledge is deepest, they 
are the least pretentious, they are most unswerving in example and their 
(religious) condition is best. Allaah had selected them to be the companions of 
His Nabi ~ and to establish His Deen. You should therefore acknowledge their 
worth and follow in their footsteps because they had been fixed on upright 
guidance. If (S) 

Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~~~ Encourages the Qprraa 

to Follow in the Footsteps. of those who 


Preceded them 

Hadhrat Hudhayfah ®~ used to say, "0' assembly of QurraaI Fear Allaah and 
follow the path of those before you. I swear by my life that if you follow them, 
you will go very far ahead and if you forsake their path to go this way and that, 
(I) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (VoL2 Pg.181). 
(2) Haakim (Vol.! Pg.I03). reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. Abu Nu'aym has 

reported a similar narration in his Hi/ya (Vol. I Pg.173). 
(3) Ahmad. Haythami (Vol.I Pg.191) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vo1.2 Pg. I 91). 
(5) 	Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vo1.2 Pg.97). Abu NU'aym has reported a similar narration from 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~,~ in his Hi/ya (VoL I Pg.305), as has been quoted in the chapter 
describing the qualities of the Sahabah ~. 
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you will have gone far astray." (I) 

Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas ~Uu~ Tells his son, 
"We are the leaders to be followed" 


Hadhrat Mus'ab bin Sa'd reports that whenever his father (Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi 
Waqqaas ~l~) led the salaah (in congregation), he would make it brief 
together with performing the Ruku and Sajdah properly. However, when 
performing salaah at home (by himself), he would prolong the Ruku, the Sajdah 
and the salaah. He would then say, "Dear son! We (the Sahabah ~~) are the 
leaders to be followed." (2) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~~ said, "Follow and do not introduce" 
and his Statement about Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~.~ and Hadhrat Umar !@~~ 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood !@~~ once said, "Follow and do not introduce 
(new ways) because everything has been done for you (Rasulullaah ~ and 
the Sahabah ~~~ have already blazed the trail)," (3) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood §J~~ also said, "An integral part of the Sunnah 
is to love Hadhrat Abu Bakr !@~ and Hadhrat Umar !@~ and to 
acknowledge their worth." (4) 

Hadhrat Ali ~.\1~ Forbids People from Following 
Living People 

Hadhrat Ali §J.~ said, "Be careful not to emulate people because while a man 
can be doing the deeds of the people of Jannah, he can change according to the 
knowledge of Allaah and then start doing the actions of the people of Jahannam. 
When he then dies, he becomes an inmate of Jahannam. It may also happen that 
while a man can be doing the actions of the people of Jahannam, he can change 
according to the knowledge of Allaah and then start doing the deeds of the 
people of Jannah. When he then dies, he becomes a worthy dweller of Jannah. 
However, if it is absolutely necessary for you to follow someone, let it be those 
who have died (as practising Mu'mineen) and not those who are alive." (5) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~~ Reproaches 
a Group who Opposed the Sunnah by Changing 

the Method of Dhikr. 
Hadhrat Abul Bakhtari says that someone once informed Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Mas'ood !@~ about a group of people who sat in the Masjid after Maghrib 
when one of them would tell the others to recite "Allaahu Akbar" in a particular 
manner, to recite "Subhaanallaah" in a particular manner and to recite "Al Hamdu 
(I) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vo1.2 Pg.97). Ibn Abi shaybah and Ibn Asaakir have reported a similar 

narration, as quoted in Kanzui Ummaai(Vol.5 Pg.233). 
(2) TabraanL leporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.! Pg.182). 
(3) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (VO!.1 Pg.18I). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vo1.2 Pg.187). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.114). 
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Lillaah" in a particular manner. "Do they then do as he says?" HadhratAbdullaah 
bin Mas'ood ~ asked. When the person confirmed that they did, Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ told him, "Inform me when you see them 
gathering again." 
(When the person informed him afterwards,) Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~ then came to this group, wearing his high hat, and sat with them. When 
he heard what they were saying, he, being the stern man that he was, stood up 
and said, "I am Abdullaah bin Mas'ood. By Allaah, besides Whom there is none 
worthy of worship! Verily you people have certainly perpetrated a terrible wrong 
by carrying out this act of Bid'ah! Have you then superseded the companions of 
Muhammad ~ in knowledge?" 
A person named Ma'dad said, "By Allaah! We never intended to perpetrate a 
wrong with this new act, nor have we superseded the companions of Muhammad 
~ in knowledge." Amr bin utba said, "0 Abu Abdur Rahmaan! We seek 
forgiveness fromAllaah." 
Thereupon Hadhrat Abdullaahbin Mas'ood ~ told them, "It is compulsory 
for you to follow the path (of Rasulullaah ~ and the Sahabah ~~) and to 
strictly adhere to it. By AlI2.ah! If you will do so, you will have advanced far ahead 
and if you start swerving to the left and right, you will stray far ofC" (1) 

Another narration states: "The news reached Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~ that a group of people were sitting ip the Masjid between Maghrib and 
Isha ... " The rest of the narration is like the one above. The only difference is in 
the following words: 
"Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said to them, "You people have certainly 
perpetrated a terrible wrong by carrying out this act of Bid'ah, otherwise we the 
companions of Muhammad ~ must have strayed." Arnr bin utba bin, Farqad 
said, "0 Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~! We seek forgiveness from Allaah and we 
repent to Him." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ then ordered them to 
disperse. (2) 


Another narration states that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~. saw 

two groups in the Masjid of Kufa, he stood between the two and asked, ''Which of 

you two was' before the other?" When the one group said that they were first, 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~5 ordered the other group to join them, 

thereby combining the two into one. (3) 


An authentic abridged narration(4) states that Hadhrat Abdu\laah bin Mas'ood 

~~ approached them covering his face and said,"Whoever recognises me will 

have recognised me. As for those who do not recognise me, I a,m Abdullaah bin 

Mas'ood. Are you people more rightly guided than the companions of 

Muhammad ~?" The narrator says that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®~ 


(I) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.4 Pg.381). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar narration from Abu 
Za'raa, stating that it was Musayyib bin Nujbah that reported the gathering to Hadhrat Abduilaah 
bin Mas'ood ~. 

(2) Tabraani. 
(3) Tabraani. Haythami (VoL I Pg.181) has commented on the chain ofnatrators. 
(4) Tabraani. 
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also may have added, "You people are definitely clinging to the tail of deviation." 
Hadhrat Amr Ibn Salamah says that they were sitting at the door of Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®~'s home between Maghrib and Isha when Hadhrat 
Abu Moosa Ash'ari ®~ came to the house and said to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Mas'ood ®)J.,~, "Come with me, 0 Abu Abdur Rahmaan." When Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ came out from the house, he asked, "0 Abu 
Moosa! What brings you here at this hour?" Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~ 
replied, "By AIlaah! The only thing that brings me here is something that I have 
seen which frightens me, yet it seems so good. There is a group sitting in the 
Masjid with a person instructing them to recite 'Subhaanallah' in a particular 
manner and to recite 'AI Hamdu Lillah' in a particular manner." 
Hadhrat Arnr bin Salamah says that they accompanied tIadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Mas'ood ®~ to the Masjid. When he arrived there, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Mas'ood ~ told the people, "You have wandered astray so fast! Even while 
the companions of Muhammad ~ are still alive in your midst, when his wives 
are still young and when his clothing and utensils are still as they were! Count your 
evil deeds, for I stand surety for Allaah that your good deeds will be counted.,,(l) 

The Statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr 
~~~ when his Son sat with a Group who became 

Ecstatic as they Engaged in Dhikr. 
Hadhrat Aaamir who was the son of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubair ~ narrates 
that he once came to his father, who asked him, ''Where have you been?" The son 
replied, "I found a group of people better than whom I have not seen. When they 
engage in Dhikr, one of them trembles and grows ecstatic until he falls 
unconscious out of fear for Allaah. (I am late because) I was Sitting with them." 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr ®,~ instructed his son saying, "Never sit with 
them again!" When he detected that this did not make an impression on his son, 
he added, "I have seen Rasulullaah ~ recite the Qur'aan, and I have seen 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~ and Hadhrat Vmar ~~ also reciting the Qur'aan. 
Nothing like this ever happened to them. Do you think that these people fear 
AIlaah more than Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~ and Hadhrat Vmar ®~?" The son, 
Hadhrat Aamir ®~ says, "I then realised that what he said was true, after 
which I forsook these people." (2) 

Hadhrat Sila bin Haarith ~~ and Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~~Admonish People 

who Related Stories in the Masjid 
Hadhrat Abu Saalih Sa'eed bin Abdur Rahmaan narrates that Anz Nujaybi was 
once standing and relating stories in the Masjid when a Sahabi by the name of 
Hadhrat Sila bin Haarith Ghifaari ~ said to him, "By Allaah! We have 

(1) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (YoU Pg.I81) has commented onthe chain of narrators. 
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (yo1.3 Pg.167). 
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scarcely left Rasulullaah ~'s time and have not even severed ties with our kin, 
yet you and your kind have already stood up in our midst (to perpetrate such acts 
of Bid'ah)." (1) 

Hadhrat Amr bin Zuraarah says, "I was relating stories in the Masjid when 
Hadhrat Abdullaah (bin Mas'ood) ~~ stood up and said, '0 Amr! You have 
started a misleading Bid'ah! Are you more rightly guided than the companions of 
Muhammad ~?' I then saw everyone dispersing from around me until I was 
left all alone." (2) 

Abstaining from Opinions that do not 

Conform to the Qur'aan and Ahadeeth 


Statements of Hadhrat Umar ~~@!i§ in this Regard 
Hadhrat Ibn Shihaab reports that Hadhrat Umar ~~ was standing on the 
pulpit and addressed the people saying, "0 people! Accurate opinions came only 
from Rasulullaah ~~ because Allaah used to guide him. What comes from us 
are but assumptions and pretences." (3) Another narration states that Hadhrat 
Umar ~ then added: 

("A~T:~ oJ.,...) (OJ 1~~;. ~I~~~ ~I ~lJ) 
... and assumptions are absolutely useless against the truth." {Surah 
Najrn, verse 28}(4) 

Hadhrat Sadaqah bin Abu Abdullaah reports that Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab 
~~ used to say, "Those who wish to exercise their personal opinions are 
the enemies of the Sunnah. They are too lazy to learn the Sunnah and it escapes 
their memory even when they do learn it. When questioned, they are too shy to 
admit that they do not know and therefore use their intellect to challenge the 
Sunnah. You should beware of such people." (5) 

Hadhrat Umar ~ also said, "The Sunnah is that which Allaah and His Rasool 
~ have determined. You should never make your mistaken opinion a sunnah.,,(6) 
Another narration from Hadhrat Amr bin Dinaar states that when someone asked 
Hadhrat Umar ~1j5~ whether Allaah guided him in the judgements he passed, 
he replied, "Do not say that! That was a speciality of Rasulullaah ~."(7) 

The Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~@!i§ and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~@!i§ 

in this Regard 
Hadhrat Sha'bi narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, 
(1) 	Tabraani in his Kabeer. reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.lPg.189). 

Bukhaari, Baghawi, Muhammad bin Rabee and Ibn Sakan have reported a similar narration, as 
quoted in Isaabah (Voi.2 Pg.193). 

(2) Tabraani. Haythami (Vo!.l Pg.189) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (Vo!.2 Pg.134). 
(4) Ibn Abi Haatim and Bayhaqi, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal(Vo!.5 Pg.241). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (Vo!.2 Pg.135). 
(6) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (Vo!.2 Pg.135). 
(7) Ibn Mundhir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaa/(Vo!'5 Pg.241). 
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"Beware of asking, What is your opinion? What is your opinion?' because those 
before you were destroyed because they asked, 'What is you opinion? What is you 
opinion?' You should also not judge one thing by another because your feet will 
then slip after being firm. In addition to this, whenever any of you are asked 
about something that he does not know, he should say, 'Allaah knows best,' 
because this constitutes a third of knowledge." (1) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ once said, "Every year is followed by a 

year that is worse. While no year is essentially worse than another, no nation is 
essentially worse than another. However, what will happen is that. when your 
Ulema and righteous ones leav" the world, such people will come about who 
will analyse matters using their personal opinions, because of which they will 
destroy and perforate Islaam," (2) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Pbbaas !ID~ said, "The basis (of Islaam and the 
Shari'ah) is Allaah's Book and the Sunnah of Rasulullaah ~. Whoever says 
anything else based on his personal opinion, I cannot say whether he will find 
this amongst his good deeds or his sins," (3) 

Hadhrat Ataa narrates from his father that when a Sahabi ~ was questioned 
about something, he said, "r am too shy before my Rabb to employ my personal 
opinion in commenting on a matter that affects the Ummah of Muhammad 
~,,,(4) 

The Ijtihaad(5) of the Sahabah ~~~ 
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~~ Tells 

Rasulul!aah ~ that he will Practise ljtihaad 
without Compromising on Diligence 

Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~ narrates that when Rasulullaah ~ sent him 
to Yemen, Rasulullaah ~ asked him, "How will you pass judgement when a 
case comesbeforeyoU?""ISf\all pass judgement by Allaah's Book," Hadhrat Mu'aadh 
!ID~replied. Rasulullaah ~ asked further, "And what if you do not find the 
solution in the Book of Allaah?" "Then," Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~~ said, "I shall 
judge by the Sunnah ofAllaah's Rasool ~." Again Rasulullaah ~ asked, "And 
what if you do not find the solution in the Sunnah of Allaah's Rasool ~?" 
Hadhrat Mu'aadh .~ replied by saying, HI shall then practise Ijtihaad 
without compromising on diligence." Rasulullaah ~ then placed his hand on 
Hadhrat Mu'aadh ~'s chest saying, "All praise belongs to Allaah Who has 
inspired the envoy of Rasulullaah ~ with that which pleases Rasulullaah 

(I) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.! Pg.ISO) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(2) 	Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (Vol.l Pg.lSO) has commented on the chain of narrators. Ibn 

Abdul Birr has reported a similar narration in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.135). 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.136). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.136). 
(5) 	Ijtihaad briefly refers to applying one's mind to the source references of the Shari'ah to extract 

laws that are not explicitly stated. This is, of course, the work of a person whose proficiency in 
lslaamic jurisprudence in unquestionable. 
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fi.,,(l) 

The Concern Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~)j.1~ and 
Hadhrat Umar ~)1~ had for Matters they 

were Unaware of 
Hadhrat Muhammad bin Seereen says, "After Rasulullaah fi there was none 
more concerned about not knowing something than Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~ 
and after Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~ there was none more concerned about not 
knowing something than Hadhrat Umar ~. When Hadhrat Abu Bakr ®.~ 
needed to pass a verdict and could not find a verse of the Qur'aan or a narration 
of Rasulullaah ~ that applied directly to the situation, he would say, 'I shall 
now practise Ijtihaad. Should it be correct, it is from Allaah and if it is wrong, 
it is my error and I seek Allaah's forgiveness for it." (2) 

Hadhrat Umar ~~'s Letter to Hadhrat 

Shurayh in this Regard 


Hadhrat Shurayh narrates that Hadhrat Umar ~ once wrote to him saying, 
"When a matter presents itself before you, pass your verdict according to the 
Book of Allaah. If the matter is not mentioned in the Book of Allaah, pass your 
verdict according to what Rasulullaah ~ directed. If such a matter presents 
itself that is neither in the Book of Allaah, about which RasuluUaah ~. has 
issued no directives, then pass your verdict by that about which the Ulema are 
unanimous. However, if such a matter presents itself that is neither in the Book 
of Allaah, about which Rasulullaah ~ has issued no directives and about 
which no scholar has commented, then you have one of two choices. If you 
prefer to practise Ijtihaad, you may proceed. Otherwise, if you prefer, you may 
desist from doing so. In my opinion, desisting is the best course for you." (3) 

The Statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
:5.l)j.1~ Concerning Ijtihaad 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®l1~ said, ''When any of you has to pass a 
verdict, he should pass his verdict according to the Book of Allaah. If the matter 
is not mentioned in the Book of Allaah, he should pass his verdict as Rasulullaah 
~ had done. If such a matter presents itself that i3 neither in the Book of 
Allaah, about which Rasulullaah ~ has not passed a verdict, then he should 
pass his verdict as the righteous scholars had done. However, if such a matter 
presents itself that is neither in the Book of Allaah and about which neither 

Rasulullaah ~ nor the righteous scholars have passed verdicts, he should 
practise Ijtihaad. He must then be firm on his verdict without being embarrassed 
about it." Another narration adds that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ 
said, "He should then practise Ijtihaad and (when stating his verdict, he must) 
(I) Abu Dawood, Tirrnidhi and Daarrni, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.316). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd and Ibn Abdul Birr in his }aarni, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vo1.5 Pg.241). 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his )aarni (VoL2 Pg.56). 
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never say 'I think .. .' or 'I fear that .. .' because what is Halaal is clear and what is 
Haraam is also clear. Between the two are doubtful matters and you should 
forsake that which gives yOU doubts for that which does not.,,(l) 

The Ijtihaad of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 
§)~~ and Hadhrat Ubay bin Kalb §J.~~ 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abu Yazeed reports that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Abbaas ~ was questioned about anything and the reply was to be found in 
the Qur'aan, he would state what was in the Qur'aan. If it was not found in the 
Qur'aan but Rasulullaah ~ had spoken about it, he would say what 
Rasulullaah ~ said. If it was not found in the Qur'aan and Rasulullaah ~ 
had not spoken about it, but Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~ or Hadhrat Vmar B~ 
had mentioned it, he would say what Hadhrat Abu Batr ~ or Hadhrat 
Vmar ~~ said. However, if it was not found in the Qur'aan and if Rasulullaah 
~, HadhratAbu Bakr ~~ and Hadhrat Vmar ~ had not spoken about 
it, he would practise Ijtihaad." (2) 

Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ said, "When 
we receive corroboration (to an injunction), we would not equate anything else 
to it (and would readily practise it)," (3) 

Hadhrat Masrooq narrates that when· he once questioned Hadhrat Vbay bin Ka'b 
~ about something, Hadhrat Ubay ~ asked, "Has it already happened?" 
When he was informed that it had not happened, he said, "Then grant us respite 
until it happens and then when it does, we will be able to practise Ijtihaad." (4) 

Exercising Caution when Issuing 
Fataawaa and the Sahabah ~~~ who 

used to Issue Fataawaa 
The Statement of Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin 

Abu Layla concerning the Cautiousness of the 


Sahabah~~~ 
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Abu Layla says, "I met a hundred and twenty 
Sahabah~ of Rasulullaah ~ in the Masjid. When any of them narrated a 
Hadith, he wished that his brother (anotherSahabi @~) had done it for him 
and whenever he issued a Fatwaa, he also wished that his brother had done it for 
him."(S) 

(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (V01.2 Pg.57). 
(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanilllm (Va1.2 Pg.57), Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.181) has reported a similar 

narration. 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil lim (Vol.2 Pg.57). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil 11m (Vol.2 Pg.58). 
(5) 	 Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil IlIIi (VoL2 Pg.I63). Ibn Sa'd (Vo\.6 Pg.IIO) has reported a 

similar narration adding that the Sahabah iil=j-;:~ Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Abu Layla met 
were from the Ansaar. 
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Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~, Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~ and Hadhrat 

Umar ~~ in this Regard 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin r:'las'ood ~ said, "It is only a madman who will 
immediately issue a Fatwa for everything he is asked." The same statement has 
been reported from Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~. (1) 

Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~~ said, "It is only one of three persons who would issue 
Fataawaa; a man who knows which verses of the Qur'aan abrogate injunctions of 
Deen and which have been abrogated, a leader who has no alternative and a 
pretentious fooL" (2) 

Hadhrat Ibn Seereen narrates that Hadhrat Umar ~ said to Hadhrat Abu 
Mas'ood Uqba bin Umar ~/ "I was informed thaLyou issue Fataawaa to 
peopler The person blessed with the privileges (ofleadership) should also bear its 
burden (of issuing Fataawaa)." (3) Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar 
~ also added, "And you are not a governor (so you need not issue 
FataaWaa).,,(4) 

The Cautiousness of Hadhrat Zaid bin Arqam and 
Hadhrat Baraa ~~ in this Regard 

Hadhrat Abu Minhaal says, ''When I questioned Hadhrat Zaid bin Arqam ~ 


and Hadhrat Baraa ~ about selling gold and silver, each one of them told 

me to as)r the other, saying, 'He is better than me and has more knowledge.''' 

The narration goes on further to discuss trading in gold and silver. (5) 

Hadhrat Abu Husayn says, "Everyone now issues Fataawaa on matters that had 

they been posed to Hadhrat Umar ~/ he would have gathered all the 

veterans of Badr (to consult with before issuing a Fatwaa)." (6) 


Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~, Hadhrat Umar ~~,. 
Hadhrat Uthmaan .~~ and Hadhrat Abdur 

Rahmaan bin Auf ~~ Issue Fataawaa During 
the Time of Rasulullaah ~ 

When Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~,~ was asked who used to issue 
Fataawaa during the time of Rasulullaah ~, he replied, "Abu Bakr ~ and 
Umar ~. I do not know of anyone else." (7) 
Hadhrat Qaasim bin Muhammad says that Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~/ Hadhrat 
(1) 	Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil 11m (Vol.2 Pg.I65). Tabraani has reported a similar narration 

from Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by 
Haythami (VoU Pg.183). 

(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil JIm (Vol.2 Pg.166). 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil 11m (VoL2 Pg.166). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.2 Pg.143). 
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (VoL2 Pg.166). 
(6) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in IGlnzui Ummaai (Vo\.5 Pg.24I). 
(7) Ibn Sa'd (Vo\'4 Pg.151). 
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Umar ~, Hadhrat Uthmaan D~ and· Hadhrat Ali ~ used to issue 
Fataawaa during the time of Rasulullaah ~. (1) 
Hadhrat Fudhayl bin Abu Abdullaah bin Dinaar narrates from his father that 
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf ®~, Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~, Hadhrat 
Umar ®~ and Hadhrat uthmaan ~ were amongst those who issued 
Fataawaa during the time of Rasulullaah ~ according to what they heard from 
Rasulullaah ~,<2) 

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ®U&~ Tells the People 
not to ask him Anything While Hadhrat Abdullaah 

bin Mas'ood ®U&~ is Alive 
Hadhrat Abu Attiyya Hamdaani reports that he was once sitting with Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood D~ when a person carne to ask him a question. "Have 
you asked anyone else?" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ enquired. "Yes," 
the man replied, til have asked Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~" The ma'1 then 
informed Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood D~ about Hadhrat Abu Moosa 
Ash'ari ®u..~'s reply. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood D~ gave a reply that 
contradicted that of Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~ and then left. (When this 
was brought to the attention of Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ®~,) He said, "Do 
not ask me about anything when this great scholar is in your midst." (3) 

Those Who Issued Fataawaa during the Time of 

Rasulullaah ~ and the Time of the Khulafaa 


Raashideen 

Hadhrat Sahl bin Abu Khaythamah reports that during the time of Rasulullaah 
~, three Sahabah ~ from the Muhaajireen and three Sahabah ~ 
from the Ansaar were authorised to issue Fataawaa. They were Hadhrat Umar 
~, Hadhrat uthmaan ~, Hadhrat Ali ~ (from the Muhaajireen) 
and Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b ~~, Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~ and 
Hadhrat laid bin Thaabit ~~ (from the Ansaar). (4) . 

Hadhrat Masrooq reports that from amongst the Sahabah ~~ of Rasulullaah 
~, those who issued Fataawaa were Hadhrat Umar ~~, Hadhrat Ali 
~~, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~, Hadhrat laid (bin Thaabit) 
®~, Hadhrat ubay bin Ka'b ~ and Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ®,~.(5) 
Hadhrat Qabeesah bin Duayb bin Halhala reports, "During the time of Hadhrat 
U:nar ®.~, Hadhrat laid bin Thaabit ®.~ remained the chief authority of 
the judiciary of Madinah, as well as the chief authority of issuing Fataawaa, 
Qiraa'ah and dissolution of estates. He maintained this position during the time 

(I) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.ISl). 
(2) 	Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.157). Ibn Asaakir has reported a similar narration, as quoted in Muntakhab 

Kanzu/ ummaa/(Vo\.5 Pg.77). 
(3) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.160). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar narration in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.1291. 

(41 Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.167), 

(5) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.I68). 
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of Hadhrat Uthmaan ~~ and for as long as Hadhrat Ali ~~ remained in 

Madinah (as Khalifah before moving the capital to Kufa). Thereafter, he kept the 

post for a further five years until Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ~~ became the Khalifah 

in the year 40 A.H. Even after this, he remained instated in the position untii I-)e 

passed away in theyear 45 A.H." (I) 


Hadhrat Ataa bin Yasaar reports that both Hadhrat Umar ~ and Hadhrat 

Uthmaan ~~ used to call for Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ (to 

consult with) and would also consuft with the veterans of the Battle of Badr. Until 

the day he passed away, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ used to issue 

Fataawaa during the time of Hadhrat Umar ~ and Hadhrat Uthmaan 

~~.(2) 


Hadhrat Ziyaad bin Meenaa narrates that amongst those Sahabah ~~ who 

issued Fataawaa and narrated Ahadeeth in Madinah were Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 

Abbaas ~, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~~, Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri 

~, Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~, Hadhrat Abdullaah Amr bin Al Aas 

~, Hadhrat Jaabir bin Abdullaah ~~, Hadhrat Raafi bin Khudayj ~, 


Hadhrat Salamah bin Akwa ~~, Hadhrat Abu Waaqid Laythi ~ and 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Buhaynah ~~. This they continued doing from the 

time Hadhrat Uthmaan ~~ passed away until their deaths. Amongst them, 

the ones who issued the bulk of the Fataawaa were Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 

Abbaas ~, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~, Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri 

~, Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~ and Hadhrat Jaabir bin AbduIlaah 

~):l.,~.(3) 


Hadhrat Qaasim relates, "During the Khilaafah of Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~, 


Hadhrat Umar ~, Hadhrat Uthmaan ~~ and until the time she passed 

away (may Allaah shower his mercy on her),(my aunt) Hadhrat Aa'isha ~ 


used to issue Fataawaa by herself. I used to stay with her and she showed 

extreme affection towards me." (4) 


The Knowledge of the Sahabah ~~~ 
The Statement of Hadhrat Abu Dharr ~~ 

concerning the Vast Knowledge of the 
Sahabah~~ 

Hadhrat Abu Dharr ~~ said, "Rasulullaah ~ left us with so much 
knowledge that even when a bird fluttered its wings in the sky, it would remind 
us of something he had taught us." (5) 

Another narration adds that Rasulullaah ~ said, "Everything that draws one 
closer to Jannah and that takes one further from Jahannam has been explained to 

(I) Ibn Sa'J (VolA Pg.175). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.181). 
(3) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.187). 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.189). 
(5) Ahmad. 
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you (Sahabah ~.~).,,(l) 

The Narration of Hadhrat Amr bin AI Aas ~~ 
about what he Memorised from Rasulullaah ~ 

and the Narration of Hadhrat Aa'isha ~~ about 
the Knowledge of Hadhrat Abu Bakr OO~ 

Hadhrat Arnr bin Al Aas ~~ says, "I have learnt a thousand similitudes from 
Rasulullaah ~."(2) 
In a lengthy narration, Hadhrat Aa'isha ~~ says, "Whenever they (the 
Sahabah ~) disagreed about anything, my father (Hadhrat Abu Bakr 
~) would come forth with a Hadith that would satisfy them all and settle the 
dispute. Therefore, when it was asked where Rasulullaah ~ was to be buried, 
no one could be found who had any relevant knowledge. It was then that 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~ said, 'I heard Rasulullaah ~ say, 'Whenever a Nabi 
~;:¥: passed away, he was buried beneath the place he lay at the time he 
passed away.' Similarly, when the Sahabah ~ posed divergent opinions 
about the inheritance of Rasulullaah ~, they could find none with relevant 
knowledge. Again it was Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~~ who said, 'I heard Rasulullaah 
~ say, 'We the assembly of Ambiyaa do not leave behind any inheritance. 
Everything we leave behind is donated as sadaqah.,.,(3) 

The Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~ and Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~ About the 

Knowledge of Hadhrat Umar ~ 
Hadhrat Abu Waa'il narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ said, "If 
the knowledge of Umar ~~ was placed on one pan of a scale and the 
knowledge of all on earth was placed on the other, the knowledge of Umar 
~.~ would outweigh the rest." Hadhrat A'mash says, "I found it difficult to 
accept this, so I mentioned it to Ibraheem, who said, 'Why do you find this 
difficult to accept when I can swear by Alla~h that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Mas'ood ~~ said something even more profound than this. He said, lIn my 
estimation, nine tenths of knowledge left the world with the demise of Umar 
~~.m(4) 

In a lengthy narration concerning the demise of Hadhrat umar ~, Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ stated, "From all of us, it was Umar ~~ who 
possessed the most knowledge about Allaah, who recited the Book of Allaah the 

(I) 	Tabraani. Tabraani has reported a narration similar to that of Ahmad from Hadhrat Abu Dardaa 
~, which is reported from reliable sources, as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.8 Pg.264). Ibn Sa'd 
(VolA Pg. 170) has also reported a similar narration. 

(2) Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vo1.8 Pg.264). 
(3) Baghawi, Ibn Asaakir and others, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Val. 4 Pg.346). 
(4) Tabraani. Haythami (Va\.9 Pg.69) has commented on the chain of narrators. Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.l53) 

has reported a similar narration. 
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most and who had the deepest understanding of Allaah's Deen." (1) 


Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~~ said, "In comparison to the knowledge of Umar 

~!1'WE6, the knowledge of all other people seems like it could be buried in a little 

hole.,,(2) 


A man from Madinah said, "when I was presented before Hadhrat Umar bin 

Khattaab ~~, learned scholars appeared to be little children before him. His 

understanding and knowledge towered above theirs." (3) 


Rasulullaah ~ Declares that Hadhrat Ali ~~ 
was the most learned of the Sahabah ~~ and 

the statement of Hadhrat Ali ~~ about his 
Knowledge of the Qur'aan 

Hadhrat Abu Is'haaq narrates that when Rasulullaah ~ got Hadhrat Ali ~~ 
married to Hadhrat Faatima ~~, she said to Rasulullaah ~, "You have 
married me to a man whose eyesight is Weak and whose stomach is big." 
RasuluUaah ~ responded by saying, "I have married you to him because from 
all my companions, he was the first to accept Islaam, he has the most knowledge 
and is the most tolerant." (4) 
Another narration states that Rasulullaah ~ said to Hadhrat Faatima ~, 
"Are you not pleased that I have married you to the person wh() was the first of 
my Ummah to accept Islaam, is the one with the most knowledge and is the most 
tolerant?" (5) 

Hadhrat Ali ~~ once said, "By Allaah! I know precisely about what every verse 
of the Qur'aan was revealed, where it was revealed and concerning whom it was 
revealed. My Rabb has blessed me with a perceptive heart and an eloquent 
tongue." (6) 

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib reports that Hadhrat Vmar ~ used to seek 
Allaah's protection against any intricate problem which had to be resolved 
without the help of Hadhrat Ali ~:(7) 

The Knowledge of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Id ~'I1":::'~I·r·/M asoo ~,\al~ 

Hadhrat Masrooq narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ said, "I 
know the precise circumstances surrounding the :::evelation of every chapter of 
the Qur'aan. If I knew of a person more knowledgeal',e than myself, I would 
certainly go to him if a camel or any other conveyance could take me to him." 
Hadhrat Masrooq says, "I sat in the company of many Sahabah ~ of 

(1) Tabraani, as quoted in Majma'uz zawaa'id (Vo1.9 Pg.69). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.153). 
(3) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.153). 
(4) Tabraani. Haythami (Vo1.9 Pg.l 02) has commented on the chain of .larrators. 
(5) Tabraani and Ahmad. Haythami (V01.9 Pg.l 01) has commentedon the chall' ;)f narrators. 
(6) Ibn sa'd (VolA Pg.154). 
(7) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.156). 
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Muhammad ~ and found them to be like dams. While some dams may quench 
the thirst of one man, others may quench the thirst of two men, others the thirst 
of ten and others will quench the thirst of a hundred men. Then there are oceans 
that can cater for all the people on earth if they had to settle there. I found 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ to be such an ocean." (1) 

Hadhrat Zaid bin Wahab narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~.~ 
arrived one day at a place where Hadhrat vmar ~ was sitting. When he saw 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ approach, Hadhrat Umar ~~ said, 
"He is a coffer filled to the brim with the knowledge and understanding of 
Deen." 
Hadhrat Asad bin Wadaa'ah reports that Hadhrat Umar ~ once made 
mention of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ saying, "He is a coffer filled to 
the brim with knowledge. I however had to give preference to the people of 
Qaadisiyyah over myself concerning him (by sending him to teach them rather 
than keeping him behind with me in Madinah)." (2) 

The Statement of Hadhrat Ali ~~~ concerning 
his Knowledge and the Knowledge of Hadhrat 

Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~, Hadhrat Abu Moosa 
Ash ' .arl ~'t\-;"'.'~\t::;:~,\,a)~, H dhr t Ammaar j:<;'I1-;',~,\,a)~,.... \"·" H dhr t aa a a 
Hudhayfah ~~~ and Hadhrat Salmaan ~~~ 

Hadhrat Abul Bakhtari narrates that they once approached Hadhrat Ali ~l1~ 
with the request to inform them about the Sahabah ~~ of Rasulullaah ~. 
''Which of them would you like to know about?" Hadhrat Ali ~,~ asked. "Tell 
us about Hadhrat Abdullaahbin Mas'ood ~~," they replied. Hadhrat Ali 
~l1~ said, "He learnt the Qur'aan and the Sunnah and reached the apex of 
knowledge. This is sufficient for you to gauge the extent of his knowledge." "Tell 
us about Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~Uo1~," they asked next. Hadhrat Ali 
~ said, "He had been thoroughly'dyed in knowledge before coming out of 
the dye." The men asked further, "Then tell us about Hadhrat Ammaar bin Yaasir 
~~." Hadhrat Ali ~ said, "He is a Mu'min who remembers well after 
being reminded about something he had forgotten." 
"Now tell us about Hadhrat Hudhayfah~~," they asked. Hadhrat Ali ~.~'s 
reply was: "of all the Sahabah ~~, he best knew who' the Munaafiqeen were." 
When they asked about Hadhrat Abu Dharr ~~, Hadhrat Ali ~l1~ said, "He 
acquired a substantial amount of knowledge but was unable to disseminate .it." 
The men further asked, "Tell us about Hadhrat Salmaan ~." Hadhrat Ali 
~ said, "He acquired the knowledge of the previous Ambiyaa as well as the 
knowledge of the final Nabi ~11i. He is an ocean whose bottom cannot be 
reached and he is also one of us, the household of Rasulullaah ~." "0 Ameerul 
Mu'mineenl" the men then asked, "Now tell us about yourself." Hadhrat Ali 
(1) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg, 159). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.161). 
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~,~ said, "It was this that you had intended asking from the outset! Whenever 
I asked (Rasulullaah ~) anything, I would receive a reply and whenever I 
remained silent. I would be informed," (I) 

The statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~ Concerning the Knowledge of Hadhrat 

Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~~~ 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, "Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~ is 
certainly an Ummah who was Qaanit and Haneef(one inclined towards the truth 
and averse to all false creeds). He is (definitely) not from the Mushrikeen." The 
narrator says, "I thought that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ had 
perhaps made an error because Allaah says in the Qur'aan: 

j, ~~ ,""G 0 ~~"J"i ~1:... ~;JJ j, I~~i;' JJ ~U Ci ~tS- ~I~I ~I)
,. ... ,.~ ~~'" 	 1..1." ,. "" '" .,,-J .... ,. 

_ (~ >; > " ; I J I ;; J I; > 
(\".~I:J='Uo)J"") ¥~j,~ '11.u;.lAJ~1

~ .. , "" 1$,. ... 

Ibraheem ~'# was certainly an ummah who was Qaanit and Haneef 
(one inclined towards the truth and averse to aJJ false creeds). He was 
(definitely) not from the Mushrikeen, {surah Nahl. verse 120-l21} 

However, when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ repeated his words to 
me, I knew that he meant what he was saying. I therefore remained silent He 
then asked, 'Do you know what the meaning of 'Ummah'and 'Qaanit'is?' When I 
submitted that Allaah knows best, he explained, 'Ummah (in this context) refers 
to a person who teaches people good things and 'Qaanit'refers to a person who 
obeys Allaah and His Rasool ~, That is exactly how Mu'aadh bin Jabal ®.~ 
was. He taught people everything that was good and was obedient to Allaah and 
to Allaah's Rasool ~,"'(2) 

Statements of Hadhrat Masrooq Concerning the 

Knowledge of the Sahabah ~~ 


Hadhrat Masrooq says, "I examined the Sahabah ~ carefully and found that 
all their knowledge could be found in six of them; namely Hadhrat Umar ~~~, 
Hadhrat Ali ~~, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~, Hadhrat Mu'aadh 
bin Jabal ~~, Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ~ and Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit 
~. After closely examining these six, I discovered that all their knowledge 
could be found in Hadhrat Ali ~,~ and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~,,,(3) 

Hadhrat Masrooq also said, 'When I arrived in Madinah and enquired about the 
Sahabah ~, I discovered that amongst those with the most profound 
knowledge was Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit ~.,,(4) 

(1) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg,162). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.165). 
(3) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.I67). 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.176). 
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The Knowledge of Hadh,rat Abdullaah 

bin Abbaas g}!J5~ 


Hadhrat Masrooq reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®,~ once said, 
"If Abdullaah bin Abbaas 9~ were our age, none of us would be able to equal 
even a tenth of his knowledge." Another narration adds that Hadhrat Abdullaah 
bin Mas'ood ~~ said, "Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ is an excellent 
commentator of the Qur'aan." (1) 

Hadhrat Mujaahid reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~);.~ used to be 
caBed an ocean because of the great amount of knowledge he possessed. (2) 

Hadhrat Layth bin Abu Sulaym says that he once said to Hadhrat Tawoos, "Why 
have you attached yourself to this youngster (Hadhrat Abdullaahbin Abbaas 
~) instead o.f the senior Sahabah l®):i.,~ of Rasulullaah ~?" Hadhrat 
Tawoos replied, "I have seen seventy Sahabah ~~ who favoured the opinion 
of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ whenever a difference of opinion arose 
in any matter." (3) 

Hadhrat Aamir the son of Hadhrat· Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas ~ reports that his 
father said, "I have never seen as quick-witted, as intelligent, as knowledgeable 
and as tolerant as Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~. I saw that when an intricate 
problem arose, Umar bin Khattaab ~ would call for him and say, 'Be 
prepared! A most complicated problem is coming your way.' Umar ~ would 
then accept his opinion on the matter even though he would be surrounded by 
veterans of the Battle of Badr'both from the Muhaajireen and the Ansaar." (4) 
Hadhrat Abu Zinaad narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ was 
suffering from high fever when Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ~ came to visit 
him. Hadhrat Umar ~ said, "Your illness has certainly posed a great 
obstacle to us. Nevertheless it is only from Allaah that we seek help." (5) 
Hadhrat Talha bin ubayduUaah ~~ said, "Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®~ has 
been blessed with deep understanding, intelligence and tremendous knowledge. 
I have not seen Umar bin Khattaab ~ give precedence to any other person's 
opinion over his." (6) 
Hadhrat Muhammad the son of Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b 9~ says that Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ was once present when Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b 
9~ stood up and said, "This youth will soon become the most learned 
scholar of this Ummah. Together with being blessed with intelligence and deep 
understanding, Rasulullaah ~ also prayed to Allaahto grant him a sound 
understanding of Deen." (7) 
Hadhrat Tawoos says, "HadhratAbdullaah bin Abbaas ~ towered above 

(I) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.181). 
(2) Ibn Said (VolA Pg.181). 
(3) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.18I). 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.183). 
(5) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.185). 
(6) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.185). 
(7) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.IB5). 
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others in knowledge just as a tall palm tree towers above shorter ones." (1) 

Hadhrat Abu waa'il says, "A friend and I performed Hajj at a time when Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ was the Ameer of Hajj. When he started reciting 
Surah Noor and commenting on it, my friend remarked, 'Oh Subhaanallaahl what 
great knowledge is emerging from this man's head! Even the Turks would accept 
Islaam if they had to hear this.'" Another narration adds that Hadhrat Abu Waa'il 
himself said, "I have never seen or heard anyone speak as he does: Even the 
Persians and Romans would accept Islaam if they heqrd him." (2) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ relates, "When I went to Umar bin 
Khattaab ®)Z~ one day, he asked me a question that Ya'la bin umayyah ~~ 
had written to him about from yemen. After I had given him the answer, Umar 
®)J.1~ remarked, 'I testify that you are certainly most eligible to speak on behalf 
of Rasulullaah ~'S household.",(3} 
Hadhrat Ataa says, "While some people used to approach Hadhrat Abdullaah bin 
Abbaas ~ to ask about poetry, others went to him to ask about ancestry and 
there were still others who referred to him to ask about the battles that the Arabs 
fought and about their history. He was able to give each group of people due 
attention and gave them detailed replies to their satisfaction." (4) 
Hadhrat Ubadullaah bin Abdullaah bin Utba says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 
~~ surpassed all other people in his qualities. He excelled others in his 
knowledge of past events, in the deep understanding with which he gave his 
opinion to people who consulted with him, in his level of tolerance and in his 
immense magnanimity. None knew the Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah ~ and the 
verdicts of Hadhrat Abu Bakr ~, Hadhrat Umar ~ and Hadhrat 
Uthmaan ~ better than he. None gave opinions as deeply thought oLas he 
and there was also none who better knew poetry and Arabic as he did. In 
addition to all of this, his knowledge was also most profound in the commentary 
of the Qur'aan, in mathematics and in the laws of inheritance. I have also not 
seen anyone else as knowledgeable about the past events as he was, nor anyone 
who gave an opinion more dependable than his when people are most in need of 
one. Sometimes he would sit all day discussing nothing besides fiqh, while on 
other days, he would discuss nothing besides the commentary of the Qur'aan. 
Then there were days when he sat and discussed only the battles of Rasulullaah 
~, while on other days, he discussed only poetry or only the history of the 
Arabs. I have never seen any scholar sit before him without surrendering himself 
to him. I h,ave also seen no one asking him a question without receiving the 
relevant information from him." (5) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®~~ says, "I uSt:d to remain close to the senior 
Muhaajireen and Ansaar Sahabah i@)J.1~ and ask them about the battles 

(I) Ibn Sa'd {Vol.4 Pg.185}. 

{2l Haakim (Vo\.3 Pg.537). 

(3) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg,184). 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.182). 
(5) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.183). 
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Rasulullaah ~ fought and the revelation that pertained to them. Whenever I 
went to anyone of them, they became overjoyed because I am related to 
Rasulullaah ~. Hadhrat ubay bin Ka'b ~ was one of the Sahabah ~ 
with the soundest knowledge. When I asked him one day about the Surahs that 
were revealed in Madinah, he informed me that twenty-seven Surahs were 
revealed in Madinah and all the rest in Makkah." (1) 

Hadhrat Ikrama says, "I heard Hadhrat Amr bin Al Aas ~ say, 'From all of us, 
it is Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ who has the most knowledge of the previous 
scriptures and also understands best those matters that the Qur'aan and 
Ahadeeth are not explicit about.' When I informed Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 
~ about what Hadhrat Amr bin Al Aas ~~ had said, he remarked, 'He 
himself has tremendous knowledge because he useE! to ask Rasulullaah ~ 
about matters that were Halaal and Haraam. III (2) 

Hadhrat Aa'isha ~ was once looking at a group of people gathered around 
Hadhrat AbduUuah bin Abbaas ~~ during the days of Hajj, asking him about 
the rites ofHajj. She remarked, "Of those (Sahabah ~) still alive, he knows 
the rites of Hajj best." (3) 

WHAT PEOPLE SAID AT THE DEMISE OF HADHRAT 
ABDULLAAH BIN ABBAAS ~~ 

When the news of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~)1~'s death reached Hadhrat 
Jaabir ~.~, he hit his one hand on the other and said, "The most 
knowledgeable and most tolerant of all people has passed away. By his demise, 
this Ummah has been afflicted with a calamity that can never be redressed." (4) 
Upon the demise of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~.~, Hadhrat Raafi bin 
Khudayj ~ remarked, "All the people between the East and the West were 
dependent on the one who has passed away today for their knowledge." (5) 
Hadhrat Abu Kulthoom narrates that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~~ 
was buried, Hadhrat Ibn Hanafiyyah said, "Today the sage of this Ummah has 
passed away." (6) 

The Knowledge of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 

~)J&~, Hadhrat Ubaadah ~~, Hadhrat 


Shaddaad bin Aws ~~ and Hadhrat 

Abu Sa'eed Khudri ~)J&~ 


Hadhrat Amr bin Dinaar says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ~ was regarded 
as one of the young Fuqahaa." (7) 

(I) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.186). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.186). 
(3) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.184). 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (Voi.4 Pg.187). 
(5) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.183). 
(6) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.183). 
(7) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.187). 
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Hadhrat Khaalid bin Ma'daan says, "From amongst the Sahabah ~~ of 
Rasulullaah ~, there are none left in Shaam whose knowledge is more 
dependable, who have a deeper understanding and who are more beloved to the 
people than Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit ~and Hadhrat Shaddaad bin Aws 
~."(I) 

Hadhrat Handhla bin SufYaan reports from his teachers that none had a better 
understanding of the Deen than Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri ®):l.1~.,,(2) 

The Knowledge of Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~~ 
Hadhrat Abu Za'eeza'a who was Marwaan bin Hakam's scribe reports, "Manvaan 
once summoned Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~ and, seating me behind his chair, 
he started questioning Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~ as I wrote everything down. 
After a complete year had passed, Marwaan again sent for Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah 
~~ and, seating him behind a screen, started asking him the same questions. 
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~~ replied to the questions just as he did the 
previous year without adding, deleting or even misplacing a single word." (3) 

The Knowledge of Ummul Mu'mineen Hadhrat 
Aa'isha \I®~~ 

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ~ says, "Whenever the Sahabah ~ of 
Rasulullaah ~ had doubts about anything, they referred it to Hadhrat Aa'isha 
~ and always found the answer with heL" (4) 

Hadhrat Qabeesah bin Dhuwayb says, "Hadhrat Aa'isha ti;;6~~ was one of the 
most knowledgeable personalities and even the senior Sahabah @~ of 
Rasulullaah ~ consulted with her." (5) 
Hadhrat Abu Salamah says, "I have not seen anyone with more knowledge of the 
Sunnah practices of Rasulullaah ~ than Hadhrat Aa'isha ~. I have also 
not seen anyone offer a better opinion when an opinion was sought and seer: no 
one with more knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the revelation of any 
verse or with more knowledge of the laws of inheritance." (6) 
When someone asked Hadhrat Masrooq whether Hadhrat Aa'isha ~~ was 
proficient in the laws of inheritance, he replied, "I swear by the Being Who 
controls my life that she certainly was! In fact, I saw the senior Sahabah ~~ 
of Rasulullaah ~ ask her about inheritance." (7) 

Hadhrat Mahmood bin Labeed says, "Although all the pure wives of Rasulullaah 
~ knew many Ahadeeth, none knew as much as Hadhrat Aa'isha ~~ and 
Hadhrat Ummu Salamah ~. In fact, Hadhrat Aa'isha ~~~ used to issue 

(I) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.188). 
(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.188). 
(3) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.510), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. 
(4) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.189). 
(5) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.189). 
(6) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.189). 

(7) 	Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg.189). Tabraani has reported a similar narration from r-:liable sources as 
confirmed by Haythami (VoL9 Pg.242). 
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Fataawaa during the period of Hadhrat Umar ®~ and Hadhrat Uthmaan 
~. This she continued doing until she passed away. May Allaah shower His 
mercy on her. Senior Sahabah ~ of Rasulullaah ~ such as Hadhrat Umar 
~ and Hadhrat uthmaan ®~ after him used to send messengers to her 
to ask about Sunnah practices." (1) 

Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ~ said, "I have never seen a speaker as well-spoken, as 
eloquent and as itUelligent as Aa'isha ~~.,,(2) 
Hadhrat Urwa ®~ says, "I have not seen a woman as knowledgeable in 
medicine, Fiqh and poetry as Hadhrat Aa'isha ~." (3) 

Hadhrat Urwa ®1J.,~ once said to (his aunt) Hadhrat Aa'isha ~, "I am more 
astonished about you the more I think about yoU1 When I find you to be one of 
those most proficient in Islaamic jurisprudence, I ask myself what was there to 
prevent you from being such when you were the wife of Rasulullaah ~ and the 
daughter of Abu Bakr ~? Then when I find you to be one· of those most 
knowledgeable about the history of the Arabs and about their lineage and poetry, 
I ask myself what was there to prevent you from being such when your father 
knew most about the Quraysh? However, what surprises me is that I also find 
you to be most proficient in medicine. Where did you learn this from?" Hadhrat 
Aa'isha ~ he1tl Hadhrat Urwa ®)J5~'s hand and said, 'When Rasulullaah 
~'s illness worsened, Arab and non-Arab physicians sent (many medicines and 
prescriptions) for him, from which I learnt medicine." (4) Another narration states 
that she said, "When I used these to treat Rasulullaah ~, I learnt all about 
it.,,(5) 

Those Ulema who are Attached to Allaah 
and those Who are Evil 

The Statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~ in this Regard 

Hadhrat AbduHaah bin Mas'ood ®,~~ once said to his students, "Be people who 
are the fountainheads of knowledge, who are beacons of guidance, who spend 
most of the time at home, who are lanterns of the night, whose hearts remain 
fresh and young and who wear old clothes. In this manner, you will be known to 
the inhabitants of the heavens while remaining anonymous to the inhabitants of 
earth." (6) A similar narration from Hadhrat Ali ®)J5~ states, "In this manner, 
you will be known to the inhabitants of the heavens while the inhabitants of 
earth will raVe about you," (7) 

(1) Ibn Sa'd (VolA Pg,189). 
(2) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (vo1.9 Pg.243). 
(3) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vo1.9 Pg.242). 
(4) Bazzaar, Ahmad and Tabraani in his Kabeer and Awsat. 
(5) Ahmad. Haythami (VoL9 Pg.242) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(6) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol I. Pg.126) 
(7) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (VaLl Pg.77). 
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The Statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 

®~~ Concerning the Ulema who are 


attached to Allaah 

Hadhrat Wahab bin Munabbih narrates that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 
®.\i,,~ was informed that some people were debating about predestination at 
Baab13ani Sahm, he quickly got up and, handing his staff over to Hadhrat 
Ikrama, he placed one hand on the staff and the other on Hadhrat Tawoos. When 
he reached the group, they mage way for him and welcomed him. 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®.~ however did not sit down and asked them 
to inform him of their lineage so that he may recognise who they were. When 
they did so, he addressed them saying, "Do you not know that Allaah has 
servants whom fear for Him has driven them to silence even though they are 
neither handicapped nor dumb? On the contrary, they are people who are Ulema, 
orators 4!ld people of high status. Theyare well acquainted with the way Allaah 
deals with sinners but whenever they think of the greatness of Allaah, they lose 
their minds, their hearts are torn apart and their tongues stop functioning. When 
they recover from this state, they hasten to perform good deeds that will purify 
them. While they regard themselves as people who neglect their duties to Allaah, 
they are really the intelligent ones with the most strength (to do good). Although 
they regard themselves as wrong-doers and sinners, they are really righteous and 
innocent. What distinguishes them is they never regard anything as being too 
much to do for Allaah, they ar~ never satisfied to do only a little for Him and they 
are never too proud of the deeds they do for Him. Wherever you meet them, they 
will be filled with concern, in awe of Allaah and ever fearing (that they should not 
displease) Him." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ then left and returned to 
his gathering. (1) 

Statements of Hadhrat Abdpllaah bin Mas'ood 
~~ and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®,~~ 

Concerning Evil Ulema 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, "If the men of knowledge would 
safeguard their knowledge and give it only to those who are worthy, they. would 
lead the people of their times. However, they have handed it over to men of this 
world only to receive a portion of the world and have therefore fallen in the eyes 
of these people. I have heard Rasulullaah ~ say, 'Whoever narrows all his 
worries to the one worry for the Aakhirah, ABaah will take care of all his other 
worries. On the other hand, whoever has been confounded by the worries of this 
world, Allaah cares not in which valley he destroys himself." (2) 

Hadhrat Sufyaan bin Uyaynah reports that Hadhra+ Abdullaah bin Abbaas ~ 
said, "If the bearers of knowledge uphold it as it ought to be upheld and in a 
(I) Abu Nu'aym in his HjJya (Vol. I Pg.325). 
(2) 	Ibn Asaakir. as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ (Vol.5 Pg.2431. Ibn Abdul Birr has reported a similar 

narration in his Jaami (Vol.J Pg.187). 
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befitting manner, Allaah, His angels and the pious ones will love them. In 
addition to this,people will stand in awe of them. However, they seek the wealth 
of this world with their knowledge, because of which Allaah detests them and 
they have no status in the eyes of the people." (I) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~~ said, "What will happen to you when 
such a calamity overtakes you because of which your youngsters start to age, 
your elders grow older and such practices are regarded as being Sunnah that 
when an attempt is made to change them, people will say (about the act is 
truly Sunnah), 'This is something very strange!'" When someone asked Hadhrat 
AbdulJaah bin Mas'ood ~~ when such a time would come, he replied, "When 
the trustworthy ones amongst you will be few while your leaders will be plenty, 
when the Fuqahaa amongst you will be few while those reciting the Qur'aan will 
be plenty, when the knowledge of Oeen will be sought for motives other than the 
benefit of Oeen and when worldly gain will be the motivation behind carrying out 
acts of the Aakhirah." 
Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ said, ''When 
a fabricated Sunnah becomes such a norm in society, when an effort is made to 
change it, people will say, 'The Sunnah has been changed!'" the narration also 
adds that the time will be "when your Fuqahaa will be few and your leaders will 
hoard wealth." (2) 

The statements of Hadhrat Abu Dharr ®~~, 
Hadhrat Ka'b ®lt~ and Hadhrat Ali ®~~ 

Concerning Acquiring the Knowledge of Deen 
for worldly Motives 

Hadhrat Abu oharr ~ said, "You should understand well that these 
Ahadeeth ought to be learnt solely for the pleasure of Allaah. When a person 
learns them solely for worldly gain, he will not even smell the fragrance of 
Jannah. (3) " 

Hadhrat Vmar ~ once asked Hadhrat Ka'b (who was learned in the previous 
scriptures), 'What can remove knowledge from the hearts of Vlema after they 
have studied and memorised it?" Hadhrat Ka'b replied, "It will be greed and 
asking people for one's needs that will remove it." (4) 

When Hadhrat Ali ~~ once spoke about certain tribulations that will occur 
towards the end of time, Hadhrat Vmar ~ asked, 'When will this occur, 0 
Alr~" Hadhrat Ali ~ replied, "When the knowledge of Oeen will be sought for 
motives other than the benefit of Oeen, when knowledge will be sought for 
reasons other than to practise and when worldly gain will be the motivation 
behind carrying out acts of the Aakhirah." (5) 

(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (VoU Pg.188), 
(2) 	Abdur Razzaaq. as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (VoU Pg.82). Ibn Abdul Birr has reported a 

similar narration in his Jaami (Vol.! Pg.188). 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (VoU Pg.187). 
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.6). 
(5) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (VoL 1 Pg.82). 
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What Hadhrat Umar ~~~ Feared for the Ummah 
from Evil Ulema 


Hadhrat Umar ~):l.1~ once addressed the people saying, "I fear two people for 
you, the person who misinterprets the Qur'aan and a person who is vying with 
his brother for kingdom." (I) 

Hadhrat Hasan narrates that when a delegation from Basrah that included 
Hadhrat Ahnaf bin Qais ~)l.~ carne to Hadhrat Umar ~~, he granted them 
all leave, eycept for HadhratAhnaf~, whom he kept back for an entire year. 
Thereafter, Hadhrat Umar ~~ said to Hadhrat Ahnaf~, "Do you know 
why I kept you back? Rasulullaah ~ warned us against well-spoken hypocrites 
and I feared that you should not be one. Inshaa Allaah, (I am now confident that) 
you are not one of them." (2) 

Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan Nahdi reports that he heard Hadhrat Umar ~ say 
from the pulpit, "Beware of the hypocritical Aalim." "How will a hypocrite 
become an Aalim?" the people asked. Hadhrat Umar ~ replied, liRe will be a 
person who speaks what is right but then does what is wrong." (3) 

Hadhrat Umar ~ also said, ''We always maintained that the one to destroy 
this Ummah will be a hypocrite with an educated tongue." (4) 

Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan Nahdi reports that he heard Hadhrat Umar ~ say 
from the pulpit, ''What I fear most for this Ummah is the hypocritical Aalim." 
"How will a hypocrite be an Aalim, 0 Arneerul Mu'mineen?" the people asked. 
Hadhrat Umar ~ replied, "He will be a person whose tongue 'will be 
educated but whose heart and actions will be ignorant." (5) . 

Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~~ and Hadhrat 

Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~Warn the Ulema 


Against Frequenting the Doors of the Rulers 

Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~,~ said, "Beware of the places of tribulation!" "0 Abu 
AbdulIaah!" someone asked, "What are the places of tribulation?" Hadhrat 
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ replied, "The doors of the rulers. When any ofyou 
enters the door of a ruler, he confirms (as truth) the lies he speaks and praises 
him for what he is not." (6) 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, "At the doors of the rulers lie 
tribulations just as certainly as there are camels at the place where camels rest. I' 
swear by the Being Who controls my life that as much of their wealth you receive, 
so much of your Deen will they have in exchange." (7) . 

(1) 	Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (Vo1.2 Pg.I94). Ibn Abi shaybah has reported a similar narration, as 
quoted in KanzuJ Ummaai (Vo1.5 Pg.233). 

(2) Ibn Sa'd and Abu Ya'ia. 
(3) Bayhaqi and Ibn Najjaar. 
(4) Firyaabi, Abu Ya'la, Nasr and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in KanzuJ UmmaaJ (Vol. 5 Pg.232). 
(5) Musaddad and Firyaabi, as quoted in Kanzui UmmaaJ (Vo1.5 Pg.233). 
(6) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (VoU Pg.I67). 
(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his ]aami (Vo1.1 Pg.167). 
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The Disappearance and Forgetting of 

Deeni Knowledge 


What Rasulullaah ~~ Meant when he Stated that 

Deeni Knowledge will be Lifted 


Hadhrat Awf bin Maalik Ashja'ee ~ reports that Rasulullaah ~ looked to 
the sky one day and said, "(There shall come) A time when Oeeni knowledge will 
be lifted (off the surface of the earth)." A man from the Ansaar called Labeed 
@l1.7~ asked, "0 Rasulullaah ~! How will this knowledge be lifted when it is 
recorded in script and safeguarded in people's hearts?" Rasulullaah ~ remarked, 
"I was of the opinion that you were one of the most perceptive people in 
Madinah." Rasulullaah ~ then proceeded to explain how the Jew and the 
Christians deviated from the path even though Allaah's scripture was with them. 
The narrator says that when he met Hadhrat Shaddaad bin Aws ~ and 
narrated the Hadith of Hadhrat Awf ~ to him, he said, "Awf ~ has 
spoken the truth. Shall I not inform you about the first thing to be lifted?" 
When the narrator begged to be informed, Hadhrat Shaddaad ~ said, "It is 
devotion. It will be so completely removed that you will not find a single 
person with any devotion." (I) 

Another narration adds that a person by the name of ziyaad bin Labeed who was 
from the Ansaar asked, "0 Rasulullaah ~! How will it be lifted from us when 
we have the Bookof Allaah with us, which we teach to our wives and children?,,(2) 
Yet another narration states that Hadhrat Shaddaad ~ asked, "Do you know 
what is meant by knowledge being lifted?" When the narrator submitted that he 
did not know, Hadhrat Shaddaad ~ said. "It refers to the leaving of the 
containers of knowledge (the Ulema). And do you know which knowledge will 
be the first to be lifted?" When the narrator again submitted that he did not know, 
Hadhrat Shaddaad @)r.,~ said, "It is devotion. It will be so completely removed 
that you will not find a single person with any devotion." (3) 

A similar narration from Hadhrat Abu Oardaa ~ states that Rasulullaah ~ 
said, "Of what benefit was the Torah and the Injeel that were with the Jews and 
the Christians?" (4) A narration from Hadhrat Wahshi @~ mentions that 
Rasulullaah ~ said, "They (the Jews and Christians) did not pay any attention 
to it (their scriptures)." (5) Yet another narration from Hadhrat Ibn Labeed @~ 
quotes Rasulullaah ~ as saying, "They however did not benefit from it (their 
scrip tures) at all." (6) 

(1) 	Haakim (VoU Pg.99). Bazzaar and Tabraani have reported a similar narration. as quoted in 
Majma'uz Zawaa'id (\IoU Pg.200). . 

(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (\IoU Pg.152). 
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (\IOU Pg.152). Haakim and Tabraani have reported a similar narration, 

as quoted in Majma'uz zawaa'id 
(4) Haakim. 
(5) Tabraani. 
(6) Haakim. 
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Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 
~~~ and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®!J&~ 

Concerning the Lifting of Knowledge and the 
statement Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®!J&~ 

made when Hadhrat Zaid ®!J&~ passed away 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®~~ once asked, "Do you know how Islaam 
will dwindle?" The people replied, "Just as the dye on clothing fades or as an 
animal loses its fat or as a Dirham deteriorates when it is hidden away for too 
long." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~~ replied, "That also happens, but 
the most serious cause will be the death of the Wema." (1) 

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib says, "I attended the funeral of Hadhrat Zaid bin 
Thaabit ®.~. After he had been buried, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®.~ 
said, "0 you people! Whoever wishes to know how knowledge leaves us, should 
know that it is like this that knowledge leaves. I swear by Allaah that a great deal 
of knowledge has just left us today." (2) 

Hadhrat Ammaar bin Abu Ammaar says, ''When Hadhrat zaid bin Thaabit ~ 
passed away, we sat with Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®~ in the shade of a 
building. He said, "It is like this that knowledge leaves. A great deal of knowledge 
has just been buried today." Another narration states that as he pOinted his finger 
to the grave, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®~ said, "It is like this that 
knowledge leaves. When a man passes away who knows something that no 
one else knows, his knowledge leaves with him." 
Yet another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ®.~ once 
asked, "Do you know how knowledge will leave? It is by the Ulema leaving the 
surface of the earth." (3) 
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ~ said, "I strongly believe that it is by 
committing sins that a man forgets the knowledge he once learnt." (4) 
Hadhrat Qaasim reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ®).1.~ said, "The 
problem with knowledge is forgetting." (5) 

Propagating one's Knowledge even if One 
does not practise and Seeking Protection 

from Knowledge that is not Beneficial 
The statement of Hadhrat Hudhayfah OOllu~ 


Concerning Propagating Knowledge 

Hadhrat Jaabir bin Abdullaah ®~ narrates that Hadhrat Hudhayfah ~ 
(l) Tabraani in his Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol. I Pg.202). 
(2) TabraanL Haythami (Vol. I Pg.202) has commented on the chain of narrators. 
(3) Majma'uz Zawaa'fd (Vol. I Pg.202). 
(4) 	Abu Nu'aym in his Hiiya (VoU Pg.131). The narration also appears in Majma'uz Zawaa'id (VoU 

Pg.199) and rargheeb wat Tarheeb (VoU Pg.92). 
(5) Ibn Abi shaybah, as quoted in Jaami'ul !lm (Vol. I Pg.I08). 
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said to them, 'We have been given this knowledge to bear and we therefore 
pass it on to you even though we do not practise on it." (1) 

Rasulullaah ~ Seeks Protection from Knowledge 
that does not Benefit 

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ~ narrates that when Rasulullaah ~ made du'aa, 
he said, "0 Allaah! I seek Your protection from four things; from knowledge that 
is not beneficial, from a heart that does not submit, from a soul that is never 
satiated and from a du'aa that is not answered." (2) 

(I) Bayhaqi and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul ummaal (Vol. 7 Pg.24). 
(2) Haakim (Vol.l Pg.I04), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. 

www.islamicbulletin.com




